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One alien. One bride. One quest for eternal love.

Ten years ago, Hunter spent a night with a viciously sexy woman on Chaos. The two of them spent the whole night enjoying each other, but when he woke up the next morning, she was gone. He didn’t know what happened to her. He didn’t know where she’d gone. Hell, he didn’t even know if she had died. Then she waltzes into the castle on Malum acting like she owns the place.

It's been a decade, but she’s just as beautiful as she was all of those years ago. Instantly, Hunter feels the urge to claim her as his mate. He’s never considered getting married. Nobody could measure up to the way Jill made him feel back on Planet Chaos.

Is fate giving him a second chance at finding true love?

He’s tempted to say yes, but Hunter has a big, huge problem: Jill doesn’t remember who he is.

Cover design by Kasmit Covers

www.kasmitcovers.com

For all of my readers who love Malum as much as I do.
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Hunter

10 years ago

The bar was filled with more people than was legally allowed, but nobody cared. Nobody was going to snitch if you were hanging out at a bar that had too many Martians or a couple of Oceaileans who weren’t old enough to drink. That was the cool thing about Chaotic bars. They were the most relaxed places in the universe. 

In my opinion, everything about Chaos was relaxing and fun. Visiting the planet had been the experience of a lifetime. Everything had been wildly incredible and wildly wonderful and wildly exciting. 

It was my first time in a Chaotic bar, though. It was my first time in a place where people were so relaxed, so comfortable with themselves, and so intent on having a damn good time that nothing else seemed to matter. The music was loud, pulsing in my ears. The bar was crowded, too, with people laughing, dancing, and trying to find someone to bring home for the night.

“Drink?” 

I looked up to see the bartender waiting somewhat impatiently. He cocked his head, looking at me expectantly. I couldn’t shake the feeling that he thought I was a total prick or a complete idiot. Either way, he was probably right. 

“What?” I asked, suddenly blanking. What had he just asked me? It was hard to think with all of the music and the talking. Even though we were on Chaos and I could understand the language here perfectly, the noise was getting to my head and distracting me. It was like suddenly, I couldn’t focus.

“Can I get you a drink?” The bartender spoke slowly, enunciating his words. He stared at me, making direct eye contact, yet it was very clear that he was in a hurry and that he didn’t want to be here helping me. He probably wanted to be anywhere else. 

“Oh, um...”

I didn’t know what to order. Again, it was my first time at a bar on Chaos. It was my first time at a bar period. Even though I’d planned to come here tonight, it seemed as though I hadn’t prepared myself nearly enough for what I wanted to do.

I should have known what kind of drink I wanted. That was a really basic thing. Drinks were something everyone needed and even if I got something without alcohol, it would serve me well to quench my thirst. I was thirsty, too. Spending the day exploring Chaos had turned out to be a wonderful sort of thing. I loved getting to walk around, meet new people, and try new food.

The planet was turning out to be even better than I had expected.

“He’ll have what I’m having,” a woman said. I turned to see a lady standing beside me. She was tall - almost as tall as me - and she had deep blue and green skin. Her skin didn’t have the soft texture and appearance of someone from Sapphira, as mine was. Instead, her skin was slightly bumpy. Did she have scales? It kind of looked like she had scales. I tried not to stare, but it was kind of hard not to. Damn, she was lovely.

“Sure thing, Jill,” the bartender said. A moment later, he placed two drinks on the counter in front of us. The woman slapped down a handful of coins and looked over at me. She smirked, as though this was the kind of thing she did all of the time. 

“On me,” she said. Then she took her drink and sauntered off to the corner, where she grabbed a table and sat down before I could even say “thank you.” I stared at her, wondering what I was supposed to do next. I’d never had a woman buy me a drink before. I’d definitely never had one as beautiful as her pay me any attention.

“Between you and me,” the bartender leaned forward, “you’re about to blow the best offer you’re going to get tonight, my friend.”

“What? Oh,” I looked over at the bartender before turning back to the woman. She was beautiful, and she seemed so very confident and comfortable with herself. Then I looked back at the bartender again. This guy wasn’t my friend, and he definitely didn’t have time to coach me when it came to speaking with women, but I needed to take full advantage of everything he had to offer. “What do you think I should do?” I blurted out, desperate for some advice.

He laughed and shook his head. “For starters, the drink was an invitation.”

Oh, so it was. I felt a little stupid. I’d only just left my home planet a few weeks ago, and exploring other planets was turning out to be a lot harder than I thought it would be. Chaos was my first real stop, and it was beautiful, but I knew that I had a lot to learn.

Like how to talk to women, for one thing.

“An invitation,” I repeated.

“Go talk to her. Be polite. Don’t be weird.”

“Good advice,” I said, and I picked up my drink. Standing, I turned toward the space where the woman was. I started making my way through the crowd. I carefully pushed through the Martians gathered around a Sapphiran who was dancing in the center of the room. There were a couple of Dreaglans hanging out, as well, and I tried not to make eye contact as I walked by them. I’d never been particularly fond of people from Dreagle. They were always a bit rude, always a bit unpleasant. 

Before I knew it, I was standing awkwardly in front of her table. She looked up at me and smiled. Then she winked. She actually winked!

“Why, hello there,” she said to me.

“Um, hi,” I said. 

And then I sat down.

*
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Two hours later, we were both completely drunk. It had been a long time since I’d gotten wasted. The last time was when I’d been hanging out with old friends after graduation. We’d sneaked out of the capital city and gone into the nearby jungles to try our luck at camping in the wilderness of Sapphira. It hadn’t gone particularly well. Two of my friends had gotten sick and spent the entire night puking. The other two had ended up sleeping together, which left me sitting in my tent by myself having a personal pity party.

It was all rather terrible, actually. This was much better. Being drunk around this lady was so much better. She was funny. I found out that she was hanging out in Chaos all week with her brother. She was supposed to be working. Well, the two of them were supposed to be working, but she’d sneaked off to drink and hadn’t gone back to their gig.

“Won’t he be upset?” I asked, but she only rolled her eyes. She was cool. Really cool. She didn’t care about things like being on time or showing up when she was supposed to. I bet she was the kind of woman who smoked, too.

She looked at me carefully. I’d shared who I was, where I was from, and what I was doing: trying to have some adventures and new experiences. She was from Sapphira, too, even though she didn’t look like it. We’d grown up close to each other, which was kind of strange since we’d never met on our planet. It had taken traveling to Chaos for the universe to shove us together.

“You want to experience new things, right?”

“I do,” I nodded.

“Why don’t we get out of here?”

“Out of the bar?” I asked. “To do what?” Everything was closed. It was late, and the museums and tourist attractions had already shut down. They’d closed hours ago while I was getting to know Jill and while I was hearing about all of her adventures. She wanted to visit planets like Dreagle and Oceaile and Malum. She wanted to work in a bakery on Chaos and learn how to brew tea on Mirroean and get her very own spaceship. She had big dreams. 

At my question, Jill cocked her head, looking at me, and then she burst out laughing. 

“Oh,” she chuckled. “You’re so innocent. Well, here’s what I had in mind.”

She leaned against the table, pushing the glasses between us aside. She grabbed my neck and tugged, pulling me close to her. Then she kissed me: long and hard and deep. I fucking groaned as she touched me. I wasn’t even embarrassed. I was too drunk to be embarrassed. Besides, it was hot, and I liked it. I liked everything about her. 

When Jill pulled back, her eyes looked wild and happy and excited.

“Well?” Jill wiggled her eyebrows. “What do you think? Want to go somewhere we can be alone?”

I swallowed hard and glanced over my shoulder. The bartender from earlier was still at work, and he nodded encouragingly. He mouthed something, which I took to be him saying, “do it.”

I turned back to Jill.

“Yeah,” I nodded. “I want to get out of here.”
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Jill

Present Day

Malum

There was a weird guy hanging out in the castle who kept acting like he knew me. It was starting to piss me off because he was really hot and he worked for the king, so I couldn’t avoid him forever. He was tall and he had these big ol’ muscles that I wanted to run my tongue over. It was honestly starting to be kind of distracting.

I was on the planet of Malum because my brother had just gotten married. Well, it was more of an elopement. Still, I was here and I was going to help his wife plan their official wedding ceremony, but I was having a damn hard time with it thanks to Hot Dude.

The problem was that I was almost 99% certain that I knew him, too, but it was impossible. The guy he reminded me of was just a boy traveling around the planet Chaos: a hitchhiker I’d shared a bed with one night long ago.

He couldn’t be the same person.

So, who was he?

And why was he so sure that he knew me?

Each time we spoke, he’d drop little pieces of information about me. He’d slip my childhood into conversation – I’d spent years on Sapphira – or he’d ask me if I’d ever worked as a baker – that was something I’d always wanted to do, and I had for a little while. Then there was the fact that he kept staring at me, but it didn’t make me feel uncomfortable.

It turned me on.

Still, it wasn’t him, and I needed to get my head wrapped around that. 

He was very different from the guy I’d met all of those years ago. That guy had been just a kid: a boy. The two of us had spent the whole night making love and drinking and laughing before I’d finally wiggled my way out of the Chaotic hostel pod we’d rented for far more money than we should have paid. I’d gone back to my ship the next day without even bothering to shower or brush my hair. I’d been a mess, but I hadn’t cared.

What had his name been?

Had he even told me?

Although I’d clung to the memories of that night, I couldn’t be sure he’d even told me his real name. I’d simply thought of him as Sapphire. His skin had been a deep blue like the planet he hailed from, and his eyes had been like sparkling gems. He’d been perfect.

This guy, on the other hand...

Well, for starters, he was a man. He was practically cut from stone, if I wasn’t totally imagining it. Right now, he was standing before me in his tight black shirt with matching pants, he looked at me like he wanted to eat me up, and to be honest, I was completely on board with that idea. It had been a little while since I’d gotten any, and if I was going to sleep with anyone on Malum, I’d want it to be him.

“What’s going on?” I asked him. I didn’t know his name. My brother had simply introduced him along with several other Malum guardians as “the guardians.” Apparently, Jasper had been far too busy making love to his new bride to worry about me or offering proper introductions. Each time I’d seen this man, it had been in hasty passing. Although he’d constantly tried to start conversations with me, they’d never gotten very far because Jasper or Brianna had always pulled me away.

Well, it was only the two of us now.

Nobody was going to tear me away from this.

It was early in the morning now and this man had come to knock on my door. He was standing in front of me with a tray of food that smelled delicious. My stomach growled, but I couldn’t just assume the food was for me, could I? We were in the royal castle, which meant that the food could have been meant for the king or the queen. It could have been meant for anyone. Maybe he just needed directions. I probably wouldn’t be a lot of help with that, but it was a very real possibility.

“I thought you might be hungry,” he said.

“So, you brought me food?” It wasn’t something people usually did for strangers. Bringing food was something that tended to be reserved for family members or sickly neighbors, but the man nodded and held the tray toward me. A tasty aroma wafted toward my nose. My stomach growled in excitement.
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