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    Praise for Jim DeMint’s work

    toward Saving America


    “Saving American from Socialism is a new Declaration of Independence, a call for the American people to reclaim America. Jim DeMint’s passion for the cause of individual liberty and personal responsibility is evident in this manifesto. It needs to be read—and acted upon—by every citizen of this republic.”


    —Newt Gingrich, former speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives


    “Once again, as we did in 1776, Americans must choose between freedom and oppression. In Saving American from Socialism, Jim DeMint describes the clear and present danger posed by big government—and what we must do to preserve individual liberty and personal responsibility. Every American needs to read this book.”


    —Sean Hannity, host of The Sean Hannity Radio Show and Hannity’s America on FOX News


    “It’s comforting to know that someone like Jim DeMint is standing in the gap as we see so many of our nation’s founding principles eroding. I view Saving American from Socialism as a blueprint for the effort that all concerned Americans must join to restore and protect the freedoms we depend on.”


    —Steve Forbes, president and chief executive officer of Forbes and editor-in-chief of Forbes magazine


    “In a book rich with details and examples, Jim DeMint has captured America’s disturbing transformation from a nation built on individual freedom to one ruled by the kind of unchecked government against which our fathers and our father’s fathers valiantly fought. His practical advice for taking action should be of interest to all Americans concerned about reversing this trend.”


    —William J. Bennett, Washington fellow, The Claremont Institute


    “Conservatism comes in many flavors, but few of them are as tangy as Jim DeMint’s, as readers will discover in this mince-no-words manifesto.”


    —George F. Will


    “Jim DeMint has delivered a how-to plan for avoiding a future that we neither want nor deserve. For those of us who want to keep America the ‘land of the free and the home of the brave,’ Saving American from Socialism is a must-read!”


    —Lieutenant Colonel Oliver L. North, U.S. Marine Corps (retired) and New York Times bestselling author of American Heroes


    “Senator DeMint and his ideas represent a fresh new spark that is the understanding of the origins of truth and freedom. It is my hope that with God’s help, a wildfire will burn in the hearts of young Americans to be part of this still great nation’s thriving future and the preservation of its bright shining liberty.”


    —Stephen Baldwin, actor and New York Times bestselling author of The Unusual Suspect


    “Senator Jim DeMint has done all freedom-loving Americans a great service by writing Saving American from Socialism. In addition to providing a devastating critique of socialism and ‘big government,’ Senator DeMint explains the role Christian principles have played in the birth and the flourishing of our freedoms in America. Not content to just curse the darkness, Senator DeMint concludes Saving American from Socialism with action plans citizens can embrace to join the struggle to restore and maintain our God-given liberties in America.”


    —Doctor Richard Land, president, the Southern Baptist Convention’s Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission


    “Jim DeMint has been an effective and outspoken leader for free markets and conservative values on the floor of the Senate since his election in 2004 and before that in the House of Representatives. Now Senator DeMint lays out the bedrock principles that define conservatism in our time while sounding a crucial set of alarms about the direction of the new Congress and President Obama. In sharply written and completely documented chapters, Senator DeMint lays out why the slide toward statism has to be stopped and how to do it. Buy the book for yourself and a copy for a friend or relative who needs both a primer and a guide forward. This powerful book is part of the solution to what ails our economy and country, so spread it around.”


    —Hugh Hewitt, nationally syndicated talk radio host


    “Jim DeMint’s new book, Saving American from Socialism, is a disturbing work. It is tough on both Republicans and Democrats. It tells the truth, frightening though it may be, and calls all Americans to account for the loss of freedom in our country. This hard-hitting exposé is a must read and will challenge all to a recognition of what is truly happening in America. While DeMint is an optimist and feels there is hope, I truly hope that the impact this book can make is not too late.”


    —Doctor Frank S. Page, president of the Southern Baptist Convention from 2006 to 2008


    “With an engaging mix of facts, faith, wit, and wisdom, Jim DeMint’s Saving American from Socialism serves as a crucial handbook for the everyday American tired of encroaching big government and ready to do something about it.”


    —John Nolte, editor-in-chief, Big Hollywood


    “Freedom matters and you can make a difference. This is the message that resonates from Saving American from Socialism by Senator Jim DeMint. Read it and be challenged. Read it and be prepared to do something!”


    —Daniel Akin, president, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary


    “Jim DeMint has been a courageous voice in the U.S. Congress. In Saving American from Socialism he shows that he is wise as well. Saving American from Socialism is a wake-up call for Americans. It lays out a clear and persuasive case that the greatest threat Americans face today is socialist collectivism. Senator DeMint’s book could not have come at a better or more urgent time.”


    —David Horowitz


    “Saving American from Socialism is a powerful book which should be read by all Americans regardless of political affiliation. Senator DeMint, in an easy-to-read primer on our history and our legacy, explains why we need to return to constitutional principles if the United States is to continue to be that ‘light on the hill.’”


    —Bob Hamer, author of The Last Undercover
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    Preface



    This book was first published under the title Saving Freedom, when I was a U.S. senator, in 2009. The subtitle was We Can Stop America’s Slide Into Socialism. The book reached the New York Times bestseller list, but overall sales indicated only a relatively small group of Americans believed freedom was in jeopardy or socialism was a major threat. In fact, I discovered my use of the word socialism was considered by many to be hyperbole—exaggerated fear-mongering.


    I knew at the time, however, after serving ten years in Congress, my warnings about creeping socialism in America were well-founded. Unfortunately, in just over a decade since the book was published, America has slid ever closer to a socialistic economic and political governing philosophy. When I wrote Saving Freedom, very few Americans dared to even mention the word socialism. It was a seriously negative term closely associated with communism. Today, after eight years of President Barack Obama and a new wave of socialist Democrats in Congress, a majority of young Americans view socialism favorably.


    But few Americans understand what socialism is or how it works, even though it has proved to be one of the most destructive forces to civilizations around the world, throughout history. The lack of a common understanding of socialism makes it difficult to warn people how it threatens freedom and our American way of life. As Scott Rasmussen, one of America’s top pollsters, reports on his website (ScottRasmussen.com):


    Forty-two percent (42%) of Americans have at least a somewhat favorable view of Socialism.… Younger and non-white voters are more likely than others to have a favorable opinion of Socialism. Sixty-two percent (62%) of Democrats have a positive view of Socialism, along with 39% of Independents and 20% of Republicans.


    However, the survey also found that most of those with a favorable attitude towards Socialism do not view the ideology as it has been understood historically. For example, most (58%) who have a positive view of Socialism do not believe it involves a more powerful government and higher taxes. Most of them (55%) also don’t think it means a system where the government owns most or all of the nation’s major businesses.


    Instead of the traditional understanding, most U.S. supporters of Socialism today believe that the term means a system where workers and local communities manage their businesses (71%). They also believe that Socialism provides more equality of income and concern for the poor (72%). It is likely that these positive associations are providing more favorable views of the term Socialism, rather than a desire for a particular ideology.


    The word socialism means something different to almost every American. So the threat of socialism does not easily translate into a clarion call for action. This is why we are releasing an updated version of Saving Freedom, under the title Saving America from Socialism. It provides a simple definition of socialism, with an emphasis on the stealthier form of American socialism. Saving America from Socialism describes the benefits of freedom and provides simple explanations of how socialism destroys everything we value as Americans.


    Socialism in America has grown in popularity largely because of its promises of equality and its association with socialized medicine—universal access to low-cost or free healthcare. Under President Obama, and with Democratic control of Congress, Obamacare was passed into law in 2009. It provided a relatively small group of Americans with government-subsidized health insurance, while millions of Americans lost their private insurance. The cost of health insurance increased dramatically. But remarkably, the Democrats were successful in blaming Republicans for the debacle. Democrats won back the majority of the U.S. House in 2018 by proclaiming Republicans would take insurance from Americans with preexisting health conditions.


    Government control of healthcare is the holy grail for socialists. The healthcare industry as a whole represents nearly twenty million workers and almost 20 percent of the entire American economy. If this entire industry comes under government control—and its workers join government unions—it will represent the largest voting bloc in America and the largest funder of leftist causes. Add these voters to all federal, state, and local government employees and contractors (including all education workers in public schools and universities), along with those receiving welfare, Social Security, and other forms of government income, and over half of all Americans will be directly or indirectly dependent on the government for their incomes and survival.


    Why vote for less government when the government is your sugar daddy?


    The left, for decades, has been slowly and subtly building an army of dependent and—through government education—ignorant voters. Aided and abetted by a complicit media, radicals have normalized the presumption that government is responsible for all areas of our lives. Controlling the economy, à la socialism, is a perfect fit with this philosophy.


    Saving Freedom was a warning accompanied by my hope that informed and engaged citizens would fight to stop American’s slide into socialism. I was wrong. I failed to engage enough patriots to stop what we now have today. But my efforts were not without fruit. That book was part of a massive Tea Party movement that changed America’s political landscape in 2010. Hundreds of new conservative state legislators, members of Congress, and senators were swept into office promising a return to fiscal responsibility and constitutional government.


    In addition to that book, I created the Senate Conservatives Fund, which raised millions of dollars to help elect bold conservatives like Mike Lee, Ted Cruz, Rand Paul, Pat Toomey, Ron Johnson, and many other promising candidates to the U.S. Senate. But only a few of these new representatives kept their promises to fight for freedom.


    As I have often said, “They campaigned as stallions and served as gildings.” A crude expression, perhaps, but I have become somewhat jaded after watching many promising candidates suddenly discover that the “swamp” they promised to drain is actually a hot tub they can enjoy for the rest of their lives—as long as they don’t disturb the water.


    Another glass of champagne, please.


    Well, here we are. One of the leading Democrats for president in 2020 is an avowed socialist, and most of the others are trying to be socialists without saying it. They are all running against a man who simply wants to “Make America Great Again.” Which side are you on? And by that, I don’t mean whom do you like; I mean what agenda do you support—freedom or dependence?


    Saving America from Socialism does not advocate for a political candidate or party. It advocates for regular people who want to build a better life. This book is not complicated. Each chapter starts with a simple story to make a simple point. Most of the stories are from children’s books we all know.


    Please forgive my personal stories. I felt compelled to convince my readers I was once a normal person with no interest in politics—a family man with a searching faith, a small business, and high hopes for my fellow Americans. I lived the American Dream (at least, on a small scale) and learned, firsthand, what actually makes America great (with apologizes to the president, it’s not government).


    This book makes it simple. Please take the time to read it. Then rewrite it with your own life story, for the next generation.


    —Jim DeMint


    P.S. As this book goes to press, we are reminded once again how socialists use crises—whether real, exaggerated, or fabricated—to drive the public into the hands of the federal government. The Coronavirus (Covid-19) never came close to the worldwide disaster predicted by health officials and politicians, but it was used to expand government spending and control beyond anything we’ve ever seen. Politicians are now using this pandemic as the justification to have government-run healthcare even though it was government agencies like the Center for Disease Control (CDC) that utterly failed to prepare our country for this disease. The 2020 elections may very well determine whether America can return to a free social and economic system or continue headlong into more government control and socialism.

  


  
    The Declaration of Independence



    When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.


    We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. —That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, —That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security. —Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.


    He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.


    He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.


    He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.


    He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.


    He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.


    He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.


    He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.


    He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers.


    He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries.


    He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our people, and eat out their substance.


    He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.


    He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power.


    He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:


    For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:


    For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States:


    For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:


    For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:


    For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:


    For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences


    For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies:


    For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:


    For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.


    He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us.


    He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.


    He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.


    He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.


    He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.


    In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.


    Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.


    We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

  


  
    Part I



    The Rise and Fall of Freedom in America



    “…if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, pray and seek my face, and turn from their evil ways, then I will hear from heaven, forgive their sin, and heal their land.”


    2 Chronicles 7:13–14 (ESV)


     


    “It may be that a free society…carries within itself the forces of its own destruction, that once freedom is achieved it is taken for granted and ceases to be valued.… Does this mean that freedom is valued only when it is lost, that the world must everywhere go through a dark phase of socialist totalitarianism before the forces of freedom can gather strength anew? It may be so, but I hope it need not be.”1


    —Friedrich Hayek

  


  
    Introduction



    Freedom vs. Socialism



    The Gingerbread Man and the Fox


    There was once a lonely old couple who had no children of their own. One day, when the woman was making some gingerbread, she used the leftover dough to make a little Gingerbread Man. She made eyes, a nose, and a smiling mouth using currants, and placed more currants down his front to look like buttons. Then she laid him on a baking tray and put him into the oven.


    After a little while, she heard something rattling at the oven door. She opened it and out jumped the little Gingerbread Man. She tried to catch him as he ran across the kitchen, but he slipped past her, calling as he ran: “Run, run, as fast as you can. You can’t catch me; I’m the Gingerbread Man!”


    She chased him into the garden where her husband was digging. He put down his spade and tried to catch him, too, but as the Gingerbread Man sped past the old man, he called over his shoulder, “Run, run, as fast as you can. You can’t catch me; I’m the Gingerbread Man!”


    The Gingerbread Man ran through the town and soon had a whole host of animals and people chasing him—a cow, a horse, and a large group of farmers who had been bringing in a field of hay. The Gingerbread Man was too fast; no one could catch him. As he left the town and headed out into the country, he called out to the large group behind him: “Run, run, as fast as you can. You can’t catch me; I’m the Gingerbread Man!”


    But soon the Gingerbread Man came to a wide, deep, and swift-flowing river with no bridge to cross. The little man began to panic because the entire town was still in hot pursuit and close behind. As he considered his plight, a sly fox appeared and offered to give him a ride across the river. The Gingerbread Man was suspicious, but he wasn’t sure he could make it across the river on his own.


    The Gingerbread Man accepted the fox’s offer, but only on the condition that he could ride far down on the fox’s back—as far from the fox’s mouth as he could get. The fox agreed, so the Gingerbread Man jumped on his back. The fox began to swim, but as he reached deeper water, his back began to sink under the water. The Gingerbread Man howled, but the fox said, “The water is deep. You can move up to my neck to stay dry.”


    The fox then began to swim even deeper, and the water closed in around the increasingly nervous Gingerbread Man. The fox said, “Move to the top of my head, and you will be safe.” The Gingerbread Man moved quickly to the fox’s head because they were in the middle of the river and he had nowhere else to go.


    Then as the fox neared the opposite shore, his head began to go beneath the water. “Move to my nose to stay dry,” said the fox. The Gingerbread Man reluctantly moved to the fox’s nose, and as he did, the fox suddenly went snap! The Gingerbread Man disappeared into the fox’s mouth and was never seen again.


    There may be no better metaphor for America than the Gingerbread Man. When we came out of the oven in 1776, we were hot. We sent the British packing, formed a constitutional republic, and were soon off and running. America was fast and confident. Soon, no other country could even come close to the strength and speed of our military, our economy, or our culture.


    Like the Gingerbread Man, Americans valued their freedom above all else. No nation in history ever made freedom work so well. Despite many hardships, mistakes, and setbacks, including a devastating civil war, we became “The Shining City Upon a Hill,” attracting admiration and immigrants from every country in the world. But in 1929, America “came to a wide, deep, and swift-flowing river with no bridge to cross.” That river was the Great Depression. That’s when the federal government became our “fox.”


    As Americans lost confidence in our free enterprise economic system and our ability to cross this wide river on our own, the federal government came to our rescue. At first, the expanding federal role seemed harmless enough, and the people were safely positioned far away from the fox’s mouth. But as America has endured one politically manufactured “crisis” after another, the fox has invited us to move ever closer to his mouth.


    Today, Americans, along with all our hopes and dreams, are perched on the tip of the fox’s nose. As of this writing, we are over twenty-two trillion dollars in debt, and if we add the unfunded liabilities for our soon-to-be bankrupt entitlement retirement programs (Social Security and Medicare), our total debt is approaching one hundred trillion dollars. There is no plausible way for our nation to deal with this much debt, and there are no plans in Washington to even try to reduce spending or the growth of debt. In fact, the political class is calling for more spending on education, healthcare, infrastructure, and welfare. There are even serious calls for free healthcare, free college, and free basic income for every American.


    America is in the middle of what seems like a deep river, and we’re not sure we can swim. Now is the time for Americans to decide, once again, to stand together and fight for our country and our freedom.


    The policies of the Trump administration have demonstrated that our free-market economic miracle has survived decades of over-taxation and overregulation, and is still available to get us across the deep river we’re in. But the revival of jobs and prosperity will soon collapse if our state and federal governments don’t deal with out-of-control spending and massive levels of debt. Our culture will also devolve into immorality, chaos, and violence if the government continues to push faith and values out of public life.


    Freedom Begins with Values


    “Private values,” said President Reagan, in his 1986 State of the Union message, “must be at the heart of public policies.”2 Americans have always valued faith, character, hard work, personal responsibility, self-reliance, discipline, competition, charity, fairness, and achievement. Values originate from what people believe, especially what they believe about God.


    Ronald Reagan won the hearts and votes of the American people by shifting the debate from a myriad of confusing political issues to values Americans recognized immediately as their own. By reminding us of our goodness and strengths, Reagan held up a mirror and helped us see ourselves at our best. He made us believe we could get across any river on our own. Reagan convinced Americans freedom would work for everyone and the big government welfare state was just a fox clothed in deceptive political promises.


    Unfortunately, the cause of freedom has had too few articulate champions since Reagan. Republican leaders have largely continued to embrace his policies rhetorically, but have forgotten that the appeal of those policies derives from their connection to the consensus values of the voters.


    Our politicians today seem to have forgotten America did not become the greatest country in the world because of the legislative process, or even the people’s right to vote. America became great because the people who voted had character, integrity, and strong values. They translated these personal values into principles and policies that protected freedom and allowed it to work.


    President Trump has embraced many of Reagan’s policies of lower taxation and regulation, and our economy has responded with record levels of employment and wage growth. Trump has promoted a culture of life with his attempts to protect unborn life. His foreign policy also models Reagan’s, with a strong military, tough talk, and less intervention abroad.


    But Trump’s intemperate personality and aggressive style, along with his seriousness about putting the interests of Americans first, has riled the left and all who profit from the growth and centralization of government power and war. Trump’s policies and obstinance have accentuated the differences between freedom and socialism. The media says Trump is dividing the country, but he has only shined a light on the war against freedom which has been brewing for decades.


    Donald Trump’s placement in the White House in 2017 happened because the majority of Americans who still hold to traditional values re-engaged in politics after decades of being silenced by the deceptive practices of both national political parties.


    Maintaining unity, stability, and strength in a diverse and dynamic nation like the United States requires leaders who can maintain a consensus among its citizens, about faith, values, principles, and policies. There will always be tension, because values conflict, even those values held by the same individual. Americans want to reduce wasteful spending and the size of government, but they also want to maintain costly social programs. They want to reduce costly farm subsidies, but save the small farmer. They want to eliminate the welfare state, but help the poor. They want to crack down on crime by throwing more criminals in jail, but they don’t want to build more prisons (especially in their own backyards). They want everyone to have healthcare, but do not want to pay more taxes for government-run healthcare.


    Political leaders since Reagan have disconnected national policy from our core values by telling us we can have it all without making difficult choices. Even Reagan, who championed the principles of free-market capitalism and peace through strength, failed to make some of the tough choices of leadership. In order to get his priorities through a Democratic Congress, he sacrificed his promises “to check and reverse the growth of government” and to reduce our dependence on foreign oil. He left the nation with large deficits, and more dependent on foreign governments for our energy.3


    While conservatives should not naively romanticize Reagan as the perfect leader, we can claim an important distinction between Reagan and other presidents of this generation: he made it clear the government is not the answer to our problems or the means to our prosperity. The “you can have it all, and the government will guarantee it” political leaders since Reagan have fundamentally changed the American mindset. Any interruption in our “having it all” elicits a knee-jerk response from federal politicians who promise to “bail us out” with more spending and debt.


    The Fox: “You Can Have It All”


    Washington politicians have told us we can have low taxes, a balanced budget, a strong military, and unlimited “compassionate” federal spending. We have been told we can ban the development of America’s energy resources and still have plenty of low-cost gas and electricity. We have been told the government can guarantee mortgages for low income Americans without disrupting the financial markets (this resulted in the financial crash of 2008 that wiped out the savings of millions of Americans).


    We have been told we can tax, regulate, and sue our businesses more than any other country in the world and still be competitive in a global economy. We have been told the government can set healthcare prices and heavily regulate healthcare services and still have an efficient, affordable private healthcare system (Obamacare has proved this wrong). We have been told we can spend every dime in the Social Security and Medicare trust funds on unrelated programs and still keep our promises to seniors.


    We have been told we can ban religion, prayer, and faith from schools, businesses, and public places and continue to be a strong and moral nation. We have been told we can educate our children in secular government-run schools and still have responsible, moral citizens. We have been told we can subsidize the births of babies with unwed parents and teach “safe sex” to teenagers, and still maintain strong families and a commitment to the institution of marriage. We have been told marriage can mean whatever the courts say it does. Wake up, America! We have been told what cannot possibly be!


    Now, as we end the second decade of the twenty-first century, even with the economic boom resulting from President Trump’s policies and incredible technological advances in the private sector, America seems to still be stumbling from one crisis to another. The word “crisis” comes up as regularly as the sun. We have crises at the southern border and in trade, education, healthcare, the climate, infrastructure, Social Security, Medicare, government spending, the national debt—and unending foreign policy crises in Venezuela, North Korea, Iran, China, Russia, Great Britain, and just about everywhere else in the world. There is almost no area of American life where politicians and the media are not telling us we are in crisis.


    And who is to blame? The fox says the culprit is freedom. Politicians and the media tell us capitalism and corporate greed are the problems, so we need to move closer to the fox’s mouth. We need more government control and ownership of financial institutions. Big tech companies and the internet need more government regulation. Big oil companies and commercial developers have created our climate crisis, so we must have tighter government controls. Greedy private doctors who refuse to treat seniors for the pittance paid by Medicare are the reason we need a national government-run healthcare system. School choice is the greatest threat to education, and the solution is yet more money for failed government-run schools.


    Yes, not to worry; the government will save us—our economy, our prosperity, our jobs, our environment, our healthcare, our schools—and build a better America. We just need to jump onto the fox’s nose. Every election brings more political promises, and with each election Americans move closer to the fox’s mouth, hoping this time the promises will be kept. Andrew Bacevich, author of The Limits of Power, offers (with a few updates from me) a cynical but hauntingly accurate perspective of the dilemma facing the eternally optimistic American voter:


    At four-year intervals, ceremonies conducted to install a president reaffirm this inclination. Once again, at the anointed hour, on the steps of the Capitol, it becomes “morning in America.” The slate is wiped clean. The newly inaugurated president takes office, buoyed by expectations that history will soon be restored to its proper trajectory and the nation put back on track. There is something touching about these expectations, but also something pathetic, like the battered wife who expects that this time her husband will actually keep his oft-violated vow, never again to raise his hand against her.


    For the abused wife, a condition of dependence condemns her to continuing torment. Salvation begins when she rejects that condition and asserts control over her life. Something of the same can be said of the American people.


    For the United States, the pursuit of freedom, as defined in an age of consumerism, has induced a condition of dependence—on government benefits, on imported goods, on technology, and on credit. The chief desire of the American people, whether they admit it or not, is for nothing to disrupt their access to these benefits, these goods, these new devices and apps, and the credit to buy whatever we want. The chief aim of the U.S. government now appears to be satisfying these desires, which it does in part through the distribution of largesse at home [with Congress taking a leading role) and in part through global trade and the manipulation of international monetary systems (largely the business of the executive branch].4


    Bacevich’s perspective ignores the most critical point and the central theme of this book: many Americans want out of this abusive marriage with the federal government, and they are willing to fight and sacrifice to end their dependence on empty political promises. As I’ve traveled this nation, thousands of Americans have confirmed this fact, many grabbing my arm, asking with passion and urgency, “How can I help?”


    Americans will fight for their freedom, but we need leaders—political and civic—who will show us the way. We need a clear vision and a pathway out of our dependency. We need to understand how to translate our values and principles into policies that will reduce the government stranglehold on our beliefs, our economy, and our lives. We must believe freedom will work for everyone. And we need to know the true enemy of freedom: socialism.


    Sink or Swim: Americans Must Choose Freedom


    Americans who have become increasingly dependent on the federal government in many areas of their lives must now make a difficult choice. As Ronald Reagan said, we must decide:


    …whether we believe in our capacity for self-government or whether we abandon the American Revolution and confess that a little intellectual elite in a far-distant capital can plan our lives for us better than we can plan them ourselves. You and I are told increasingly that we have to choose between a left or right, but I would like to suggest there is no such thing as a left or right. There is only an up or down—up to man’s old-aged dream, the ultimate in individual freedom consistent with law and order—or down to the ant heap of totalitarianism. And regardless of their sincerity, their humanitarian motives, those who would trade our freedom for security have embarked on this downward course.5


    Reagan knew our fight is against socialism. He knew every generation of Americans must make a choice between freedom and socialism. Today that choice confronts Americans more urgently than ever before. Government tentacles have reached deep into every area of our lives and have made freedom impossible. Now freedom stands accused of causing our problems. Freedom is now riding on the back of big-hearted, well-intended socialists who cannot see the destruction caused by their own philosophies and policies.


    Socialists are now marching under the banner of a new secular-progressive style of freedom: freedom from responsibility, freedom to behave destructively without moral judgment, freedom from risk and failure, freedom from want, freedom from religion, and freedom to have material equality with those who work harder and accomplish more.


    Traditional, hardworking, God-fearing, freedom-loving Americans want to know how they can fight back—how they can save real freedom. To fight well, we must first learn to recognize the differences between freedom and socialism. Freedom is tightly woven into the tapestry of America’s consensus values. We must translate these values into the principles and policies that reflect our love of freedom. Then we will have the confidence to defend freedom against the “intellectual” liberal gibberish pervading politics, academia, and the media.


    Reagan had a way of making the complex concept of freedom understandable to everyone. He once read a letter from a student on his national radio show, that explained why freedom works better than socialism.6 The letter recounted a class experiment in which fifteen volunteers participated in a push-up contest. The first round was structured in a socialist fashion; everyone shared equally in the prizes. No one could do more than thirty push-ups, and the total number of push-ups for the group was averaged. Every student received one piece of candy for every five push-ups averaged by the group. In the first round, four students did the maximum of thirty push-ups, and the average for the whole group was 16.2. Everyone received three pieces of candy.


    There was just one change in the experiment on day two. A capitalist model was employed, by which individuals were rewarded for their own performance. The results were significantly better under the capitalist system. Seven students did the maximum of thirty push-ups, and the average for the group was 21.2, a 30 percent improvement over the socialist system. A large majority of the group received more candy than under the socialist system (an average of four pieces of candy per student), and only a few received less.


    Socialists would say the capitalist model is not fair because some students were stronger or in better physical shape than others. Some students may have even had disabilities inhibiting their performance. “It is just not fair for seven students to receive six pieces of candy while some receive only one or two,” they would say.


    Capitalists would say everyone is better off under the capitalist system. The group produced 30 percent more wealth (candy) as a whole, a large majority is better off, and those who received fewer rewards have an incentive to improve their performance. The capitalist system also creates the wealth that allows many to share with those who are less able.


    “The inherent vice of capitalism is the unequal sharing of blessings; the inherent virtue of socialism is the equal sharing of miseries.”7 —Winston Churchill


    Freedom and Socialism Don’t Mix


    For more than fifty years, American presidents and Congress have attempted to mix socialism with our capitalist system to make it fairer. Through our progressive tax code, we have taken a lot of the candy earned by top performers and created federal programs to distribute candy to those who didn’t earn it. Socialism and capitalism don’t work well together. Socialist policies dramatically increase government spending and debt, siphoning wealth and productivity from the private sector. Government intrusion into the free market has undermined personal responsibility, reduced incentives to work and save, and insulated people and businesses from the consequences of bad decisions.


    It is actually amazing there continues to be any debate in America about the value of freedom versus the value of socialism. The collapse of the Soviet Union was a definitive rejection of the principles of a socialized economy and culture. China and India were backward economies until capitalism began to raise the standard of living of their citizens. More recently, North Korea and Venezuela have provided bloody examples of how destructive socialism can be. There is no example in the world today or from any time in history in which the principles of socialism have ever worked.


    My goal is to expose the historical failures of socialism and to help Americans see how socialistic policies have incrementally worked their way into all areas of American life. Socialism is truly a “fox in shepherd’s clothes,” but it is often difficult to recognize it as a threat:


    Socialism is based on the idea that we should use the vast resources of society to meet people’s needs. It seems so obvious—if people are hungry, they should be fed; if people are homeless, we should build homes for them; if people are sick, the best medical care should be available to them. A socialist society would take the immense wealth of the rich and use it to meet the basic needs of all society. The money wasted on weapons could be used to end poverty, homelessness, and all other forms of scarcity.8


    How could such lofty and compassionate goals be so detrimental to our nation? They are not—unless we attempt to accomplish them through the force of government. One of the primary causes of the growth of socialism is the blurring of the lines between the role of government and the proper functions of a free society. Voters must distinguish between the role of voluntary charities and the proper role of local, state, and federal governments. I hope this book will help Americans reestablish these constitutional boundaries.


    Few in America and in Congress would call themselves socialists, although many Democrats have recently come out of the closet and espoused socialism as the solution to many of America’s problems. Most socialists call themselves liberals, progressives, Democrats, compassionate conservatives, moderate Republicans, or obedient religious adherents. They are good people with good intentions, and most are deeply offended if anyone calls them socialists. Yet they believe that almost every need, cause, or activity should be supported, regulated, or controlled by the federal government. Their worldview is packaged with compassion, tolerance, fairness, and enough good intentions to pave the “road to serfdom.”


    While they would never admit it, most members of Congress lean toward socialist policies. They’re not involved in a conspiracy, nor are they intent on destroying freedom. They are patriotic Americans who want the best for our country and our people, but they just don’t understand how freedom works, and they don’t understand the dangers of socialism. In fact, policies promoting freedom often seem to lack the compassion and certainty of immediate government solutions. Despite their good intentions, the politicians behind those policies are more of a threat because of their ignorance, than avowed socialists who openly attack freedom.


    Please join me in discovering the history and future of freedom, what freedom is and how it works. It is my hope this book will help Americans see and understand how creeping socialism is stealing our freedoms, our prosperity, and our way of life. This is your plan and playbook for saving America from socialism.


    Saving America from Socialism is not an exhaustive academic analysis of history or of American politics, though I have referenced many respected authors to support my conclusions. Many direct quotes allow these authors to speak for themselves. To keep the book to a reasonable length, I summarize and oversimplify many complex historical accounts and issues. The stories that begin each chapter are my attempts to simplify complex concepts so everyone can understand them.


    The fight to save freedom begins with individual Americans like you, not Washington. We must recruit an army of well-informed, freedom-loving Americans who will—one person at a time—win the fight for freedom.


    “Our natural, unalienable rights are now considered to be a dispensation of government, and freedom has never been so fragile, so close to slipping from our grasp as it is at this moment.…You and I have a rendezvous with destiny. We will preserve for our children this, the last best hope of man on earth, or we’ll sentence them to take the last step into a thousand years of darkness.”9 —President Ronald Reagan

  


  
    
      “Today, we need a nation of minutemen, citizens who are not only prepared to take arms, but citizens who regard the preservation of freedom as the basic purpose of their daily lives, and who are willing to consciously work and sacrifice for that freedom.”1 —President John F. Kennedy

    


    Chapter one



    From Normal to Politician



    How a Nice Guy Like Me Ended Up in a Place Like This


    The timeless themes of humor, character, honesty, and wisdom have kept The Andy Griffith Show in reruns since the 1960s. Sheriff Andy Taylor’s calm wisdom provides a humorous contrast to Deputy Barney Fife’s excitable, clumsy, and often foolish behavior. The television show remains popular fifty years later because of the attractive simplicity of the town of Mayberry, the country humor provided by the characters, and the positive moral lessons integrated into every show.


    In one episode, Andy’s son, Opie, develops a habit of borrowing nickels from friends and family. Andy also notices Opie seems dispirited. Barney decides to play detective, so he follows Opie one day—hiding behind trees, bushes, and parked cars, in detective-like fashion. Opie, who is no more than eight years old, walks up to a bigger boy, and while looking at the ground, hands the boy a nickel. The bigger boy shakes his fist at Opie and demands there be another nickel the next day.


    Barney reports back to Andy that Opie is being bullied into collecting nickels for another boy. Barney demands that Andy call the bully’s father immediately. When Andy says no, Barney then says he will teach Opie some of his karate moves so he can defend himself. Andy says he has a better idea.


    The next day, Andy takes Opie fishing. Without revealing that he knows anything about Opie’s dilemma, Andy tells a story about himself when he was Opie’s age. A bully followed Andy to his favorite fishing hole and told him if he ever came back, he would beat him up. Andy left in fear, but after several days he felt so ashamed of himself he decided to go back and reclaim his fishing hole. When he arrived, the bully was there, and hit Andy right in the eye. Andy told Opie he didn’t even feel it, and then went after the bully “like a windmill in a tornado.” When Opie asks who eventually won fishing rights, Andy smiles and says, “Who’s fishing here today?”


    Without telling Andy, Opie decides to face down his own bully. Andy and Barney, knowing Opie made his decision, wait anxiously at the sheriff’s office for the outcome. Suddenly Opie bursts through the door with a black eye and torn clothes, but smiling from ear to ear. Opie, brimming with pride, tells Andy how he didn’t even feel it when the bully hit him in the eye, and how “he went after that bully like a windmill in a tornado.”


    Today, Andy would likely be reported to the Department of Social Services for allowing his son to get into a fight resulting in cuts, bruises, and a black eye. But Andy understood a principle many have forgotten—character and self-esteem cannot be given; they have to be earned.


    I was one of four children of divorced parents. Andy Griffith was my surrogate dad, along with Ben Cartwright (Lorne Greene) from Bonanza, and Matt Dillon (James Arness) from Gunsmoke. My mother supported four children by running a ballroom dancing school in our home. She ran the place like a drill sergeant. There were typed duties for each of us every day, before and after school. We even had duties on Saturday morning and could not play with our friends until they were done.


    Mom had succinct answer to our cries of “It’s not fair,” “Why can’t we have what other kids have?” and “Other kids don’t have duties.” She would point at us and say, “The world ain’t fair, and no one owes you anything.” It sounded cruel at the time, but it was a good dose of reality that has helped me throughout my life. I learned to expect more from myself and less from other people. And for those who say I have “white privilege,” I say go suck a lemon. I have been privileged to be an American; to have the opportunity to work hard, try, and fail; and to be free to chart my own course.


    At age twelve, I got an afternoon paper route. Later, I added a morning route. At sixteen, I bagged groceries at a local Winn-Dixie supermarket after school and earned a little extra money playing drums in a rock-and-roll band. During my summer breaks in college, I delivered and installed restaurant equipment, and unloaded railcars in my spare time. Work has always been a part of my life, and I developed the confidence to do just about anything that needed to be done.


    My college major was advertising. My first job after graduation was in sales, and I eventually worked my way through graduate school. With my MBA in hand, I landed a job in advertising and later started my own marketing business at age thirty-two. My wife and I had three children when I started my business, and our fourth child was born a year later. It took a while for the business to generate enough income to live on, and there was always too much month left at the end of our money.


    If there is a stereotypical American family, we were it. I ran a small business, volunteered in my church and community, and spent the rest of my time doing family activities. My wife stayed home with our four children, led school field trips, served on the school board, and tried to manage the chaos. We earned a modest income and lived in a midsize home in a middle-class neighborhood.


    My business allowed me to do consulting work with retailers, manufacturers, hospitals, colleges, public schools, and just about every other type of business. As a strategic planner and marketing consultant for hundreds of companies, I became a real believer in America’s free enterprise system. I learned what it takes to start a business and make it grow. I saw how jobs are created and how profits lead to more growth and higher salaries.


    Like most small business owners, I served as a volunteer for many charitable and civic organizations. Civic responsibility and Christian duty compelled me and an army of volunteers to help those in need and improve the quality of life throughout our community. It was hardly sacrificial or drudgery. There were no lines between business activity, social events, charitable work, and volunteerism. A Rotary meeting could include a business contact, plans for weekend golf with a group of friends, appeals for volunteers to man posts at an upcoming fundraiser, and a speech about how to improve our schools. A formal society ball was actually a fundraiser for breast cancer research. There was no better way to make new business contacts than to serve as a board member of the United Way or another charity.


    I saw how volunteerism provided the vision and backbone for our community. I also saw how many of the problems we faced as a community were the result of well-intended but misguided government policies. No government agency or program was ever as effective as a determined volunteer effort. It was impossible, however, to keep the unintended consequences of government from diminishing the good we were trying to accomplish. The main difference between community benevolence and government programs is the former has no bureaucrats with their hands in the till. As my family and business grew and my involvement in the community increased, I began to see more clearly the role politics played in the quality of life we were trying to improve. I wasn’t interested in politics, but it was increasingly apparent that politics was interested in me. Government wanted more of my money and more control over my business, my family, my community—my life.


    I never aspired to be in politics, and didn’t run for elected office until I was forty-seven years old. Until then, I believed there were normal people—and then there were politicians. My first close encounter with politics was as a volunteer strategist for a friend running for Congress. He was running against a popular incumbent, and no one gave him any chance to win. When he won, some called his victory one of the biggest political upsets in South Carolina history. I suddenly became a political genius. Actually, I probably had little to do with the victory, but the experience showed me an unknown nonpolitician could be elected to the big stage in Washington. The thought of running for office someday began to percolate in my head.


    My only interest in politics was a desire to make government work better. It seemed to me government should allow freedom to work for everyone and not try to use problems as an excuse to replace freedom with more government. I was burdened about an increasing number of Americans were becoming dependent on government for their income, healthcare, education, housing, food subsidies, and other government benefits. I saw firsthand how government dependency robs people of their motivation to work, encourages destructive behavior, and creates a sense of entitlement and victimization.


    My friend, the new congressman, promised to limit his time in office to no more than six years. After three years, I began to write theoretical policy statements and campaign slogans. My whole focus was on freedom. I saw freedom work. I witnessed how free enterprise expands choices, improves quality, and creates jobs. I saw how personal responsibility leads to self-respect. I believed self-control was a prerequisite to self-governance. It made no sense to me for our government to encourage behaviors that lead to unwed child-bearing, poverty, homelessness, school dropouts, and other systemic societal problems.


    Two years before the 1998 elections, I decided I would run for Congress. I ran as a Republican, because the Republican ideas of personal responsibility, limited government, and more freedom matched what I personally experienced as the reasons for America’s greatness. My campaign slogan was “Bring Freedom Home.” For me, it was all about bringing dollars and decisions back to individuals, families, and communities.


    My campaign platform was bold and naive. People should own their Social Security accounts, and the money they pay in Social Security taxes should be saved in a personal account of funds that the government can’t spend. People should have the freedom to own a health insurance policy they can afford and keep from job to job. Parents should have many more choices of schools, and the money we spend on public education should follow the student and not be reserved solely for government-run schools. And finally, we should eliminate the personal income tax and the IRS, and replace our tax code with a simple retail sales tax. No one would even have to fill out a tax form.


    There were five challengers in the Republican primary, and on Election Day I placed a distant second behind a well-known state senator. Fortunately, he didn’t receive the required 51 percent of votes to avoid a runoff. Two weeks later, I surprised almost everyone (including myself) by winning the Republican nomination. In November, I beat my Democratic opponent and headed to Washington for the new-member orientation.


    The campaign was a painful, grueling process. It required thousands of fund-raising telephone calls, thousands of miles traveled, and thousands of hours away from my family and business. Two of my children were in high school and two were in middle school, so my campaign put a lot of strain on my wife as she tried to pick up the slack. I had to downsize my business significantly during the campaign, and my income declined as my time shifted from making money to getting votes. By Election Day, my business was hanging by a thread.


    After announcing my candidacy, I was surprised by the subtle alienation I began to feel. Business clients were concerned my political involvement might offend some of their employees and customers. Those in my Rotary Club told me they didn’t allow political candidates to make announcements at our lunches. Some civic organizations suggested I no longer serve on their boards. Even good friends seemed to relate to me and my wife differently. I never imagined public life would be so isolating. As they say, not all that glitters is gold. I quickly learned there is little glamour and a lot of suspicion in politics.
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