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Preface
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Dear Reader,

Welcome to a guide designed to help you embark on a rewarding journey of mastering the Bosnian language. Whether you are learning for personal, academic, or professional reasons, this book aims to provide you with the essential tools, practical knowledge, and cultural insights to enhance your learning experience.

Bosnian is a language rich in history, culture, and expression, spoken by millions of people across the Balkans. As you progress through these pages, you’ll discover not just vocabulary and grammar, but the stories and traditions that shape this beautiful language.

Learning a new language can be both exciting and challenging. This book is structured to break down the complexities of Bosnian into manageable lessons, with clear examples and exercises designed
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to reinforce your skills. Whether you’re a beginner or an advanced learner, I hope you find value in every chapter, along with a growing sense of confi- dence in your ability to communicate effectively in Bosnian.

I invite you to be patient, persistent, and open to the process. Language learning is a journey, and every step forward is an achievement. May this book serve as a trusted companion as you explore the Bosnian language and the culture it represents.

Thank you for choosing to learn with me. I wish you success on your language-learning journey!
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I thank you, the reader, for choosing this book as your guide in learning Bosnian. It is my sincere hope that the knowledge and insights within these pages will serve you well on your language-learning journey.

With gratitude,

[Sarra Amri Islamović]
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[image: image]1.  Personal Pronouns


hese are used to represent specific people or things.



Person Pronoun Example (Bosnian)Example (English)

1st Singular ja

Ja idem u školu.

I am going to school.

2nd Singular ti

Ti si dobar.

You are good. (informal)

3rd Singular on (M)
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On je učitelj. He is a teacher. ona (F)

Ona je doktor. She is a doctor. ono (N)

Ono je na stolu. It is on the table. 1st Plural

mi

Mi idemo na trening. We are going to training. 2nd Plural

vi

Vi ste moji prijatelji.

You are my friends. (formal or plural)

3rd Plural oni/one

Oni su učitelji.

They are teachers. (masculine/feminine)
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[image: image]Dative Pronouns:

ronounSingularPlural 1st Person

mi (to me) nam (to us) 2nd Person

ti (to you - informal)

vama (to you - formal/plural)

3rd Person mu (to him) im (to them)

3rd Person (Feminine) joj (to her)

im (to them)
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Summary of Dative Pronouns in Context:

SubjectDative Pronoun (Singular)Example (Sin- gular)Dative Pronoun (Plural)Example (Plural)

I (ja) mi

Dajte mi knjigu. nam

Dajte nam knjige. You (ti)

ti

Piši mi pismo. vama

Poslao sam vama e-mail. He (on)

mu

Dajem mu knjigu. im

Rekao sam im da čekaju. She (ona)

joj

Rekao je joj istinu. im

Rekao sam im da čekaju. They (oni/one)

mu/joj

Dajem mu/joj knjigu. im
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Dajem im poklon.
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[image: image]Possessive Pronouns


hese show ownership or possession.



PersonPronoun (Singular)Pronoun (Plu- ral)Example (Bosnian)Example (English)

1st Singular

moj / moja / moje naš / naša / naše

Moj pas je crn. (My dog is black.) Naša kuća je velika. (Our house is big.) 2nd Singular

tvoj / tvoja / tvoje vaš / vaša / vaše

Tvoja knjiga je tu. (Your book is here.) Vaša škola je daleko. (Your school is far.) 3rd Singular
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njegov / njegova / njegovo njihov / njihova / njihovo Njegov auto je nov. (His car is new.)

Njihov pas je pametan. (Their dog is smart.)
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[image: image]Demonstrative Pronouns


hese point to specific things or people.



PronounExample (Bosnian)Example (English)

Ovaj / ova / ovo

Ovaj pas je moj. (This dog is mine.) This dog is mine.

Taj / ta / to

Taj auto je moj. (That car is mine.) That car is mine.

Onaj / ona / ono

Onaj čovjek je tamo. (That man is over there.) That man is over there.

Ovi / ove / ovo

Ovi ljudi su moji prijatelji. (These people are my
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friends.)

These people are my friends.

Taj / ta / to (Plural)

Ti ljudi su dobri. (Those people are good.) Those people are good.
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[image: image]Interrogative Pronouns


hese pronouns are used to ask questions.



Pronoun Example (Bosnian)Example (English)

ko

Ko je to? Who is that? što / šta

Šta to znači?

What does that mean?

koji / koja / koje

Koji je tvoj favorit? (Which is your favorite?) Which is your favorite?

čiji / čija / čije

Čiji je ovo pas? (Whose dog is this?)
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Whose dog is this?

kakav / kakva / kakvo

Kakav je film? (What kind of movie is it?) What kind of movie is it?
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[image: image]Reflexive Pronouns


hese pronouns refer back to the subject of the sentence (used for reflexive actions).



Pronoun Example (Bosnian)Example (En- glish)

se

Perem se.

I am washing myself.

si

Onda se oblačiš, zar ne?

Then you get dressed, don’t you?
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Reflexive Pronouns in Bosnian, Croatian, and Serbian:

Pronoun Usage Example (Bosnian)Example (English)

ja se

1st person singular Ja se perem.

I am washing myself.

ti se

2nd person singular Ti se sjećaš toga.

You remember that. (informal)

on/ona/ono se 3rd person singular On se igra.

He is playing (himself).

mi se

1st person plural Mi se smijemo.

We are laughing (ourselves).

vi se

2nd person plural Vi se slažete.

You agree (yourselves).

oni/one se

3rd person plural Oni se druže.

They hang out (together).
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[image: image]Indefinite Pronouns


hese refer to non-specific people or things.



Pronoun Example (Bosnian)Example (English)

neko

Neko je zvao. Someone called. nešto

Nešto nije u redu. Something is wrong. sve

Sve je u redu. Everything is fine. ništa

Ništa nije bilo važno.

[image: image]

Nothing was important.

neki / neka / neko

Neki ljudi ne razumiju. (Some people don’t understand.)

Some people don’t understand.
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[image: image]Exclamatory Pronouns


hese pronouns are used for emphasis or exclamatory purposes.



Pronoun Example (Bosnian)Example (En- glish)

kakav

Kakav dan! (What a day!) What a day!

koj

Kojih dana dolaziš? (Which days are you coming?) Which days are you coming?
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[image: image]Summary of Key Pronouns:

ype Pronouns Personal Pronouns

ja, ti, on, ona, ono, mi, vi, oni, one

Reflexive Pronouns

se, si

Possessive Pronouns

moj, tvoj, njegov, njen, naš, vaš, njihov

Demonstrative Pronouns

ovaj, taj, onaj, ovi, ove, oni, tebe, ovo

Interrogative Pronouns ko, što, koji, čiji, kakav Indefinite Pronouns

neko, nešto, sve, ništa, neki, neko, nijedan

Reciprocal Pronouns
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jedan drugome Exclamatory Pronouns kakav, koji, koj, što
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[image: image]Direct Object Pronouns


irect object pronouns are used when the action is directly affecting the object (the



person or thing receiving the action).

Pronoun Type Usage Example (Bosnian)Ex- ample (English)

me

1st person singular I (object)

Vidim me.

“I see me.” (rarely used, but possible in reflexive context)

te

2nd person singular (informal) you (object)
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Vidim te. “I see you.” ga

3rd person masculine singular him (object)

Vidim ga. “I see him.” je

3rd person feminine singular her (object)

Vidim je. “I see her.” ga

3rd person neuter singular it (object) (neuter)

Vidim ga.

“I see it.” (referring to neuter objects)

nas

1st person plural us (object) Vidimo nas. “We see us.”

vas

2nd person plural (formal or plural) you (object) (formal/plural)

Vidim vas.

“I see you (all).”

ih
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3rd person plural them (object) Vidim ih.

“I see them.”
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[image: image]Indirect Object Pronouns

ndirect object pronouns are used when the action is affecting someone indirectly (usually receiving something or benefitting from the action). Pronoun Type Usage Example (Bosnian)Ex-

ample (English) mi

1st person singular

to me (I am the indirect object)

Daj mi to. “Give me that.” ti

2nd person singular (informal)

to you (you are the indirect object)

Daj ti to.
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“Give you that.” (informal)

mu

3rd person masculine singular to him (he is the indirect object) Daj mu to.

“Give him that.”

joj

3rd person feminine singular

to her (she is the indirect object)

Daj joj to. “Give her that.” mu

3rd person neuter singular to it (neuter object)

Daj mu to.

“Give it that.” (neuter)

nam

1st person plural

to us (we are the indirect object)

Daj nam to. “Give us that.” vama

2nd person plural (formal or plural) to you (you all are the indirect object) Daj vama to.
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