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    To my beloved wife, Wai Yin, whose love and unwavering support have been the foundation of everything I do.

To my sons, who have brought joy and purpose into my life.

To my daughters-in-law, who have enriched our family with their warmth and kindness.

 

To my grandsons and granddaughters, the light of my life, who remind me daily of the beauty and wonder of the world.

 

And above all, to the glory of God, whose grace has guided me through every step of my journey.

 

This book is for you all.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin."

— Hebrews 11:24–25 (NIV)
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Foreword
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From Slavery to Freedom shows God's strength, trustworthiness, and loving rescue, as seen in the Bible. The Book of Exodus shows that miracles, like the burning bush, the parting of the Red Sea, water from a rock, and heavenly manna, are still relevant today. They testify to the ever-present, engaged hand of God that intervenes in history for His glory and our benefit.

The first twenty chapters of Exodus unveil God's extraordinary plan for deliverance. Moses transforms from a fugitive into God's chosen leader, ready to confront Pharaoh and free His people from oppression. Miracles are not just entertainment; they are divine affirmations of God's promises and His commitment to support His people.

This narrative centers on the Ten Commandments, a covenant that defines the relationship between God and His followers. These commandments are not strict rules but a valuable gift that guides us toward a holy and fulfilling life based on respect, justice, and love.

This book takes you on a journey with Moses through the deserts of Egypt, to Mount Sinai, and to meet the God who continues to guide and bless us today. I encourage you to embrace the timeless lessons of obedience, faith, leadership, and trust found in these pages, as they still matter in our modern lives.

May your study of Exodus deepen your faith, strengthen your obedience, and inspire awe for the God who calls, empowers, and guides His people with miracles, mercy, and love.

Pastor Peter Kit Wan Ku

April 26, 2025
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Preface
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Certain stories in history have a universal appeal and capture the essence of being human and fighting for freedom. From Slavery to Freedom tells the story of Moses, which is a famous tale of faith and bravery. The book looks at this story from different perspectives and explores how it has impacted different cultures and time periods.

In these pages, we embark on a journey through Exodus Chapters 1 to 20, that chronicles Israel’s liberation from Egyptian slave labor. This is a fascinating story filled with themes such as oppression, liberation, doubt, and faith. It also shows the courage of their chosen leader to lead them into freedom.

The story begins when the Israelites were oppressed by Pharaoh, who was indifferent to their suffering. Moses is revealed as a reluctant Prophet chosen by God to guide his people out of Egypt. He sets in motion miracles that defy nature and human understanding.

Exodus is a testimony to faith. Moses meets the burning bush and discovers Yahweh on Mount Horeb. This moment marks a turning point in Moses' life, transforming him from a shepherd into a liberator who brings freedom to many oppressed groups. Then plagues appear, symbolizing the eternal struggle between oppression and freedom.

The Red Sea is the culmination of this journey. It represents both despair and deliverance. Moses, with Pharaoh’s army behind him, raises his staff as the Israelites are on the brink of drowning. The sea miraculously splits, and Israel could safely cross on dry land. This moment is remembered as the archetype of a passage from slavery to freedom.

The story culminates in the revelation of the Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai. These divine laws, which are guiding principles of morality and justice as well as human sanctity, illuminate their path as chosen peoples.

I want to bring ancient scripture to life by creating a narrative that engages present readers. I aim to make these events understandable and relevant, so that readers can learn about freedom, faith, and human resilience through modern interpretations. I hope that you will find resonance as you read these pages. You may also learn lessons about faith, freedom, and human resilience.

This book will take readers on an epic journey as they explore Moses' remarkable odyssey and that of his people. This exploration will remind us of the universal desire for liberty, faith's powerful influence, and humanity's determination to seek a better world.

Dr. Andrew C S Koh

April 26, 2025
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Testimonials
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The book is nicely laid out, and it's easy to understand. I love learning more about the different versions of the Bible and their different interpretations. Jennifer Surdam

Very insightful into the ways of my beliefs and many others. A much easier way to understand the teachings of the Bible, Sharli Kaltenbach.

I’ve known these stories from childhood, yet I find myself thinking about them from a different perspective and discussing various aspects with others, Carol Howard.

I found the book to be a great study guide and a great time to reflect on where my life is heading. I would recommend this book to anyone wanting a deeper understanding of Joseph, Kevin Booker.

This book is an important resource for understanding the Bible, specifically the Life of Moses. A very enlightening read, Rowan E Creech.

The author stayed as close to scripture as possible. I thoroughly enjoyed this life-like journey through Israel, Tiffany Townsend.

The Bible has been eloquently written and explained. Exquisite prayers are included after every chapter. J. Sharmani.

Very insightful into the ways of my beliefs and many others. A much easier way to understand the teachings of the Bible, Galo Wyo.

I highly recommend this book for those who may want to know more about biblical times and want to learn more about this time of the Bible. PAR.

Dr. Koh has such a wonderful way of bringing the Bible to life in his books. In this one, he shows Moses and his trials and the rescue of his people in such a brilliant way. This was a very good book. REC.
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Introduction
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Moses was undoubtedly the greatest prophet of the Old Testament. God raised Moses to deliver the Israelites out of Egypt. However, Moses did not take the Israelites into the promised land of Canaan. This was accomplished by Moses’ successor Joshua. The book of Exodus records the life, adventures, and faith journey of Moses, from Egypt to Mount Sinai. 

Genre, author, date, recipients

The genre of Exodus is a historical narrative. The five books of Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy formed the Torah or Pentateuch. Scholars believed that Moses wrote these books about 1 year after the Israelites’ Exodus out of Egypt. The date of the Exodus event could be around 1446 BC, but other dates had also been postulated. The recipients were the Israelites of the wilderness wandering under the leadership of Moses. 

Theme

The theme of Exodus is deliverance and redemption.

Outline

I.   Chapter 1 -11, slavery, Moses, contest with Pharoah

II. Chapters 12-14, tenth plague, deliverance, Passover, crossing the Red Sea

III.   Chapters 15-18, the wilderness wandering 

IV. Chapters 19-24, the ten commandments, civil, and ceremonial law

V.   Chapters 25-40, blueprint, building, and completion of the tabernacle
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Chapter 1

Exodus 1: Genocide
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Exodus is a continuation of Genesis with a narrative interval of four hundred years between Genesis 50:26 and Exodus 1:1. The book of Exodus opened with a commentary that the descendants of Jacob multiplied exceedingly and thrived successfully in the land of Egypt. 

Verses 1-7, 1 Now these are the names of the sons of Israel, who came into Egypt (every man and his household came with Jacob): 2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, 4 Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 5 All the souls who came out of Jacob’s body were seventy souls, and Joseph was in Egypt already. 6 Joseph died, as did all his brothers, and all that generation. 7 The children of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and multiplied, and grew exceedingly mighty, and the land was filled with them.

Reflection

The word “now” connected Exodus 1:1 to Genesis 50:26. Israel is another name for Jacob. Jacob’s twelve sons were listed by names but not according to their chronological age. The total number of Jacob’s family who migrated from Cannan to Egypt was seventy, Genesis 46:26-27. 

Four hundred years later, this meager population exploded exponentially. More than 2 million Israelites crossed the Red Sea and left Egypt. This is a fulfillment of the Abrahamic covenant, Genesis 15:5.

Genesis 46:26-27, “All the souls who came with Jacob into Egypt, who were his direct offspring, in addition to Jacob’s sons’ wives, all the souls were sixty-six. The sons of Joseph, who were born to him in Egypt, were two souls. All the souls of the house of Jacob, who came into Egypt, were seventy.”

Genesis 15:5, Yahweh brought him outside, and said, “Look now toward the sky, and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” He said to Abram, “So your offspring will be.”

Verses 8-14, 8 Now, there arose a new king over Egypt, who didn’t know Joseph. 9 He said to his people, “Behold, the people of the children of Israel are more and mightier than we. 10 Come, let’s deal wisely with them, lest they multiply, and it happens that when any war breaks out, they also join themselves to our enemies and fight against us, and escape out of the land.” 11 Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them with their burdens. They built storage cities for Pharaoh: Pithom and Raamses. 12 But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and the more they spread out. They started to dread the children of Israel. 13 The Egyptians ruthlessly made the children of Israel serve, 14 and they made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and in brick, and in all kinds of service in the field, all their service, in which they ruthlessly made them serve.

Reflection

Note the connecting word “now”. The Pharoah at this time was extremely hostile to the Israelites or Hebrews. He disregarded the contribution of Joseph in the past. He was threatened by the economic success and rapid population growth of the Israelites. He persecuted the Israelites by enslaving them into forced labour under the rule of cruel taskmasters. He forced them to build the store cities of Pithom and Raamses. Despite persecutions and hardships, the Israelites continued to thrive and grow unabated. Pharaoh inflicted more hardships on the Israelites and marginalized them as much as he could. This situation could be even worse than the holocaust of the second world war.

Verses 15-19, 15 The king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, of whom the name of the one was Shiphrah, and the name of the other Puah, 16 and he said, “When you perform the duty of a midwife to the Hebrew women and see them on the birth stool, if it is a son, then you shall kill him; but if it is a daughter, then she shall live.” 17 But the midwives feared God, and didn’t do what the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the baby boys alive. 18 The king of Egypt called for the midwives, and said to them, “Why have you done this thing and saved the boys alive?” 19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women aren’t like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.”

Reflection

The evil and wicked Pharaoh gave a decree to the Hebrew midwives to systematically murder all the male babies at birth. Two of these midwives were Shiphrah and Puah. Shiphrah in Hebrews means fairness. Puah in Hebrews means mouth. The midwives feared God and refused to carry out Pharaoh’s decree. Pharaoh was furious and demanded an explanation. The midwives replied that they could not arrive in time because the Hebrew mothers delivered very fast. 

Verses 20-22, 20 God dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied and grew very mighty. 21 Because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. 22 Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, “You shall cast every son who is born into the river, and every daughter you shall save alive.”

Reflection

God was pleased with the midwives’ refusal to carry out the decree. The Israelites grew mightily in strength and numbers. God protected, blessed, and gave families to the midwives. After this, the evil and wicked Pharoah issued another decree to drown every male Israelite baby by throwing them in the River Nile on sight. 

Pharaoh is a type of satan. Egypt is a type of the world. The Israelites were under bondage and enslaved by Pharoah in Egypt, just as people were in bondage and enslaved by satan in the world today. 

The Hebrews midwives refused to obey Pharoah’s decree and God blessed them. The midwives were willing to put their heads on the chopping board because they feared the LORD more than Pharoah. God protected them against Pharaoh and even blessed them with families.  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, Proverbs 9:10.

Do you fear men or God? If you kneel before God in prayer, you will stand before men with boldness and confidence. 

Is it all right to tell a lie? Is it all right to disobey the king’s decree?

Proverbs 9:10, “The fear of Yahweh is the beginning of wisdom. The knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”

Application

Exodus 1 chronicles the beginnings of Israelite life in Egypt and Pharaoh's response to their growing numbers.

Trust God in challenging situations

Even during their horrific treatment at the hands of Egyptians, God was in control. Their steady growth and prosperity during challenging times have truly proven this fact. You can have faith that God is in charge of your life even during difficult situations.

Perseverance in adversity

The Israelites, despite oppression, continued to grow and prosper despite hardship. Remember that no matter the challenges in life, God can always bring something positive out of them.

God's faithfulness to His promises

God kept His promise to Abraham by making his descendants many, showing that He is trustworthy.

Courageous stand in face of Injustice

Shiphrah and Puah showed immense courage by defying Pharaoh's orders to kill male Hebrew babies, even when it meant risking or challenging themselves to stand up for what was right. You should always stand up for what's right even when it's hard or risky.

Sanctity of life

The midwives emphasized the value of human life through their actions, urging respect for all forms of existence in the journey through life.

God's Protection

In response to their devotion and obedience, the midwives were rewarded and protected by God. He sees all your actions and is looking out for you!

Considering these applications can provide insight and direction in your spiritual journey and interactions with others.

Prayer

Heavenly Father, help us to fear You and not men. Help us to do what is right in Your eyes. We pray for spiritual wisdom, understanding, and knowledge. Help us to know You in a personal way and to walk with You in our journey through life, in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Chapter 2

Exodus 2: Birth of Moses
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Moses was born in the setting of a genocide. When Moses was three months old, his parents placed him in a basket and floated it on the River Nile. God miraculously preserved Moses’ life. The narrative was very fast-paced. The first 11 verses of Exodus 2 covered a period of 40 years. Moses was born in verse 2 and by verse 11, he was already 40 years old. He committed murder, ran for his life, and spent the next forty years as a shepherd in Midian in self-exile. 

Verses 1-6, 1 A man of the house of Levi went and took a daughter of Levi as his wife. 2 The woman conceived and bore a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him three months. 3 When she could no longer hide him, she took a papyrus basket for him, and coated it with tar and with pitch. She put the child in it, and laid it in the reeds by the river’s bank. 4 His sister stood far off, to see what would be done to him. 5 Pharaoh’s daughter came down to bathe at the river. Her maidens walked along by the riverside. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her servant to get it. 6 She opened it, and saw the child, and behold, the baby cried. She had compassion on him, and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.”

Reflection

Moses’ parents were from the tribe of Levi. Moses’ mother conceived and gave birth to him. He was a beautiful and special baby. When he was three months old, they weaved a basket out of papyrus, waterproofed it with tar and pitch, and dropped the basket into the River Nile. Moses’ sister stood nearby looking at the basket flowing down the river. Pharoah’s daughter who was bathing in the river saw the basket and told her servant to bring it to her. She opened the basket, saw baby Moses crying in the basket, and had compassion for him. 

Papyrus comes from the papyrus plant commonly found in the River Nile. The Egyptians used papyrus plants to make paper for writing. 

Verses 7-10, 7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Should I go and call a nurse for you from the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for you? 8 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.” The young woman went and called the child’s mother. 9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away, and nurse him for me, and I will give you your wages.” The woman took the child and nursed it. 10 The child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. She named him Moses, and said, “Because I drew him out of the water.”

Reflection

Moses’ sister came to Pharoah’s daughter and offered to find her a Hebrew nurse to look after the baby. When Pharoah’s daughter agreed, she went and called Moses’ mother to come. Pharoah’s daughter hired Moses’ mother to look after the baby for her. When baby Moses has grown, his mother took him back to Pharaoh’s daughter and she adopted him as her son. She called him Moses because she drew him out from the river. Moses in Hebrews means drawing out.  

Verses 11-14, 11 In those days, when Moses had grown up, he went out to his brothers and saw their burdens. He saw an Egyptian striking a Hebrew, one of his brothers. 12 He looked this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 13 He went out the second day, and behold, two men of the Hebrews were fighting with each other. He said to him who did the wrong, “Why do you strike your fellow?” 14 He said, “Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you plan to kill me, as you killed the Egyptian?” Moses was afraid, and said, “Surely this thing is known.” 

Reflection

Forty years passed by between verses 1 and 11. By now Moses, the prince of Egypt, had grown into a 40-year-old young man. He grew up in Pharaoh’s palace and received the best education that Egypt could offer. One day, Moses saw an Egyptian man bullying his own countryman. Acting out of anger, emotion, and impulse, Moses killed the Egyptian and buried him in the sand. He came there again the following day and saw two Hebrew men fighting with each other. When Moses censured them for fighting, they exposed him for murdering an Egyptian the day before. Realizing that his deed was exposed, Moses feared for his life.  

Verses 15-19, 15 Now, when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh and lived in the land of Midian, and he sat down by a well. 16 Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters. They came and drew water and filled the troughs to water their father’s flock. 17 The shepherds came and drove them away, but Moses stood up and helped them and watered their flock. 18 When they came to Reuel, their father, he said, “How is it that you have returned so early today?” 19 They said, “An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds, and moreover he drew water for us and watered the flock.”

Reflection

When Pharaoh came to know about Moses’ murdering an Egyptian, he sought to kill him. Moses ran away from Egypt and came to the desert of Midian. He arrived at a well and met the seven daughters of Reuel, the priest of Midian. Reuel was also called Jethro, Exodus 3:1. Moses rescued the women from bullying by the shepherds and helped them draw water from the well and water the flock. The women reported this incident to their father.

The Midianites were the descendants of Midian, one of the six sons of Abraham’s concubine Keturah, Genesis 25:2.

Exodus 3:1, “Now, Moses was keeping the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the back of the wilderness, and came to God’s Mountain, to Horeb.” 

Genesis 25:2, “She bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah.”

Verses 20-25, 20 He said to his daughters, “Where is he? Why is it that you have left the man? Call him, that he may eat bread.” 21 Moses was content to dwell with the man. He gave Moses Zipporah, his daughter. 22 She bore a son, and he named him Gershom, for he said, “I have lived as a foreigner in a foreign land.” 23 In the course of those many days, the king of Egypt died, and the children of Israel sighed because of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up to God because of the bondage. 24 God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 25 God saw the children of Israel, and God was concerned about them.
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