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INTRODUCTION
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During my life, I’ve been blessed to cross paths with and meet many interesting and exceptional people. Some have been well-known individuals, while others have been more obscure. These encounters and associations have enhanced my life. They also help me to feel more connected in this large and often impersonal world.

This book chronicles the encounters I’ve had with celebrities, athletes, media personalities, authors, church leaders, and others. These individuals are either members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints or have a connection with the Church or its culture. I’ve tried to include experiences that the reader might find interesting, informative, and/or entertaining. Some of these are brief and perhaps more like ships passing in the night, while others are more involved and interactional. 

I have presented these encounters in a chronological fashion. For obvious reasons, this work is somewhat autobiographical in nature. Thanks for your interest, and I hope you enjoy the book!
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Hall of Fame Sportswriter Bob Hunter/Sandy Koufax/Don Drysdale
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During my youth in Sherman Oaks, California, we had a ward member named Art Mortensen, who worked for KTLA Channel 5. At the time, they televised the Dodger games. So, Brother Mortensen was able to bring some of the top players to our fundraising events known as bazaars. One year, Sandy Koufax attended, and the following year, Don Drysdale came. In regards to the latter, I remember as an eight or nine-year-old, inching my way through the crowd to get close to the 6-foot-5-inch handsome and statuesque star. I watched in awe as he accurately tossed bean bags at a target, dropping swimsuit-clad young women into a dunk tank.

We also had a woman in our ward who was married to future Hall of Fame sportswriter Bob Hunter, the Dodgers beat writer for the Los Angeles Herald Examiner. Their sons, Billy and Bob Jr., were the same age as my older siblings, and they knew how much my brother and I loved the Dodgers and our limited opportunities to attend games in person. So, one evening, when the rival San Francisco Giants were in town, the Hunters took us to Dodger Stadium, where we sat at the press level for the game. After the game, we met players Wes Parker and Willie Davis, along with the general manager, Buzzie Bavasi, and the announcer, Vin Scully. It was an exciting experience for my brother and me. A little over 30 years later, I had another opportunity to meet Vin Scully when I interviewed him in the press box before a game while working as a minor league announcer. Several years after that, I also interviewed Willie Davis down on the field, during which he emphatically stated that Sandy Koufax was the best pitcher ever.
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A  1939 Bingham (UT) Bulletin pic of Hunter in newly proposed protective head gear
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BYU Basketball Coach David Rose
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While I was in the sixth grade, my mother remarried, and the family relocated to Orange County, where we attended the Anaheim Sixth Ward. One of our bishops there was Jack Rose. I recall spending the night at the Rose home on one occasion when evacuating from a fire in east Anaheim, fueled by the strong Santa Ana winds during the late ‘60s. The family had two sons, Gordon and David, who were active in sports, particularly basketball. During their early teen years, they moved from Anaheim to Houston, Texas, where they both starred at Northbrook High. The younger of the two, David, went on to play at the University of Houston after his mission in Manchester, England. There, he co-captained the team known as "Phi Slamma Jamma," which featured future NBA stars Clyde Drexler and Hakeem Olajuwon. They finished the season as the runner-up to national champion North Carolina State, losing by just two points. Years later, he would serve at BYU as the assistant men's basketball coach for nine years and head coach for 15 years. During that time, he guided the team to six straight NCAA appearances, which included a trip to the Sweet 16 in 2011. He finished his run at BYU with the second-most wins in the school's history. Interestingly, I ran into brother Gordon recently at the 2025 Russell M. Nelson Memorial.
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Set Designer Perry Andelin Blake
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Another young man in our ward was Perry Andelin Blake. He was an intelligent and funny guy who was the son of an airline pilot and grandson of a Hollywood scenic artist and painter. As an adult, I ran into Perry in the late ‘80s after a stake conference in Glendale. He had just graduated with a bachelor’s degree from Cal Poly Pomona in architecture and was headed to Harvard to secure a master’s in the same field. He told me of his plans to work in set design in Hollywood. Several years later, he accomplished his goal and is best known for designing sets for Adam Sandler movies such as The Wedding Singer, The Waterboy, and Click, among others. He has also directed a Sony-Columbia film, Master of Disguise, a sophomoric comedy that featured comedian Dana Carvey portraying multiple colorful characters such as Turtle Guy and Rico Suave. 
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Hall of Fame Pitcher Jack Morris
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After high school, I attended Brigham Young University and stayed in the Deseret Towers dormitories. One of the students in our building was Jack Morris, a pitcher on the BYU team from St. Paul, Minnesota, who would later pitch in the major leagues. He won four World Series rings, leading to his induction into the Hall of Fame. Morris was very competitive whether he was on the mound, pitching, or playing ping pong in the dormitory lobby. He had a very aggressive persona and could be a little intimidating at times. I recall a time when I was lying comfortably on my back in the dorm basement, watching a sporting event on TV. The 6-ft-3-inch, 200-lb Morris placed his foot over my stomach as though he might step on me and waited for my reaction. I was taken a little by surprise by the action, but quickly realized he was only having a little fun with me.
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Political Cartoonist/Author Pat Bagley
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Living on my dormitory floor was another freshman, Pat Bagley, who would later become an accomplished political cartoonist for The Salt Lake Tribune. He has authored several books, including I Spy a Nephite. He is widely recognized for his cartoons, which have appeared in newspapers and national publications, including The Los Angeles Times, Newsweek, and The Wall Street Journal. While sitting in a finance class at the Y, he scribbled his first political cartoon and submitted it to The Daily Universe, BYU’s student newspaper. Weeks later, it appeared in Time Magazine. Together with another talented cartoonist, Steve Benson, the two shared the spotlight at The Daily Universe. Their illustrations have been syndicated in hundreds of nationally and internationally circulated publications.
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President Spencer W. Kimball


[image: ]




While a freshman at BYU, I had, or at least recognized, one of my first spiritual experiences. It occurred as I listened to President Spencer W. Kimball speaking in a devotional or conference talk over the radio. The Spirit clearly communicated to me, “This man’s a prophet.” It was interesting in that I had not thought about whether he was a prophet or not. But apparently, God knew I needed to know that.

After finishing my freshman year at BYU, I received a call to serve a mission in South Korea. It was an exciting time, especially as my older brother and two best friends were called to serve in the Orient with the same reporting date for the mission home. We also spent two months together at the Language Training Mission at BYU Hawaii in Laie. One of the highlights of my mission in Korea was the visit of President Spencer W. Kimball, who was in the country during the Asian conferences. Originally, all the missionaries were to travel to Seoul for the event. However, the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles decided it would not be good for us to leave our investigators for the days we would be gone. Our mission president suggested we give our bus tickets to the members, many of whom were very poor and might never have another opportunity to hear from the prophet and apostles in person. When President Kimball learned that we had given our tickets to the members and stayed behind, he decided to make a special trip to Pusan, a six-hour car ride, to speak to us. A returned missionary, who had taught us in the LTM, was assigned to escort the prophet and be his interpreter. He shared with us how, at one of the stops along the way, he asked President Kimball to turn around so he could take a picture. The prophet proceeded to turn around again and again in circles. We've seen his delightful sense of humor in other talks. In his April 1978 General Conference address, “Listen to the Prophets,” he stated, “The trouble with rejection because of personal familiarity with the prophets is that the prophets are always somebody’s son or somebody’s neighbor. They are chosen from among the people, not transported from another planet, dramatic as that would be!” 
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By Dale Parsons

“And, no, I'm not the famous artist.”
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