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            "Words—so innocent and powerless as they are, as standing in a dictionary, how potent for mischief or for good in the hands of one who knows how to combine them."

— Nathaniel Hawthorne
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For every student who ever moaned in quiet pain behind cruel and unforgiving teachers and parents—

For every student who ever groaned at a flashcard—

May these stories make the words stick, not sting.
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Preface: A Word About These Words

If you’ve ever stared blankly at an SAT vocabulary question and thought, Who actually uses this word?, this book is for you.

SAT Word Crimes is not your typical test-prep tool. There are no drills, no word banks, no tired fill-in-the-blank exercises. Instead, what you’ll find here are 18 fully imagined short stories, each packed (deliberately, mischievously) with vocabulary that matters — not just on the test, but in the world beyond it.
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