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			PREFACE

			There are seasons in life when God calls us to pause, to breathe, and to listen more deeply than before. Seasons when familiar rhythms no longer carry the weight they once did, and the soul begins to sense that something within must be rebuilt, renewed, or realigned. This book was born in such a season, not out of theory or intention, but out of a living word spoken through the heart of Pastor Xutene Wanakaija, a word that touched ruins and awakened hope, a word that called us to rise again and build the inner house of God.

			As you turn these pages, you are invited into a journey that mirrors the journey of the exiles returning from Babylon. Their story was not only historical, it was profoundly spiritual. They left a land of confusion to answer a divine call, they walked through wilderness places, they faced enemies seen and unseen, they carried both fear and revelation, and they learned, step by step, what it meant to rebuild a house that belonged to God. Each stone they lifted was a testimony of obedience, each opposition a reminder of the invisible war around them, and each season of weariness a place where God restored their strength.

			In many ways, their journey is our own. We all carry ruins within, areas left unattended, foundations weakened by pressure, walls shaken by trials, gates burned by disappointment, fear, or long seasons of silence. Yet God does not leave us in these places. He calls us back, sometimes quietly, sometimes urgently, inviting us to see the condition of our inner house, not with condemnation but with hope. He reveals the rubble only because He desires to rebuild.

			The words in this book are not given to inform but to transform. They do not aim to create knowledge but to awaken encounter. They are written with prayer, shaped in a meditative current, and offered as a companion to those who feel the weight of rebuilding, who long for renewal, who sense a stirring within but do not yet see the way forward. Each chapter echoes a spiritual movement of the heart, a step in the long, patient work of restoration that God performs within those who belong to Him.

			You will meet the subtle attacks that seek to stop the work of God, the discouragements that quietly weaken the will, the fears that whisper lies, the accusations that wound, the mixtures that confuse, the pressures that arise from within and without. Yet in each of these attacks, you will also meet the gentle strength of God, the presence that never leaves, the revelation that rebuilds, the Cross that restores, the peace that anchors, and the courage that rises again and again.

			As you read, you may recognise moments in your own journey. Moments when you built with joy, moments when you stopped without noticing, moments when the weight became too heavy, moments when God touched a hidden place with unexpected tenderness. Let these recognitions become invitations. Let them draw you closer to the One who rebuilds patiently, faithfully, and with perfect wisdom.

			

			This book is not a call to strive. It is a call to surrender. It does not ask you to build by your own strength. It invites you to allow God to build within you. It does not ask you to finish the work alone. It reminds you that Christ is the Finisher, the One who carries you when you can no longer carry yourself, the One who leads you through valleys and across mountain paths until the inner house stands firm and filled with His glory.

			May these pages accompany you gently. May they speak to the places that ache, to the places that hope, to the places that fear and long for restoration. May they lead you not only to the work but to the One who works within.

			And as you walk through this journey, may your heart hear the same invitation that echoed through generations: return to Me, rise again, build with Me, and let My presence become the dwelling place of your soul.

			This preface is simply a doorway. The true journey begins as you enter the chapters that follow. May grace guide you, may peace steady you, and may the Lord Himself walk beside you as you rediscover the beauty of a life rebuilt by His hand.

		

	
		

		
			INTRODUCTION

			Have you ever stood before a landscape of ruins, feeling the weight of what once was and the faint hope of what could be? There are moments when the soul looks at its own inner Jerusalem and sees stones scattered, walls fallen, and gates burned. Yet there is also a quiet stirring, a whisper that invites you to notice not only the desolation but the possibility of a house rebuilt by God’s own hand. Many believers begin their journey with a fire that burns brightly, a certainty that nothing will keep them from following the voice of the Lord. As time passes, however, pressures rise like winds, and problems come like unexpected storms. The heart that once leapt with joy starts moving more slowly, and without noticing it, the hands that once built with zeal become tired.

			This book begins in that place where faith has known both its beginnings and its battles, where the call of God remains unchanged even when the builder feels worn. The story of the returned exiles speaks to every believer who has said yes to God, then discovered that obedience is not a straight line but a path shaped by trials, delays, and hidden resistances. They left Babylon with music in their hearts and a vision bright before their eyes. They arrived in Jerusalem with determination, ready to rebuild the house of God. Yet the journey that began with singing continued with tears, and the tears eventually created a long silence in which the work stopped for many years. Their story is our story, because every believer who begins to walk with God is called to build a house within, a place where Christ may dwell, and that work is always contested.

			There is a spiritual truth that unfolds gently yet firmly. Whenever God calls His people forward, darkness rises to resist. A. W. Tozer once wrote that the enemy fights the hardest when he fears what God is about to do in a soul. This conflict does not mean that God is absent. It is often the sign that He is drawing nearer. The returned exiles discovered this when discouragement crept into their hearts like a slow fog. They faced opposition from those who spoke the language of partnership without sharing the heart of God. They felt the weight of fear as threats rose around them. They heard the subtle whisper of money and influence calling them away from the simple obedience of rebuilding. They endured accusations that questioned their motives and integrity. These pressures did not come because they were outside the will of God, but because they were precisely in it.

			The believer today walks through similar tensions. There are mornings when prayer feels heavy, when the soul wonders if God still watches, when spiritual progress seems small and fragile. There are days when problems multiply so quickly that it becomes difficult to discern whether they come from people or from the unseen war that surrounds the heart. The temptation is to sit down, to rest a little too long, to say that the work can wait until tomorrow. Yet the Spirit of God keeps calling, sometimes softly and sometimes firmly, reminding us that the house within must be built, because it is the dwelling place of His presence.

			

			Andrew Murray once said that God does not merely give strength, He becomes our strength. This truth is not found in moments of ease but in the hidden places where tears fall and courage is reborn. God shapes His builders not with comfort but with His presence in the struggle. The returned exiles needed more than tools, they needed revelation. Revelation is the breath that awakens the heart, the light that allows us to see beyond present circumstances. When Jesus asked His disciples who they believed Him to be, Peter answered with words given by the Father. That revelation was the foundation of the Church, because nothing built without revelation can stand when storms come.

			The Lord invites you in these pages to rediscover the revelation that once stirred your heart, to come back to the place where His voice was clear and His call unmistakable. The journey ahead is not about returning to the energy of the past, but about receiving a new strength that comes from Christ Himself. You may feel like a small remnant, weak and unknown, yet the smallest remnant becomes a mighty testimony when it walks in obedience. You may feel surrounded by problems, yet those very pressures may be the tools God is using to restore your soul. You may feel threatened by fear, yet fear cannot overcome a heart that lifts its eyes to the One who stands above every storm.

			Every chapter in this book is an invitation to walk again with the One who calls you, to understand the nature of the spiritual conflict around your life, to recognize the attacks that seek to stop the work within, and to discover the gentle but powerful ways in which God rebuilds His house in you. The house He desires is not made of stones but of surrender. It rises each time you choose faith over fear, truth over compromise, silence over accusation, and obedience over comfort.

			There is a quiet call woven through this introduction, a soft echo that reaches the inner chambers of the heart. The Lord does not ask you to build by your own strength. He asks you to look to Him, to trust His dealings, to accept His Cross in the hidden places, and to believe that He completes what He begins. T. Austin-Sparks once said that God never abandons a work He starts, He completes it through resurrection life. If the journey has been long, or if the walls of your inner Jerusalem seem unfinished, know that God has not withdrawn His hand. He is calling you to rise and build again.

			As you turn the page, may you hear His voice gently asking you to walk with Him, to place your fears in His hands, and to let Him breathe life once more into the work He began in you. The invitation is simple and profound. Come, and let us return to the Lord. What He whispers in the quiet, speak in the light.

		

	
		

		
			Called Out of Babylon

			There are moments when God places His hand upon a life and calls it away from everything familiar, leaving behind the noise, the habits, and the systems that once shaped its identity. Babylon represents more than a geographical place, it is a spiritual atmosphere, a world of confusion where the heart becomes divided and the voice of God is drowned beneath layers of activity and distraction. When the Lord calls a believer out of Babylon, He calls them out of mixture into purity, out of self into surrender, out of human security into the quiet trust of faith. This calling is never loud, yet it carries a weight that cannot be ignored, a gentle insistence that whispers deep within the soul.

			Many who returned from Babylon did not come back because of external pressure but because something in them had awakened. They had heard the invitation of God, and even though the path before them was filled with uncertainty, they chose obedience. There is a deep beauty in this choice, because it reveals a heart that values the Lord more than comfort. Those who returned were not the majority. They were a small remnant, a humble group without wealth or influence, yet they were rich in revelation. The Lord often works this way, calling those who are willing to hear rather than those who are impressive in the eyes of the world.

			Babylon had offered them stability, houses, routines, and the familiarity of a land where they had lived for generations. Leaving such a place required courage that could only come from God. In every believer’s journey, there comes a moment when God asks for that same courage, inviting them to step out of the structures that shaped them, not so they may become lost but so they may be truly found. To be called out of Babylon is to respond to a divine separation, a quiet yet profound distinction that God makes in His people. He draws them out so He may draw them in, away from the noise so that His voice may become clear.

			Watchman Nee once said that separation is not an act of isolation but a movement toward God. This is the essence of the call. God does not ask the believer to leave Babylon out of rejection for the world, but out of desire for fellowship with Him. When you hear this call, something in your heart becomes restless with the ordinary. You begin sensing that God is stirring, that He is inviting you to something deeper, something purer, something more aligned with His heart. This inner longing is the first sign that the Lord is drawing you out of Babylon.

			When the exiles began their journey, they carried very little, yet they carried everything that mattered. They brought faith, hope, and the memory of promises spoken long before they were born. They walked through wilderness roads not knowing how the journey would unfold, yet they walked because something greater than fear guided them. In the same way, the believer does not leave Babylon with a map in hand but with the assurance that God Himself walks with them. The path is rarely clear at the beginning, but the presence of the Lord becomes the guiding light that leads each step.

			

			Babylon surrounds believers today in many forms. It takes shape in the habits that draw the heart away from prayer, in the voices that pull the soul toward compromise, in the desires that entangle the mind with worries, fears, and ambitions. It appears in the subtle pursuit of reputation, success, and comfort. It whispers that spiritual intensity is unnecessary, that faith can remain moderate, that God should not ask too much. Yet when the Spirit begins to move, Babylon loses its grip. The soul feels the weight of its emptiness and longs for the freshness of God’s presence.

			Leaving Babylon is not only an external act but an inner transformation. God calls the believer to leave inward Babylon, the patterns of thought that resist His dealings, the emotions that rise against surrender, the memories that cling to old ways, the fears that hold the soul captive. The journey begins when the believer says yes to this inner departure and allows the Holy Spirit to untangle the heart from the places where it has been tied. It is a gentle process, yet it is firm, because God is determined to form a people who belong fully to Him.

			Sadhu Sundar Singh once wrote that God leads His children into the wilderness not to abandon them but to speak tenderly to them. The wilderness the exiles crossed was not meant to destroy them, it was meant to prepare them. When God calls you out of Babylon, He also prepares you for what lies ahead. He strengthens your spirit through trials, He softens your heart through silence, He clears your vision through separation. What seems like loss becomes gain, because every step away from Babylon is a step toward the heart of God.

			The journey to Jerusalem required resilience, and the believer’s journey requires the same. There are moments when doubt rises, when memories of the past call out more loudly than the quiet promise of God’s presence. The exiles must have wondered if they had made a mistake when they faced the ruins of a city that once carried glory. In the same way, when the believer begins to walk with God, the first steps may feel uncertain. The old life had its comforts, its rhythms, its familiar paths. The new life often begins with rubble, with unfinished walls, with a sense of insufficiency. Yet it is in this very place that God begins His greatest work.

			Jerusalem was in ruins, but God saw a temple. The believer may feel weak, but God sees what will rise. The ruins do not discourage God, they invite Him. He delights in rebuilding, in restoring, in forming something beautiful out of what was broken. The call out of Babylon is not merely an invitation to leave but an invitation to become. It is the beginning of a transformation that will unfold through trials, revelations, and moments of deep encounter.

			As you walk through these pages, you will see that God did not call the exiles to return because they were strong. He called them because He had chosen them, because His love had marked them, because His purposes rested upon them. You carry the same calling. God is drawing you away from confusion and mixture so that you may know Him in purity and truth. He is leading you out so that He may bring you in. The journey will not always be easy, but it will always be holy.

			As this chapter closes, let your heart listen for that gentle whisper. If you sense the Lord calling you away from the things that once held you, do not resist. The invitation is not to emptiness but to fullness. It is not to loss but to life. It is not to uncertainty but to fellowship with Him. When God calls you out of Babylon, He is calling you into His heart. May your soul rise and follow Him with quiet faith and renewed courage, trusting that every step you take leads you closer to the house He is building within you.
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