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      Dedication


      Dedicated to those who would

      rather die poor men and women

      involved in outreach than rich

      men and women who declined to

      reach out.


      To my Grandmother.

      For the glory of Jesus Christ.


      “Hold High, The Torch!”

      Ruth Reynolds (1923 – 2020)
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      Prologue


      Sometimes the toughest realizations come only in the face of the greatest adversity. A few years ago, one of my aunts was diagnosed with breast cancer. A month later my youngest brother noticed blood in his stool. After a colonoscopy procedure, he was informed by his physician that there was a polyp (an early form of cancer) removed. About a month later I, too, found blood in my stool. Due to the recent cancer diagnoses in my family, the fear which immediately nestled upon me was unsettling. I quickly called my physician and made an appointment for a colonoscopy procedure.


      My procedure was scheduled roughly forty-five days out. This was the first time I had ever truly looked death square in the face, not knowing if it was coming for me. My soul trembled. I cried. I wept.


      All the things that mattered didn’t seem to matter as much. All the frivolous things that I had dreamt of experiencing disappeared from thought. All that remained were thoughts of my own ignorance toward God and how, living for myself, I had neglected Him so many times before. This truth hurt deeper than any pain I had ever physically felt.


      In my sorrow, God met me with His compassion. He reminded me that before I had ever seen a day on this earth, He had known of and made atonement for my sins through Jesus Christ. The comfort I felt was immense. Because I believed in my heart and confessed with my mouth that Jesus is Lord—He died for me, and God raised Him from the dead—God would treat me as though He is ignorant of my sins.


      Ignorant is defined as to lack knowledge (Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary). My previous way of living was ignorant of God and His commands. I knew much of what God said in the Bible but often I, like the Apostle Paul, chose to “do what I did not want to do” (Romans 7:15–20). In response, because of Jesus Christ, God’s love was ignorant of my sins. It had finally fully registered in my mind that it is as if God never knew I had ever committed a transgression toward Him, even though He knew it all. I came to understand that when God looks at me He does not see me at all. Instead, He sees the pure Holy Spirit that lives in me. He sees His Son. He sees Himself.


      With my procedure weeks away and confronted with God’s ignorant love, the possibility of death no longer mattered. That is because when it comes to the believer, death does not exist. Death is simply a word that we use to express the absence of life. Since Jesus Christ is “the Way, the Truth, and the Life” (John 14:6) it can be aptly asserted that death is a word we use to describe the absence of Christ.


      What is a love so great that the one thing which would cause us to not experience it is the very thing that God would set out to rectify? It is a love that, for those who freely accept it, is completely and intentionally ignorant of the fact that sin even exists.




  “In response, because of Jesus Christ, God’s love was ignorant of my sins.”
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      Chapter 1

      Ignorant Love


      
      Love is ignorant. This idea of Ignorant Love swelled in my heart but I wanted to be sure that it is scripturally based before I shared it with anyone. It is a concept that I was skeptical about at first but after prayer, focus, research, and deep studying I have learned it to be true in every way.


      Often, people find themselves falling for or being in relationship with someone whose positive characteristics they accept and whose flaws they merely acknowledge. They eventually home in on the negative things and create a space that degrades some of their closest connections. Ignorant love disagrees with how we go about our handling the everyday happenings within those relationships.


      Ignorant love, therefore, means that if you love someone unconditionally, you accept and treat them as though you have no working knowledge of their flaws, faults, and failures—all those things that you do not like about them. I mean, isn’t that what Jesus does for all who confess and believe? Christians can live their lives in Christ as though they have never sinned. Jesus forgives and cleanses them from the penalty of sin (1 John 1:7).


      Normally, with a title such as Ignorant Love and dealing with how we express love relationally, I would think one would assume to begin from the perspective of self-love. Yes, Love Is Autonomous, and before one can effectively love someone else unconditionally, he must know who he is in Christ. The Bible is clear that he must love himself first (Matthew 22:39), as you cannot love your neighbor as you love yourself unless you love yourself already. This concept will be expanded in the second chapter.


      Instead, I open with Ignorant Love because when it comes to love this is where most people find themselves beginning. They try to love others before they learn to love themselves. It is not until the aftermath of failed relationships, broken hearted-ness, and even death that people decide to learn who they are as individuals. It is in the pit of loneliness and despair that many find themselves attempting to accept and love the person they see in the mirror.


      It is the year 2025 and commonalities across social media platforms regarding relationships shows just how disconnected we are from one another. There is a plethora of men bashing and women bashing. Women consistently discussing what some regularly call “sassy” men; Men discussing what some have coined 304’s. A ton of negativity without a conversational purpose. What is the point of having the conversation if the core of the issue is not being discovered and solutions sought after?


      What this says is that people have been attempting to love others but have been hurt. For various reasons, their love is being returned void. This cripples their desire to love openly and freely, due to their past experiences. They gave their form of love with reckless abandon and ended up feeling as though their world came crashing down when they were recklessly abandoned.


      The reward of a true and loving relationship is only amplified by the amount of risk one is willing to take in order to see it come to fruition. The greater the risk, the greater the reward. Maybe that is why God calls for us to take up our own cross with our very lives (Matthew 16:24; Luke 9:23). The reward that comes with the risk of vulnerability is a reminder of the rejoicing that took place in heaven when Jesus made Himself vulnerable so that you could be with Him. The risk is set. The penalty of not receiving Christ’s gift is immense but the reward is greater! For that reason, the only choice of substance that a non-believer can make is the decision to either live with Christ for eternity or live without Christ for eternity. Additionally, even as a believer your everyday actions reflect the choice you made.
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