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by Vivian Tease

“I said kiss me. And do it quick. Before this all goes away.”

Jake’s late-night escape from heartbreak takes an unexpected detour when an impromptu stop at a gas station leads him to something he never expected. Under the hum of florescent lights, he runs into Connie, his old flame and the girl-next-door who has blossomed into a sultry siren of desire.

The past gives way to the present as they rekindle a chemistry long dormant; their connection burns away the lingering echoes of Jake’s recent breakup, and reignites both of their loins. In the tight quarters of the gas station bathroom, Connie leads him into a whirlwind of desire, proving that sometimes the most exhilarating rides begin with a simple pit stop, and that hidden within every mundane moment is the potential for wild, carnal passion.
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by Vivian Tease

Jake drove his car down the highway doing 130 km/h easily. There were no cops out this late, he knew. He’d lived here his whole life, and been down these roads more times than he could count. But right now, he wasn’t going anywhere in particular. He just needed to drive. To clear his head. He just wanted to drive and drive fast and that’s exactly what he was doing.

Cheryl dumped him. After three long years, she’d dumped him. It had been coming, he had to admit to himself. Things hadn’t exactly been stellar the last few months. But they’d kept with it. He figured, hey, we’ve been together this long, why throw it all away just because we’ve hit a little rough patch? And then she sent him the text. Five messages was how long it spanned, but it all boiled down to the same thing: she didn’t want to be with him anymore. She’d been seeing someone else, someone on the side, and she’s decided to be with him instead. After three years of laughs, tears, birthdays and Christmases, he gets dumped in a fucking text message? Man, maybe he was better off without her.

He got the text at 7:22 pm. He spent the next few hours pacing back and forth in his apartment, re-reading the text, texting and calling Cheryl (each to no avail) and just generally thinking. At around a quarter after eleven, he decided he needed some air. So he got into his car, started driving, and now ... well, now here he was. It was 1:30 in the morning, Jake was still driving, and he just realized that he needed to get gas. God, just his luck. He thought he passed a sign saying that there was a gas station at the next exit, and he prayed to God that it was open. Otherwise he’d be spending the night on the side of the road, waiting for CAA.

For the first time this night, it seemed luck was on his side. He saw the gas station off to the side of the highway, and the lights were still on. Jake pulled the car into the exit lane and made his way to the station. There were two cars in the parking lot; perfect, he didn’t really feel like being surrounded by a bunch of drunken teenagers trying to buy smokes anyway. As Jake pulled the car up to the pump, he glanced into the station and only saw the attendant, standing bored at the counter. Huh, one of the cars must be his. But where’s the owner for the other car? Ah well, doesn’t matter.
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