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      In this comprehensive four-volume box set, Professor Zacharias Tanee Fomum draws from his exhaustive study of the Bible and a lifetime dedicated to the Lord to explore a wide range of crucial subjects, including:

      
        	Personal Spiritual Progress

        	Spiritual Warfare Through Prayer and Fasting

        	The Being and Making of Disciples

        	Laws of Spiritual Success

        	The Normal Church Life and the Local Church

        	Fellowship in the Body of Christ

        	The Challenge of Denominational Systems

        	And much more.

      

      This collection comprises a total of 39 impactful messages. Volumes one and two contain teachings delivered during a church retreat in Rixheim, France, in July 1989, while volumes three and four encompass a series of messages shared during the teaching ministry of the church in Yaoundé, Cameroon, between 1985 and 1986. As these messages have been transcribed from recordings, they offer heartfelt insights rather than theological discussions.

      We wholeheartedly encourage everyone to engage with this collection. It is our prayer that the Lord will grant you a profound understanding of His Body and facilitate a deeper fellowship with both Him and His people.
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      The church in Rixheim (France) invited me to teach them during their retreat in July 1989. This book is the substance of the eleven messages that they received during that retreat. Because the messages are here produced from cassette recordings of that retreat, they are not theological discussions, but words from a heart to hearts. May God bless you and speak to you as you read them.

      
        
        20th December 2006.
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            CHRISTIAN COMMITMENT

          

        

      

    

    
      YOU MUST HAVE A GOAL—1

      Be careful what your goal is, because you will accomplish it. If your goal is nothing, you will accomplish it. That is to say, you will accomplish nothing. People get to accomplish their goals. I want you to stop now and write down the goal for which you are reading this book. Write it down. Goals are not goals unless they have been clearly spelt out and given time limits.

      What if you entered a company and asked for the goal of that company, and the Director did not have it? If you found that it was written nowhere, and that he began to scratch his head for it, would you consider him serious? If you asked the President of France where France was going to, and there was no goal, would that not be terrible? For a nation going somewhere,

      
        	there must be a five-year development plan,

        	there must be a ten-year development plan,

        	there must be a fifteen-year development plan,

        	there must be a fifty-year development plan, etc..

      

      If not, the government is going nowhere.

      Yes, there are governments that are going nowhere, just as there are individuals who are going nowhere. They are going round and round, with greater speed, but on the same spot. They may go round and round until they get dizzy and faint. They seem to be doing so much work, but they are going nowhere. You must have a clear goal.

      YOU MUST HAVE A GOAL—2

      When you have written down your goal, you will start labouring to accomplish it. You will invest into your goal. You know how the world invests into their goals. Look at the Olympic athletes. They invest into their goals, and for many years. Last year when I was in the US, I read about a Russian swimmer who won a gold medal at the Olympic Games. She was picked out at the age of eight and started her training which went on for three years while she lived with her parents. At the age of eleven, she was taken away from her parents, and at twenty-three, she won the Gold Medal at the Olympics. This is investment, isn’t it? This is training, isn’t it?

      This easy-going West, where everybody is relaxed, paying a minimum price, going nowhere, but wanting maximum results, is corrupt. The tendency is to put in very little and expect the maximum. Some people put very little into their marriage, and then want fabulous results. They put very little into their wife, husband or children and want high romance and a sweet life. This is corruption.

      If you want the best, put in the best. If you want all, put in all. As it applies to marriage, so does it apply to our relationship with the Lord, to our profession and to what happens in the local church. What the local church or assembly is, depends on how much has been invested into it.

      If the assembly matures, it is in proportion to what has been put into it. If the elders put in everything, while the others are spectators, the assembly cannot reach its goal. For the assembly to accomplish its goal, the elders and everybody in the assembly must put in their all.

      Often I say to people, “If you do not want to put in your all, just go away. If you have nothing to do, do not do it in the Christian life. The Christian life is not a call for people to come and do nothing.” This is because the Lord Jesus calls people to a total commitment.

      He saw Peter and Andrew and asked them to come and follow Him. That was the end of all their other things. Then He saw Zebedee, his children and the hired servants. He took the sons, all of them. He did not decide to be merciful to Zebedee and, thereby, call only one of his children, so that the business would continue. He called all of them. I do not know what happened later on to this Galilean fishing group. But on that day, the two eminent persons were taken away, and were not told when they would come back. They were not even given time to go and bid their mother farewell. The command rang out, “Come, follow me.” The Lord Jesus who is our Saviour, is still an imperialist. He calls for a total commitment.

      THE NEED FOR TOTAL COMMITMENT—1

      Being a Christian means entering into the hands of Somebody whose demands are total. He cannot be the Saviour without being the Lord. His Lordship means that my own plans come to an end and that I submit to Him in a total way. It means the end of my own will and a commitment to His own will. There is a price to pay in following Jesus.

      From the day I say, “Yes,” to Him, I forgo the pursuit of my own ambitions and I make the pursuit of His own ambitions my only reason for living.

      I am asking you to commit yourself absolutely to the Lord, holding nothing back. Give Him all that you are and all that you will ever be and have. Put all of it into Him. Put all of it into knowing and serving Him. It is only then that you will know the sweetness, the beauty and the glory of the Christian life.

      Generally, those who complain the most are those who are not putting in everything. They want to exploit. They are those who specialise in: “Jesus, give me this. Jesus, give me that. God, give me. God, give me.” No! That is not what you have been called to. You have been called to give Him your all.

      THE NEED FOR TOTAL COMMITMENT—2

      You well know that communism was spread by literature. It became a plane that almost crashed the world through literature. They produced books in the milliards, and people read and believed them.

      People believe part or all of what they read, and it influences them. It strikes us that the greatest religious printing press in the world is that of the Jehovah witnesses. They produce more literature than any other religious system in the world, and they are having results. Three years ago, in one baptismal service in New York, they baptised 7, 136 people, as the fruit of their literature evangelism. We know that their doctrine is false, but they have captured the importance of literature.

      Hundreds of thousands of people are learning to read every day. What will they read? What they read will make them into what they become. Will they have sound Christian literature to read? We must wage a Christian literature war. You know what pornographic literature has done to France. You just need to infest a country with pornographic literature, and you produce an immoral people. Not to face the fact that what people read influences them, is not to be honest. What people read does influence them. In the same light, what people write influences them. What is the growing world population reading? What will they read? What they read will make or mar them permanently.

      The false cults have caught the vision of the power of literature, but the church is asleep. A bit is done here and there, but where are those who have declared war, putting in everything, to give the world the right kind of literature? Will you not do something about it?

      THE CHRISTIAN IS A MAN AT WAR

      If I understand it clearly, the Christian is born at war. We are born into battle. We are born into the Lord Jesus Christ in battle. We continue in battle and will be translated from battle. The trumpet will blow to take us away from battle.

      War puts an end to indulgence and to personal security. War calls for a war budget in everything. War calls for extreme sacrifice. War calls for forgetting the normal procedures. When war is declared, the young men are taken and compelled to go to the war-front. They are not asked, “How do you feel about your wife, children, etc.?” Nobody considers the fact that you are married and have children. You are conscripted and sent to war. You go and may never come back. This is as concerns worldly war.

      There is another war, an eternal war. The war of the King of kings, against the devil and all his hosts. But the church is at rest, asleep. Somehow, there is a veil on the eyes of God’s children. We do not seem to know that we are at war. Christians are the only people who relax when the war is raging. This should be repented of.

      I was very disturbed recently when I read that a certain denomination said that the songs of war should be removed from the hymn books. Oh brethren, as I see it, either someone is fighting for the Lord, or he is fighting against Him. The passive are fighting against Him. They are even more dangerous, because you do not know where to place them.

      If, in a team of ten, there are ten people totally committed, that team has more hope than one with two hundred people where only ten are committed. The one hundred and ninety non-committed ones are enemies. That is why in the case of Gideon, God ensured that all who were not committed to war were removed before they went into battle. If he had taken the whole lot, all of them would have perished.

      I am calling the believers to war - to war, first of all, with everything in their lives that stands against the Christian battle. I am asking for total consecration - spirit, soul and body. Every believer is to consecrate all that he is and will ever be, all that he possesses and will ever possess. I am asking that believers fall at the feet of the Mighty General - the Lord Jesus - and tell Him, “I am a soldier and I am coming with You.”
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            GIVING TO THE LORD

          

        

      

    

    
      THE BLESSEDNESS OF GIVING

      Somebody said that in a certain place, the first two words a child learns are “Give me.” It may be true. But it seems to describe the modern Christian. He comes to church to receive. He comes to say, “God, give me.” He comes to church to take. He says, “Take care of me. Take care of me.” No, no, no, that is exploitation. The church is a company of people who give and give and give. Why? It is more blessed to give than to receive.

      Part of the reason why Africa has remained backward is because of the “Give-me syndrome.” They receive, receive, receive and remain poor. There is need for a revolution. We must give and give and give. The person who is always taking will not get to the deeper blessings. He will have the superficial blessings of receiving, but will always be poor.

      Look at the nations that have always given and given. They are the most blessed. When we come to the Lord Jesus Christ, we come to pour our all to Him. We come to pour our all at the feet of the brethren, at the feet of the assembly, at the feet of those who have not yet heard the gospel. Our only prayer is, “Lord, if I had more to give!” This is what it was meant to be.

      Look at the supreme example of the Lord Jesus – He gave and gave. You see it in God the Father – For God so loved the world that He gave. The Holy Spirit so loved the world that He gave. Heaven knows the language of giving, giving and giving. Those who are of the heavenly race give, give and give. They hold nothing back. It is only then that we can begin to know the joy that the Christian life was supposed to be.

      When a nation gives and gives, it is blessed. When a nation takes and takes, it becomes more and more indulgent until it dies of poverty. We must look at things from God’s perspective. You must be asking, “What am I presently giving?” Do you even give praise to God? Ought you not to be begging God to take praise from you? It is a great privilege to give praise to the Lord. Must you be encouraged to give praise to the Lord? What have you given Him?

      BEGGING TO GIVE

      I was in Uganda for six years. There is a kingdom there, where the king is enormously rich. A man would come with, say, three cows to give to the king. Of course, you do not sit when you come in – you kneel down. Then you say to the king, “Your unworthy servant has come to ask if you could give him joy by receiving three cows from him.” The king does not look at the giver. If he accepts his gift, he will look at his servant, and the servant will in turn tell the giver that the king has accepted his gift. Then he goes away happy. If the king does not accept his gift, he will go away with his gift. He will stand up from his knees and carry his cows away. The king is immensely rich. You cannot add to his riches by your three cows.

      In Christ we are dealing with someone far richer than this king in Uganda. What can you give to Him? Is God bankrupt? If you gave Him a million francs, would it make Him any richer? If you gave Him all of your heart, would it make Him any richer? If you gave Him all of your time, would it make Him any richer? What does God need? It is only our privilege to become rich by giving to Him. When God decides to accept our gift, it is not in order to make Himself rich. It is so that we might become rich. We must learn to beg Him to receive from us.

      A number of the brethren who support us in the ministry send their gifts with a letter begging me to accept their money. They say, “Take our earthly currency and convert it into the currency of heaven, by investing it into the ministry, into the souls of men. May our money be found in heaven on that day.” We are just a transfer agency, transferring earthly money into heaven.

      People must beg to give. When people bring their offerings, they must come kneeling, begging God to receive and transfer their offering into the incorruptible currency of heaven. What if the person came and just threw it there, thinking to be doing the church a favour? God is not a dumping ground.

      May you see the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. May this lead you to see what a privilege it is to give to Him. Begin to beg to give to Him.
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            LOVING THE LORD

          

        

      

    

    
      THE EXAMPLE OF MARY MAGDALENE

      Let us look at the example of a woman who caught a vision of the Lord Jesus. We find it in John 20: 1-18. The story reads as follows:

      
        
        “Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!’

        So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.)

        Then the disciples went back to their homes, but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. They asked her, ‘Woman, why are you crying?’ ‘They have taken my Lord away,’ she said, ‘and I don’t know where they have put him.’ At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realise that it was Jesus.

        ‘Woman,’ he said, ‘why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?’ Thinking he was the gardener, she said, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’ She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, ‘Rabboni’ (which means teacher.)

        Jesus said, ‘Do not hold unto me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, “I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”

        Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: ‘I have seen the Lord!’ And she told them that he had said these things to her.”

      

      

      The women went to the tomb early in the morning. Of these women, Mary Magdalene was the foremost. When you look at the list of the many women who followed the Lord, she is at the top of the list. Her love for the Lord was singular, outstanding. When names are put in the Bible, they are not put in alphabetical order. They are either put in order of spiritual importance, or in order of spiritual quality. Among the disciples, Simon Petter's name is always the first. When Peter is with John, Petter's name is always put before John’s. It is never John before Peter.

      In the kingdom of God, there is a hierarchy. It is a hierarchy that is being forgotten these days, because everybody is being considered as the same. Everybody is not the same. I hope you recognise the leaders and give them the honour they deserve. I also hope the leaders know that they are not the same with the people. God is not a God of confusion. Everybody does not have the same spiritual weight and everybody does not have the same standing with God. It is folly to ignore this.

      So Mary Magdalene was there, early, while it was still dark. Her heart was burning for the Lord Jesus Christ. She had loved Jesus Christ so intensely all these years. She had followed Him all these years, with an ever-growing love - a love that became a flame, an increasing flame, - such that on the resurrection morning, she could not wait for day-break. She was burning to go to the tomb early, while it was still dark. She went into the tomb to look for Him whom she loved.

      Her love braved the darkness. Her love made her take the risk. There was the risk of falling into the hands of bandits, rapists, etc.. But her love gave her power over these risks. Love holds nothing back. Love pours out its all. Love mocks at the consequences.

      It is this love that makes missionaries go to unknown countries, risking their lives, that they might proclaim the love of Jesus. It is this love that causes people to dare to sacrifice everything, holding nothing back. Love gives its all. Love gives the ultimate, and finally sacrifices itself, wishing there were more to give.

      The one who holds something back from his loved one, either does not love, or his love has begun to grow cold. We also know that by many deeds of shame, love grows cold. When love is hot, everything is given. Nothing is held back. There is no calculating of what is given.

      When Mary Magdalene got there, she saw that the stone had been rolled away. That was her first gain – she was the first to see what had happened. A woman was the first to see it. Then she ran to Simon Peter and the other disciples, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have placed him.”

      His disciples, who bore those big names, were not there. Sleeping apostles! They were not the first at the tomb. These apostles, who were specially chosen, were not there. These apostles, whose names are going to be found in the eternal city, were not there. Why were they not there? Their love for the Lord Jesus was weak. It was not perfected. It was a kind of intellectual love. But Mary Magdalene could not hold back. She, a woman, was the one running to go and tell them that the Lord had been taken away.

      It ought to have been Peter and John coming to say that the Lord was not there. They ought to have been the ones to spend that night there, waiting for the resurrection; so that they would see the risen Lord and announce the fact that He is risen, but they were not there. They were sleeping or doing something else. Whatever they were doing, was not the result of hearts aflame for God. It was not the result of being carried away with love for Jesus. They were theologians.

      It was only when Mary Magdalene told Peter and John, that they went to the tomb. They both ran, but the other disciple outran Peter. I am disturbed by John’s attitude here. John was the disciple whom Jesus loved, but he was not the disciple who loved Jesus the most. It is one thing to be loved by Jesus, but another thing to love Jesus. John is said to be the disciple whom Jesus loved, not the disciple who loved Jesus. What about you? He was the beloved, but he was not the lover. If he had been the lover, he would have been there.

      The other disciple got there first and, because he was younger, he stood there, outside, and looked from a distance. He saw the linen lying there, but he did not go in. He did not want to take the risk to enter. Then Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen and the napkins lying there. Then the other disciple who was with him, seeing that it was safe, followed Peter into the tomb, saw, and believed.

      Now, there is another interesting thing to note here. When they saw that the body of the Lord Jesus was not there, the disciples went back to their homes. They were satisfied with seeing the napkins. They were satisfied with theoretical evidence that Jesus was risen. They went back home. They did not see Jesus, but they were satisfied. Satisfied with napkins! They did not see Jesus, but were satisfied – How terrible!

      Today, there are many who are satisfied with blessings. If God blesses them, that is alright. If God sends them blessings, that is alright. There are others who are interested in gifts. They want spiritual gifts. They want to be great pastors, miracle-workers, etc.. They are satisfied with the gifts. They do not seek the Giver. Their needs are such that can be met by gifts. Jesus can stay away for as long as possible, provided He sends them gifts. So long as Jesus ensures that all is well with them, they are satisfied.

      BURNING LOVE FOR THE LORD JESUS

      The tragedy of our generation, is that those who hunger for Jesus are on the decrease. Those who are dissatisfied with the fact that He has not yet come are on the decrease. They are happy that things are going on well. But they are not heart-broken that the heavenly Lover has not yet come. They have never spoken to Him, saying, “Lord, when are You coming? Lord, come. Lord, come.” They do not miss Him; so they are not able to tell Him, “Lord, although we have Your blessings, and they are good, there is a certain void, that blessings cannot fill, which You alone can fill. Lord, when will You come?”

      Imagine a young girl who is engaged, the fiancé is away and only sends money, gifts and pictures. She is contented with the pictures, the gifts and the money but is not worried that the fiancé is away. Every year he does not come, but she is happy: more gifts come with more pictures, but he does not come, then another year, more and more gifts, more and more pictures, but not the fiancé. What would you think of the girl if she continued to say, “Wonderful, wonderful”? Would you consider her normal?

      My fear is that the bride of Christ has become abnormal. She is satisfied with the gifts of the Lord, with the blessings of the Lord, so that she knows no pain because the Lord is not there. There is no anguish because the Lord is not there.

      I want to ask you – have you ever known pain because the Lord is not there? Is there something in you that is breaking because the Lord is not there? Is there something in you which spiritual gifts and blessings cannot satisfy because Jesus is not there? Is there something that a wonderful husband, wife or children cannot satisfy, because Jesus, your Heavenly Lover, is not there?

      When did you ever yearn in prayer because Jesus is not yet there? Have you ever, out of pain, asked that Jesus should come? Or, are the promises of His return there for you to calculate for mere theological theories? You want the theological theories, but for the Heavenly Lover, you have no burning. This abnormal situation has to be corrected.

      We have been talking about sacrifice. Only those who have such love in their hearts for Him can make great sacrifices. Those who have such love in their hearts for Him cannot hold anything back from Him. They beg to give. They cannot keep it for themselves while His interests suffer. Their greatest interest and joy are to give. Why? Because they know to Whom they are giving.

      THE EXAMPLE OF MARY MAGDALENE - 2

      While the disciples were returning home, not having seen Jesus, but satisfied with the napkins, there was a person who could not go back, a person whom napkins could not satisfy, a person whom theoretical evidence could not satisfy. The Bible says,

      
        
        ”…but Mary stood outside the tomb crying” (John 20:11).

      

      

      She was weeping because she wanted Jesus, but He was not there. “As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb, and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.” Here, again, Mary was the only one who saw the angels. The disciples had gone back home. As she pressed on a step further, she saw the angles.

      As people press on, they enter into deeper things with God. As they sacrifice more, more is also revealed to them. As they spend more time in His presence, they are told what the casual person does not hear. The more time you spend in His presence, the deeper the issues become.

      She saw the angels and they asked, “Why are you weeping?” But the voice of angels could not satisfy her. The sight of angels could not satisfy her. I do not know how deep your spiritual experience is. It may be that the Lord has appeared to you. It would not be strange. Perhaps you have seen angles, or the great acts of God. We thank God for that, but they cannot replace the Lord Jesus. Angels cannot substitute for Jesus.

      When asked why she was crying, Mary Magdalene replied, “They have taken my Lord away, and I don’t know where they have put him.” She was saying, “Alive or dead, I want my Lord.” “At this, she turned around…” Why did she turn around? Because angels could not satisfy the flame that was burning in her heart. If some of us could see angels, our nation and the whole world would hear of it. But for her, whose heart was tuned to Jesus, and only to Jesus, the angels could not satisfy her. She saw them, but she turned away from them, to look for Jesus, because only Jesus could satisfy her.

      When she turned, she saw Jesus, but did not know that He was the one. Why did she not recognise Him? It may be that she was blinded by the many tears so that she could not see clearly. Those who love the Lord Jesus may make mistakes in the expression of their love for Him. They could make mistakes in the pouring out of themselves to Him. But there is a world of difference between a heart that is aflame and giving itself away, and a cold calculating one that makes no errors.

      “‘Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?’ Thinking he was the gardener, she said, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.’” She wanted Him, only Him, whatever His condition. Her desire had got to the height. She was all desire for Him.

      When she reached this breaking point, where she could control herself no more, the Lord called to her, “Mary.” At this she entered into bliss. All her being entered into satisfaction. Her joy was perfect. For the lover, just hearing the Lord pronounce their name, is more than all the gold in the whole world. It is more than the highest provision in the whole world. If she had been made President, it would have meant nothing to her. “Mary,” from the Lord, and she was fulfilled.

      She sought the Lord Jesus and paid all the price. She was dissatisfied with all else. When she came to the point where either she saw Jesus or she would break into pieces, the Lord showed Himself to her. This was another victory for her.

      When she wanted to hold unto Him, so that He would never go away, the Lord told her, “Do not hold unto to me,..” and gave her a revelation: “I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to your God and my God.’” She was receiving the revelation that the disciples were to become sons, not just servants. That revelation of the fact that in Christ God becomes a Father, was initially given to her, because she loved much.

      She was the first messenger Jesus sent after the resurrection - Go instead to my brothers and tell them,… It was not said to Peter, John or another. It was to Mary Magdalene. She bore the first message. She was the first instrument the Lord used when the devil was defeated. No one can love the Lord, and love Him so deeply, so totally, and not be promoted by God. But if the promotion is very, very big, it will always be private, known to the lover, and known to Jesus. Those who are looking for empty pride cannot find it.

      She won a place in the heart of the Lord. She was sent in a special way. The disciples continued to occupy the top position before men, before the church. But Mary Magdalene occupied the first position before Jesus – and that is where positions matter. Oh that we, too, like her, would make Jesus the object of our deepest attention, invest everything, pay all the price to seek Him, and take no rest until He reveals Himself to us, and then we shall be fulfilled!
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            POISED FOR THE HEIGHTS IN CHRIST

          

        

      

    

    
      YOU ARE AN EAGLE – FLY!

      If you learn of a spiritual experience which you know nothing about, take it as a challenge to move ahead, not as a topic for discouragement. If you take the love of Mary Magdalene as a cause to be discouraged, then you will not move ahead. But if you see it as an opportunity to rise to a new level, then you will rise.

      When God exposes my faults, I see it as a new springboard from which to jump up. You should also not keep your eyes on the past as you move ahead. How can a man run forward while looking backward? He will surely get involved in an accident. Even if you have made a thousand mistakes in the past, forget them. And even if you have had a billion successes in the past, forget them. The eyes must be fixed ahead.

      The apostle Paul says,

      
        
        “Forgetting what is behind and straining towards what is ahead, I press on towards the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenwards in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14.)

      

      

      You cannot press forward to what is in the past. There are some people who specialise in crying over spilt milk. Those are wasted tears. Even if you weep and weep, you will not have back the spilt milk and drink it. Look ahead to the new milk that will come, and make sure that you do not spill it.

      We bring this message to you, believing that you are an eagle, determined to fly. We believe that when you show an eagle a new height, the response is, “I did not know that such a height existed, I will jump unto it.” This is how I have behaved in my Christian life. I have never sat down to weep, or to regret. I say, “I made a mistake. I will improve. I did not know it was so. Now that I know, things will be different.” I do not know a day when seeing new standards produced discouragement in me.

      PRESSING ON

      The year I gave my life to the Lord, I read the biography of Hudson Taylor. It was quite a life. I rejoiced. I said, “So there are great things to do in this Christian life? Great possibilities! So deliverance from sin can be known? So one can possibly shake a whole continent?” I began to say, “If it can be done, then I will do it.” I longed to know his secret. I read his books to see what his secret was. I found out that one of his secrets was faith. Then another was a reckless abandonment to God. I also found out that there was this spirit of wanting to do the near-impossible for God. This is how I spent the first year of my Christian life.

      I told myself, “Since for everything, the answer seems to be found in this Bible, I must know it.” In my first year as a believer, I read the Bible five times from Genesis to Revelation. I also read fifty books on the Christian life. I was reading a book a week. I was in my first year in the University and did not find my studies tedious. I slept not more than five hours a day. I have improved on that now. I found it exciting to know more and more about this word, on which the whole Christian life depended.

      I also decided that I wanted a first-class degree. There was a famous price for the most outstanding student in the Faculty of Science. When I asked about it, they said no one had had it for the last four years, because nobody had met the requirements. I wrote my name on it, and decided to wake up at 3:30 am, spend one hour with God in prayer and Bible reading and study for two hours. I decided that I would be three hours ahead of the others. While they were still waking up, I was already three hours ahead of them.

      I was also afraid that I could miss that price, so I decided I would not go on holidays. From the day I entered the University until I graduated, I did not go on holidays, except for the three weeks I spent at a Christian Leadership Training Course. Challenges are to be conquered, and not seen as a call for discouragement. Challenges are a call for a forward move. They are not a call for one to sit down and weep.

      IF AT FIRST YOU DO NOT MAKE IT

      When I attempt a thing and do not make it, I tell myself, “Next time I will make it.” Once we started a forty-day fast for the overthrow of the satanic prince of Malsi. I fell ill on the eight day and was so sick that I could not continue the fast, but the brethren continued. So what was I to do? Sit down and weep over the fact that I could not continue the fast? No. I turned aside and, for the next thirty days, I was working fifteen hours a day. That was when I wrote the book With Christ in the School and Ministry of Prayer.

      You do not sit down and weep. You move ahead. What is not possible today, is the challenge for tomorrow. But it must be done.

      PRACTICAL ISSUES

      I am going to ask you to impose discipline in your life. I have the mandate to say this to you. I have my meditation book to back it up. On the first page of my meditation book, I have written the goal of my life. I look at it every day. I judge everything on the basis of how much it leads me towards that goal. Then I meditate and write what God is saying. I write what I see in the scriptures. I write what the application is for me. I confess what is wrong in my life and make plans for moving ahead. The things that are critical are noted, so that I can come back to them. I underline some of the things. Others are written in capital letters. Some are extracted for special cards that require urgent attention. You, rise and do the same.

      You must seek God. There is what can come from a sermon. But that is no substitute for what God can tell you when you are alone, depending on where you are in your life, and the challenges before you. Get a good notebook for your daily meditation. This is because, if God is talking to you, you do not write it on a piece of paper that can easily be lost. Even the world keeps a record of national history. How much more of what God is saying to me, which I must obey?

      We also ask that the children should meditate. From the time they can read their Bibles, they should begin to meditate, if they are converted. In our home, there are three hours for waking up: a few minutes before 4:00 am for myself, my wife, our first daughter, and two other adults who live with us, who need two hours to meet the Lord. At 5:00 am, we wake up the others who need about an hour to meet the Lord. At 5:30 am, we wake up the one who needs about thirty minutes with the Lord. Then at 6:00 am, we have the family worship, where the word is taught and where we pray as a family. Then we get into the day.

      Talking about prayer, I have many prayer books, but there is one which I move with, because I use it on a daily basis. On the first page is written the goal of my life. I rule it as follows:

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      In the last few years, I have had fifty-thousand answered prayer requests. To me the Christian life is a most serious life because either it is worth all that I can put in, or it is worth nothing. And if it is worth nothing, I should throw it away completely and fight against it. But the Lord Jesus Christ is Lord and merits everything. I want you to take Him that serious.

      I have been applying myself seriously to chemistry, and meeting up to the standards required. I cannot apply myself to Chemistry in a very serious way and then come to the Christian life and treat it lightly. God deserves more seriousness than the highest science. Let us give Him the seriousness He deserves.
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            TOTAL COMMITMENT OF THE BEST TO THE LORD

          

        

      

    

    
      GOD DESERVES THE BEST

      There was a concept that went on in Africa some years ago, which held that if you fail all your exams, and cannot do anything else, you go to a Bible School and become a preacher of the gospel. To me, this is the worst crime. In the first place, the gospel is the most difficult thing on earth. This is because to live the gospel is not a joke. And, to live under the light of God is a most serious affair. Then, to say that somebody who cannot do anything else should go and preach the gospel is disaster. God can use all kinds of people, but the best people should be those preaching the gospel. It is the most qualified who should be involved in preaching the gospel. If God does not deserve the best, who then deserves it? If God does not deserve the best men and the best women in this nation, who then deserves them? If He does not deserve the best talents in the nation, who deserves them?

      If I were looking for preachers of the gospel, I would look for first class men and women. I would demand for consecrated hearts with the biggest brains and gifts. I would look for people for whom it would cost the maximum. That which costs you nothing has no use in the kingdom of God. It is useless to God.

      Recently, as we were praying for the work God has given us, I wrote a prayer in my Bible. I said, “Lord, remove from the ministry, all who would not put in their all, because they will cause it to fail.” When you put in your all, then you ensure that things go the right way. You make sure that you practically contribute by prayer and all that is possible.

      PUTTING IN YOUR ALL

      An American millionaire wanted to start a new company. He called four other millionaires and told them, “I want you to invest in this new company. We shall share the profits equally.” They said it was a good idea. But he said that would be on one condition – that they closed all their other businesses and put all that they had into this new business. He was going to do same with his other businesses and put all into this business. Now, that was serious.

      It was easy to buy the idea of this company, but when you had to put in your all, and cancel all the other possibilities, one man said, “No. It is too risky.” Three of the people accepted. That meant that four people in all got into the business.

      They sold the other companies and all else that they had and put their money into that new company. All of them are multi billionaires today. That man caught the secret. Since they put in their all, they also put in everything to ensure that it succeeded. If it failed, they were finished.

      I want to ask about the assembly where you are a member. If that assembly fails, are you finished? If it got scattered? If there was terrible sin all over, and they had to close the assembly, would you be hard-broken? Or would you simply look for the next place in town and go there quietly, singing Hallelujah?

      The assembly cannot succeed, if it is made of people who will look for the next place in town and go there, singing Hallelujah. Such people cannot invest their all.

      The person on whom the assembly is built, carries it at heart twenty-four hours a day. He carries the people in prayer. He watches over the people in prayer, investing time and everything else. Such a person will not just give a tithe. He will give sacrificially. He will put in all that he can.

      Look at marriages. Someone has said that these days people marry for the better, and not for the worse. If there is the slightest difficulty, they agree to end it all. They married without putting in their all. Some even sign “Biens Séparés.” I heard it for the first time in French, and it means “separated property.” I think this is done in preparation for divorce. I asked somebody why he was doing such a thing. He answered that he did it so that when divorce comes, there will be no confusion in matters of property.

      At the back of the minds of many, there is the day the marriage will end. How then can it work? The thoughts of their hearts will mature. Of course, that is not a Christian marriage. In a Christian marriage, you come putting in your all. You do not come into it anticipating divorce.

      When I went to America, I was shocked. Even among believers, they marry and divorce, and many times over. I went to an assembly where there was a woman singing. She had married, divorced twice and was preparing for a third marriage. She did all this as a believer. I desired for a plane to take me back to Africa quickly. That is not the Christian faith. It is not Christianity.

      In what are you paying the price? What is it costing you? We have seen in Mary Magdalene, a knowledge of the Lord Jesus, at cost. Let it be known that there will never be deep knowledge of the Lord, except at great cost. Look at every life that made impact for God and you will find that there was a great price paid.

      DAVID’S ROUTE TO GREATNESS

      Let us take a look at David. He did not get to the throne easily. You know the price he paid. Before he got to the throne, he had learnt a new use for beards. He knew how to catch lions by the beard and kill them. He knew how to take bears by the beard and kill them. He said,

      
        
        “Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear…” (1 Samuel 17:36).

      

      

      Before he came to be prominent, he had sacrificed his life, more or less. When you face a lion or a bear with your empty hands, you either kill it or you are killed. He had known sacrifice, total sacrifice in private.

      I can just imagine how he learnt to play the guitar. Maybe by sitting on a dead lion and learning how to play; or seating on a dead bear, and then striking the strings. What was the audience? Not beautiful girls, to clap. It was sheep. That is where the man learnt, day by day, to become the famous man that he was.

      People forget the price that he paid before he was appointed for anointing. Before his private anointing by Samuel, he had anointed himself in the school of sacrifice. I can imagine a lioness saying, “All was well, till my husband went to attack David’s sheep. He has never come back.” She might have told the son, “You may go to all the sheep pens. But do not pass near the son of Jesse’s flock. I have already had enough heart-break.” The bears might have been crying out the same. He made a name for himself.

      Those who became his mighty men were criminals, worthless men. These gathered around him. They were four hundred in number. Through patience and training, he made them into the mighty men of David. They did not grow in courts. They were trained. They were trained in the caves, on the run with David, running away from King Saul. There was a price paid.

      Parents know that some of the children pay the price and the others do not. This price may be in obedience, hard work and being helpful. Parents also know that the children who pay the price are closer to their hearts. How then can one think that he will get to the heights without paying the price?

      THE PRICE JESUS PAID

      I am amazed at the price Jesus paid. The first price was that of becoming man. It was a great price to accept the limitations that went with becoming man. It meant emptying Himself of His glory, power, might and splendour. He had to pay the price of learning obedience, of being rejected and dying on the cross. He did not escape from paying the price. He rather paid the greatest price. The cross is welded to the price paid.

      There is a modern cross – a dangerous cross. It is a cross at no cost. Did He not die, thereby, leaving us an example to follow? If we want to know God as He did, we must tread the pathway he trod.

      In Mark 1:32-38, you see a certain key into His life;

      
        
        “That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. The whole town gathered at the door, and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was.

        Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. Simon and his companions went to look for him, and when they found him, they exclaimed: ‘Everyone is looking for you!’ Jesus replied, ‘Let us go somewhere else – to the nearby villages – so I can preach there also. That is why I have come.’”

      

      

      The Lord Jesus performed miracles. It was a tremendous evening. The demon-possessed were delivered and the sick were healed. Then He went to sleep. In the morning, He did not go back there to bathe in the popularity of the previous day. He did not come back to listen whether they were talking about Him. He did not come back to ask whether the people had maintained their healing. He did not seek those who sought Him. He did not want their praise.

      Rather, “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.” This was the key to the life of Jesus. He woke up very early, while it was still dark, and went off to pray. He did not lie under His blanket, thanking God for the beautiful sleep of the night. He did not say, “God, You see, I worked very hard last night. There are these people who will always praise Your name because I worked hard. God, I deserve My sleep.” That is not what He did.

      But that is what believers are doing today. Yet, they say they want to be like Him. They will never be like Him, for they have decided not to do the things that Jesus did. What Jesus did was fundamental for His own spiritual greatness. The Saviour of the world abandoned sleep, after a busy day. After a day with miracles and deliverance and the like, He woke up a great while before day, and went to pray.

      Was He looking for comfort? No! Was He looking for ease? No. Was He sparing His body? No! Was He conforming to what people were doing? No! Was He afraid of the darkness? No! Like the one who later loved Him, He did not fear the darkness. He withdrew to a lonely place, and there He prayed.

      I want you to see something – that the Lord paid the price. His knowledge of the Father was not served to Him on a plate. His relationship with the Father was not established while He slept. Some people hope to know God by their dreams when they are sleeping. I am not against dreams. The problem is that some people dream too much. Their lives are filled with dreams. They hope to know God only by dreams. I know some people who always come to me with a new dream, asking for interpretation. Who made me an interpreter of dreams?

      Jesus did not dream. He sought His Father. When did He do it? When it was comfortable? No! When it was easy? No! When all could go without any inconvenience? No! He withdrew from distraction, from places where He could be interrupted, into a lonely place, and there He prayed. Let me ask you – are you in any way better than the Lord, so that you can spare yourself the discipline He inflicted on Himself and still expect to know God as He did?

      He was God. He was the beloved of the Father. He was the Son of the bosom of the Father, but He did not take anything for granted. The Father hid nothing from Him. But He did not take it for granted. He had all the power and all the authority given to Him, but He did not take it for granted. He decided that He would withdraw a great while before day, and go to pray. He woke up a great while before day, so as to have plenty of time to be with His Father and to pray.

      The Lord Jesus decided that He would not see the face of man before He had seen the face of the Father. He decided that He would not talk to man about God until He had talked to God about man. Many of us talk too little about man to God, and talk too much to man about God. He therefore gave enough time, to plunge the deepest into the Father, to enjoy the Father, to allow the Father to enjoy Him, to get the details about the day from the Father, to get the directions for the day from the Father, in order to come out and execute them. We need to ask ourselves whose servants we are. We come into the day without clear instructions from the Boss. We therefore do our own things, in the name of Jesus.

      Let us look at the matter of loyalty. As a subordinate, you seek for instructions before acting. The subordinate wants to get instructions. He wants to check whether it is the correct line of action. If we, His servants, are subordinate to the Lord, how dare we go into His day, without His instructions, without His line of action, without the things that must be done on that day, and how to do them? How dare we joyously go into such a day? Is that being fair to Him? Does it sound honest? Is that a right representation of Him – that, as a servant, you do not know what your Master wants done, and that you have not confirmed the plans with Him? Is it normal, that you have not sought to meet Him alone, to hear those things that He would not tell you in the presence of the others?

      You know, lovers always seek to be alone. They can be with people, but at the slightest opportunity, they want to whisper into each other’s ear. It may not be very special, but they do not just want another person to know about it. If you see two people who are always happy to be in the presence of other people, they are not lovers. Lovers feel like breaking if they cannot find time to be alone. They want to be away, so as to whisper into one another’s ear, “I love you.” They do not want another person to hear it. When another person hears it, it becomes less beautiful.

      Those who love the Lord Jesus look for an opportunity where, alone, they can tell Him, “I love You. Lord, let me tell You again, I love You.”

      As far as the Lord Jesus was concerned, a day began with prayer. Without prayer, there was no day. He needed to receive new strength from the Father. We seem to be those who can go into the day without a renewed touch, and renewed strength and faith to execute His will. No wonder, things are general. No wonder, there are no assured convictions, because people have not heard Him. How many people can say, “This is what my Father said to me today. He said that this or that issue in my life was not correct. He asked me to put it right by doing this or that”?

      The Lord withdrew and He prayed. When it was day, the disciples began to look for Him. They could not have been looking for Him if it was not His habit to withdraw and pray. They found Him, in a deserted place, because they knew that it was His habit. They told Him that everyone was looking for Him. But then, He was looking for the Father. Everyone wanted Him, but He wanted the Father. People desired His presence, but He desired the presence of the Father. People were fulfilled in Him, but He was fulfilled only in the Father’s presence.

      He was not flattered by the news that everyone was looking for Him. He was totally unmoved by crowds. He was unmoved by the praise of those He had healed. He was not moved by the praise of the men He had delivered. He was untouched by that which strikes the eye.

      When they told Him that everyone was looking for Him, He did not say, “Let us go so that I may attend to these searching men.” Instead He said, “Let us go somewhere else – to the nearby villages – so I can preach there also. That is why I have come.” It was a commitment to the Father, and a commitment to the Father’s goal, to the Father’s will. He did this every day. No wonder, He was always correct. No wonder, the devil found nothing wrong in Him.

      He was pure. He was God incarnate, yet He sought the Lord as He did. Those of us, His children, who know the Father less than Jesus did, and who know only limited communion with Him, ought to seek Him more. If He needed one hour, we need two. If He needed two, we need four. If daily seeking of the Father was a must for Him, then it is a double must for us. If He paid the price, we cannot run away from it, except to run away from the deeper life of God.

      If you ask me what has been the one determinant thing for me in my walk with God, it is that since 1966, until today, at least five days a week, I have stood up to meet God. I know many who testify to the fact that from the time they started to stand up and meet God, they have never been the same. They sought Him, and He revealed Himself to them. They sought His leading, and He gave them. For them, a romance has begun with Jesus, that is becoming an ever-increasing experience.
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            THE RESPONSIBILITY TO PRAY

          

        

      

    

    
      PRAYER AND THE LOCAL ASSEMBLY

      If there are problems in an assembly, those problems will find their answer in prayer. The greatest crime of the church through the centuries has been the lack of prayer.

      Holiness is the fruit of prayer. Souls are won as a result of prayer. People are built up in the Lord as a result of prayer. Vision comes to a praying people. Sacrifice to the Lord is the fruit of prayer. Backsliders are restored as a result of violent praying. Revival comes because people dare to pray and to insist and to rend the heavens.

      Look at any move of God in the history of the church. It was always in answer to prayer. But the problem of this generation is that it is a technology-oriented generation. It is also oriented towards techniques. It is not a generation oriented towards prayer.

      I say this as one who has done some travelling around the world. I have found that the central problem of God’s people in this generation, is prayerlessness. It is activity, instead of praying. It is as if the people of God can do every other thing except prayer.

      In evangelistic campaigns, millions are spent. But when you come to look at how much time was invested into prayer, you will be shocked. Generally, there is some light praying done a week or two before the campaign. Then they expect that God should answer in a mighty way. That is corruption. They want God to do what He will not do.

      If people will not pray, and if they will not make prayer their priority, they are in for superficiality. They can be very serious about many other things, but I can guarantee any person and any group of people who do not make prayer their priority, that they are in for superficiality or for shame.
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