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CHAPTER ONE

IT’S RAINING
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Barbara woke to rain drumming on her rusty window. Cool droplets slid down the glass as thunder rumbled in the distance. She stretched, yanked off the rumpled blue sheet, and blinked into the grey morning.

She fumbled under the pillow until she found her glasses that were broken at the bridge and taped together. Sliding them on, she took in the mess: empty soda cans teetered on the nightstand, crumpled donut boxes littered the floor, and a mountain of clothes spilled off the chair. In the foggy mirror across the room, she saw streaks of mascara under tired eyes and greasy curls that begged for a brush.

Memories of last night flashed in her mind. “You’ve spent the whole week in bed,” her mother had scolded. “Fix those glasses and clean up this room.” Barbara sighed. School started next week, and she still hadn’t finished her summer assignments for Miss Lily.

She kicked off her socks and trudged to the bathroom. The cold water in the shower made her gasp, but she scrubbed away a week of sleepiness. Steam curled around her, and minty shampoo tickled her scalp until she felt almost awake.
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