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​Introduction
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There are many versions of the Cinderella story that can be found in cultures all over the world, going back for thousands of years. However, there were no glass slippers in the story until Charles Perrault wrote his Mother Goose Tales. He created the glass slippers when he wrote his version of Cinderella. It’s a very odd detail for him to add to this story. 

However, there's a VERY good reason for adding that to this story...
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Background Info
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Although there are many versions of the Cinderella story, but the version in this book is based on the version by Charles Perrault (aka Mother Goose). There are some references to the versions from the Grimm Brothers, but most of the book is based on Perrault’s version because he is the one who first added the glass slippers to the story. 

To make sure that you had access to both the Grimms’ and Perrault’s versions of the story, I’ve included a copy of each of them at the end of this book.  

The version of Perrault’s Cinderella used in this book is taken from “Tales of Passed Times” and illustrated by Charles Robinson. It was published in the U.S. before 1924 and is in the public domain in the U.S. The Brothers Grimm version is also included in this book. Both are in the public domain in the US. 
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​Why Does Cinderella Wear Glass Slippers?
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That is the one question that almost everyone asks at some point about Charles Perrault’s story of Cinderella. And of course people would ask about that, because it’s such an odd detail in the story. If we first read or see the story when we're very young, then we're less likely to notice that. It's only as we get older that we start to think about how very odd it is for Cinderella to wear glass on her feet. 

Why is this a problem? Because glass can break, and when that happens it can shatter into pieces with very sharp edges which can cause injuries. So why would anyone want to wear something so dangerous on their feet? 

In this story it's not a matter of vanity the way that it is in the Grimms’ versions of the story. The glass slippers present a problem when Cinderella's stepsister is trying to wear it, but in Perrault's version of this story, neither of her stepsisters try to wear it and neither of the glass slippers break. This is partly because it's a fairy tale, where oddities and magic are normal. The larger world of Faerie is where people, animals, plants, and inanimate objects are often given odd and fantastic abilities which are not at all possible in the real world. 

However, even people who can accept magical items within faerie stories still have a hard time explaining the glass slippers. 

The first time that glass slippers were introduced into Cinderella was in Charles Perrault's version of the story. It’s only after his Mother Goose stories were published that this particular aspect is included in so many versions of the story that we have today. Even Disney's version of Cinderella uses the glass slippers, but their version is a combination of the stories found in Perrault's Mother Goose and the version in the book by the Grimm Brothers. 

When compared with other stories that include magic or magical objects, the comparison makes the slippers seem even more odd because they don’t have any unusual abilities, the way so many stories with magic in them do: 


They don’t allow Cinderella to travel great distances with each step, as the seven-league boots do in Howl’s Moving Castle and Puss in Boots 

They don’t allow Cinderella to become invisible, the way that rings and cloaks do in fantasy stories like The Hobbit, Lord of the Rings, or Harry Potter

They don’t force her to dance, as the red shoes do in Hans Christian Andersen’s The Red Shoes

They don’t magically bring her home, like Dorothy’s ruby red slippers do in the movie version of “The Wizard of Oz” (or the silver slippers in the book)



So what do the glass slippers actually do in the story? 


They continue to exist after midnight, when the rest of the magical effects from her fairy godmother wear off

They allow the prince to recognize Cinderella after the magic from her fairy godmother is gone

They become a symbol of wisdom
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Why Would Cinderella’s Godmother Give Her Glass Slippers?
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If Cinderella is going to attend a royal ball, then she does need to wear the proper attire. However, this seems impossible for her after she was relegated to the status of a servant and an animal. 

She isn’t even allowed to eat her meals with them, and finally has to sit in the ashes by the fireplace during meals. It's because she was reduced to ashes that the rest of her family called her by a very rude nickname: Cinderslut. 

The ashes that she is now covered in show that she has symbolically been reduced to nothing in the eyes of her family and doesn’t even have a real name in the story. Her nickname refers to the “cinders” left over from the wood burning in the fireplace, and she sits beside the fire during family meals while they toss insults at her. 

Fairy tales are simple but deeply symbolic stories, so we can't just take them at face value. Instead, we need to look at the symbolic meaning of the glass slippers in addition to the surface meaning if we want to understand their role within the context of this story. 

Often when there is a reference to sight or seeing a thing, that object becomes a symbol for knowledge and the potential for wisdom. Some examples of this are: 


A person who doesn't just notice, but sees something, where the author makes a point of calling our attention to what that character sees

A reference to something that is used to help a character see something more clearly

An object that directly refers to our sense of sight, like glasses or mirrors



These references can either show that a character is wise or has the potential to become wise within the story, or showing that the character is lacking in wisdom or knowledge. An example from Greek mythology is that of the cyclops, who were physically strong, created weapons for the gods, but shared one eye between all three of them. 

The role that the glass slippers play in Charles Perrault’s version of Cinderella is that of wisdom. It’s through the slippers given as a gift by her fairy godmother that Perrault shows which characters are pursuing truth, goodness, and wisdom, and which characters are not. 
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