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Tell me about fantasyland pirates. With peg legs made of enchanted wood, which can be planted over the buried treasure to grow into a magnificent treehouse. Or planted on the seashore, to grow into a new ship.

Pirates with an eyepatch covering the eye that can see into your soul, because that sort of thing is distracting in everyday life.

Pirates with intelligent parrots — a bird that is a crewmate in its own right, while the two-legger walking around is the decoy golem. Or a bird that is actually a dragon, temporarily in bird form, just waiting for the chance to show the enemy ships why they should be feared.

Pirates who have never owned a boat, though they’ve sunk a great many, because what use would merfolk have for a boat?

Tell me about fantasyland pirates. 
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Which do you think would be more powerful: that which was once alive, or that which has been infused with life? It’s two very different approaches to magic. 

Formerly alive: magic spun from hair, ground up fingernails, teardrops, blood. These are things that were once part of a living being, and some life still clings to them.

Infused with life: beloved teddy bears. Dolls handed down through the generations. The favorite pen, which has had its ink replaced many times over the years, and has filled so many notebooks that it feels like a treasured friend. A painting of a loved one. The family car.

I can’t tell you which type would win every time, but I can say it would make for a fascinating showdown. And I’ve love to see a blood mage get creamed by Mom’s station wagon. It’s been a part of this family for thirty years, and it will not stand for that.
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When I first heard about “companion ponies,” I thought the idea was fascinating and perfect for a fantasy setting. Specifically in the field of competitive dragonriding. As it turns out, racehorses in our world are regularly assigned ponies as best friends, to keep them company and offer emotional stability. Horse racing is stressful, after all, and horses are herd animals. Having even just one herdmate can make an enormous difference to their mental health (and thus their performance). 

That’s our world. What kind of animal would be assigned to racing dragons? Smaller, flightless dragons? Cats? Capybaras? 

I wonder if the companion animal could even pull double duty in protecting against sabateurs. A dragon whose friend was stolen away would be distressed, and not at the top of their game. Maybe the campanion animals can fend for themselves. Llama. Firebird. Pitbull. Goose. Firebird goose that sleeps lightly and can honk loud enough to damage a human’s hearing. The possibilities are endless! 
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Picture the early days when teleporters weren’t quite safe. A person could lose an arm by appearing too close to a wall — molecules occupying the same space would cause an antimatter reaction and blip out of existence. You might write something about this time period. 

Or perhaps about the time shortly after, when “shoving protocols” were implemented, making sure that any pre-existing walls were politely pushed aside. 

There’s also another possibility, on the less ethical side of things. Maybe it’s a time of war. Maybe money or a grudge is involved. Maybe we’ll never know why, but someone realizes that they can weaponize the old version of the teleportation tech. 

Throw some random junk in your teleporter, and use it to blow a hole in an enemy spaceship’s hull. Or a bank vault. Or an oncoming asteroid. And of course this is a great way of getting rid of dangers, like a bomb or a toxic substance. Or evidence of a crime. Or witnesses. Or, depending on who’s doing the inventing, the villains. (Who would even think of threatening an innocent with that; how dare you sir?) 
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Write a fairytale in reverse. Pick a classic story, jot down the bare bones of the plot, then figure out how to build a different story around them in that order. 

The Little Mermaid: a human who’s unable to speak trades her life on land for one in the sea where she can sing like anything. 

Red Riding Hood: a girl from town and a man from the woods bring a wolf back to life. The wolf responds by attacking the girl’s grandmother. Whether she survives, or, perhaps, poisons him with food brought by the girl, is up to you. 

Sleeping Beauty: a princess’s first kiss causes her to fall into enchanted sleep for a long time, during which the dense forests in the land all die off. When she wakes, her suitor is gone, and she has to contend with the magic-wielding rival responsible for the curse. 

There are a lot of possibilities here. 
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The idea of alien aesthetics has always been one that’s under-explored in movies. The audience needs to know right away if these are the good guys! The ships should look sleek and futuristic! Never mind the fact that cultures on Earth have wildly different ideas about what looks good, never mind what actual aliens might think. 
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