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Introduction


Of all of the industrialists who made life miraculously easier at the turn of the twentieth century, Henry Ford is no doubt one of the most famous. Just about everyone has heard of him and might recall that he was the one to introduce the assembly line into production, thereby making it possible to mass-produce practically everything.


There was nothing fancy about the names Ford used for his brand new inventions; but the Model T is instantly recognized as the car best known, even over a century after its creation. His Ford Motor Company would revolutionize the way business is conducted. Finally, not just cars, but many staples of everyday life, were being made affordable for the average person.


Not only were his factories innovative, but Ford introduced a living wage, something much touted in the news these days. His $5 a day wage was equivalent to $120 today. Everyone wanted to work for Henry Ford, and that too was part of his magic.


For it was a magical time in America and all across the Western world. New inventions, some re-worked from medieval times were suddenly being used far and wide. In addition to men being able to find viable jobs, women and minorities were also given consideration by Henry Ford.


But for all of his goodness, there was an anti-Semitic streak which would haunt him all of his days. It may have come from beliefs emanating from his childhood, and always resided in the background.


To his credit, Henry Ford is one of America's most celebrated industrialists. There is much to know about Henry Ford. So, grab a coffee and a seat and let's have at it.




Chapter One


The Rise of Industrial America


“Don't be afraid to give up the good to go for the great.”


—John D. Rockefeller


The last quarter of the nineteenth century, those years from 1877-1900 are what is known as the rise of industrial America. One could say it all began in 1869 when the first transcontinental railroad was joined together at Promontory Summit, Utah on May 10. For the first time ever, America was now joined coast to coast.


Then by January 1870, John D. Rockefeller created his Standard Oil Company in Ohio. During that decade, over 2.8 million immigrants landed in the United States, most of them from Europe.


In October 1871, a massive fire destroyed the city of Chicago over the period of two days. Whether the inferno was started by Mrs. O'Leary's cow knocking over a lantern, was never determined. In any case, over 17,000 buildings were destroyed, leaving over 100,000 people homeless. Once Chicago started rebuilding, it would transform itself into a major industrial and economic center.


In 1872, portions of Montana and Wyoming territories were declared the Yellowstone National Park. This meant that people from all over could enjoy the splendors of the land.


That same year, it was learned that members of Congress had been involved in corruption. The Union Pacific Railroad company had been hired to build part of the transcontinental railroad. Instead of hiring outside contractors, Thomas Durant, the VP of Union Pacific, along with many stockholders created their own construction company, Credit Mobilier. By awarding the building contract to themselves, they reaped in massive profits.


Durant gave Union Pacific stock to many members of Congress who had been instrumental in helping with railroad legislation. Eventually, Union Pacific stock was declared worthless, and eleven members of Congress were accused of accepting it, thereby contributing to the railway industry corruption.


In St. Louis, Missouri a ring of distillers and federal officials were found to have been involved in tax evasion. Many of those indicted for the scandal were appointees of President Grant.


By 1876, Alexander Graham Bell patented the telephone. The Battle of Little Bighorn took place in June of that year, where General George Custer and his 7th Cavalry were massacred by Sioux and Cheyenne warriors. As settlers pushed west, there were increasing hostilities between them and the Native Americans. The Nez Perce Indians were pursued by the U.S. Army until they were finally relocated from Montana to Kansas and Oklahoma.


In 1877 railroad workers in West Virginia, went on strike to protest low wages and living conditions. The strike lasted more than a month, and there was violence which was halted by federal troops. People were beginning to rise up in protest.


By 1879, Henry George's Progress and Poverty was published. It dealt with the changing cycles of the industrial economy. Then all through the 1880s, drought and bad winters had devastated cattle herds in the West.


In July 1881, President Garfield was shot by an assailant, and he died two months later, in September. He was succeeded by Chester A. Arthur.


The following year, the Chinese Exclusion Act was the nation's first law to ban immigration by race or nationality. This prohibition would stay in place until 1943, and it prevented the Chinese from becoming Americans.


Also in 1882, John D. Rockefeller created Standard Oil Trust. The trust was formed to allow Rockefeller and his stockholders to get around state laws prohibiting one company from owning stock in another.


In 1883, the Pendleton Act was passed. This was an attempt to curb corruption and patronage. It introduced federal exams and merit requirements for the hiring of civil servants. In September, the Northern Pacific Railroad was at last completed. There was a “golden spike” ceremony at Gold Creek, Montana.


In 1884, Grover Cleveland was elected president. Long before modern-day presidents with their sometimes seemly baggage, Cleveland, a Democrat, was supported by many Republicans. He had been a staunch promoter of anti-corruption and had opposed Tammany Hall while being governor of New York. They were the Democratic Party political machine which controlled politics in New York City and throughout the state.

