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FOREWORD by Mariano Valdés.




Boca es Boca
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My friend Rob has entrusted me with a difficult task: to summarize, in a prologue, what Boca means and why the existence of this book is so important. A book that not only provides truthful and verified content (so vital in the era of fake news and the imminent threat of a post-truth world driven by artificial intelligence), but also captures the soul of a phenomenon. At first glance, this might seem like an impossible mission. Fortunately, Boca fans already have the answer. To my English-speaking friends: don’t expect a long-winded explanation. The answer is right there in the title of this prologue. Boca is Boca.

What does that second “Boca” mean? Everything.

Boca Juniors, a non-profit sports association, is much more than an institution. It’s about people—its people. It’s a social phenomenon (and without exaggeration, I would say it’s the most passionate in human history) that transcends all borders: from the humble neighborhood of La Boca, to the rest of Argentina, to the Americas. And though empirical evidence is yet to be found, I predict it will one day cross the boundaries of planet Earth and the Milky Way.

This phenomenon is built upon core values: love for the club, for our beloved neighbourhood, for our grassroots origins. It’s about unwavering support for the team (which only intensifies when times are tough), pride in our Bombonera, the need to sing and embrace fellow Boca fans, and a set of feelings that cannot be easily explained—but are deeply felt.

So what is this “Boca,” really? It’s a blend of values forged through shared history, through hard times and epic feats—both sporting and cultural. It’s in the celebrations. It’s in the way Boca fans express love for their club, matched only by the hatred (mainly) of rival fans—and, in many cases, their admiration. It’s about a humble origin, paired with an unlimited desire to grow and welcome anyone who understands what we are, no matter where or when they were born.

It’s more than a club. It’s a way of life: Boca is our way of life.

That’s why it’s no surprise that my friend Rob—born in Ireland, with no direct or indirect ties to Argentine history or culture—decided to become a Boca fan. "Somos soldados de La Bombonera," he often says, in Spanish with a Saxon accent, but with perfect use of the first-person plural: “Somos” / “We are.”

How did we meet? That could be another book entirely. Just one more anecdote in Boca’s rich history—which I invite you to explore in the pages ahead.

Thank you, my friend. I’m proud to have contributed to your book.

Boca IS Boca.

––––––––
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—MARIANO VALDÉS

President, Consulado Boca Juniors Mallorca (2020–2025).

Active Member of Club Atlético Boca Juniors.

Alternate Assembly Member, Assembly of Representatives of Club Atlético Boca Juniors (2023–2027) — the first ever elected while residing outside Argentina.

Member, Foreign Affairs Committee of the Department of Interior and Foreign Affairs of Club Atlético Boca Juniors.

Friend of Rob Smith and resident of Valldemossa (Mallorca), Spain.
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INTRODUCTION
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Some stadiums have a natural gravitational force. They just do. For example, if a football fan finds themselves in the city of Milan, they will very likely make a pilgrimage to see the epic San Siro. The same can be said for Barcelona with the Camp Nou, Dortmund's Westfalenstadion or Liverpool with the historic Anfield. 

Why do the fans feel a strong attraction to visit these cathedrals of sporting greatness? To experience the sense of history and the thousands upon thousands of nights where thousands upon thousands of people have gone before them to feel the elation or devastation in watching their team take to the sacred field? To be close to the pitch where numerous icons of the beautiful game have given blood, sweat and tears to produce magic? Or perhaps to simply say “I was there”?

There are bucket list stadiums for most football fans. And there is one that is continually on most football fans’ list, right up the top, and it lies in the neighbourhood of La Boca, in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

When you walk away from Plaza de Mayo in the centre of the city, heading south on the Avenida Paseo Colón, eventually you’ll come to the leafy Parque Lezama, a lovely city park in the San Telmo neighbourhood. From there, you’ll be able to see Avenida Almirante Brown, named after the Irish-born William Brown, founder of the Argentine navy. It is here that you have entered La Boca. 

Keep walking down Av. Brown until you come to Brandsen on the right, a narrow city street in the heart of the neighbourhood. Eventually as you continue to walk down this street, the colours on the walls become increasingly visible. All you will see is blue and yellow. On one wall, you’ll read Boca Nunca Teme Luchar (Boca is never afraid to fight). You’ll also see murals to some of La Boca’s other attractions, such as the Puente transbordador Nicolás Avellaneda, an old transporter bridge which lies mere blocks away that is now a National Historic Monument for Argentina. Now the yellow and blue are becoming more prominent. You won’t see much red around here, the colours of bitter rivals River Plate. It is strictly yellow and blue in this barrío and especially on Brandsen. 

And there it is to your right. The temple, La Bombonera.  
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CHAPTER ONE
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At the turn of the 20th century, Buenos Aires was a rapidly growing metropolis, an enormous melting pot fueled by waves of European immigration. Many of these immigrants, particularly Italians and Spaniards, settled in the port district, or barrío, of La Boca. It was a bustling working-class neighbourhood known for its vibrant culture, maritime industry, and strong community bonds. Football, introduced by British expatriates in the late 19th century, quickly became a popular pastime among locals. Numerous informal teams formed across the city, particularly in working-class districts where the sport provided an accessible source of entertainment and community identity.

Between the decade of 1900 and 1910, around three hundred football clubs were created in Argentina. An important one occurred on April 3, 1905. Some young men, the sons of Italian immigrants (specifically from Genoa) and La Boca residents, Esteban Baglietto, Alfredo Scarpati, Santiago Sana, and the brothers Teodoro and Juan Antonio Farenga had all gathered in Plaza Solís, a small square in the La Boca neighbourhood, to create a football club that would represent their community.

[image: image]

BAGLIETTO, SCARPATI and Sana were classmates in the Higher School of Commerce (now known as the Carlos Pellegrini High School of Commerce since 1908), then located on Bartolomé Mitre Street in central Buenos Aires. There they had, as a physical education teacher, an Irishman named Paddy MacCarthy, who was an ex-sailor from Cashel, Tipperary. He had also been a football player who instilled in his students the value of sport, while teaching them the techniques of boxing and, more pertinently, his beloved football.

On Monday, April 3rd, 1905, after their classes had finished, the young men had met in the home of Baglietto, on Ministro Brin Street in La Boca with the aim of creating a club dedicated to football. The boys, obviously excited at the prospect of creating such a club while the Bagliettos had visitors, caused such a commotion that Baglietto senior dismissed the boys from the modest house and from there they crossed the street and sat on a bench in Plaza Solís, a small park in the eastern end of the barrío. It was here that Club Atlético Boca Juniors was formed. 

One of the most crucial early decisions was the club's name. Some names were considered such as Sons Of Italy, Defenders of La Boca and Stars of Italy, before the founders settled on “Boca Juniors,” a name that paid homage to their neighbourhood while also adding the English term “Juniors,” reflecting the influence of British football culture which for many encapsulated prestige, commonplace at the time. They agreed that Baglietto, then just 18 years old, would serve as the club’s first president. However, it was because of his young age that he was succeeded some days later by the Uruguayan Luis Cerezo as the club’s president. 

The newly formed Boca Juniors faced immediate challenges. They lacked a permanent playing ground, funding, and proper kits. In their early days, the team played friendly matches in various open fields around La Boca and the nearby Dársena Sud, sometimes using makeshift goalposts. However, their dedication and fighting spirit soon gained them recognition among local football enthusiasts.

Boca Juniors' inaugural football match took place on April 21, 1905, at Dársena Sud. In this historic encounter, Boca faced local side Mariano Moreno and secured a decisive 4–0 victory. The goals were scored by Juan Farenga with two goals, as well as José Farenga, and Santiago Sana. They wore black and white striped shirts for the game. Boca would wear a few shirts before adopting the final one, the famous blue with a wide horizontal yellow band. 

On its official website, the club reports that there is an unverified version that states that the first shirt was pink and that it was used only in the first two games. However, it’s generally agreed by most historians that, from day one, the team adopted a white shirt with black vertical stripes, which was made by the sister of the Farenga brothers, Manuela. They also briefly wore a light blue shirt before changing to a thinly striped dark navy and white shirt.

The colours of the club would become hugely important. Club president Juan Rafael Bricchetto proposed the now-famous colours at an assembly. He would later say that the colours were inspired from the flag of a ship at the city’s port, where he worked. There are many myths as to which ship exactly gave Bricchetto the inspiration. The Swedish ship Drottning Sophia is often credited with this but, strictly speaking, it is impossible to know exactly which ship sailed into port that caught the club president’s eye. Between the last days of 1906 and March 1907, several ships arrived in Buenos Aires sporting the flag of Sweden. The likeliest candidate, according to renowned Boca historian Sergio Lodise, is actually a ship called the Oscar II. 

There is another lesser-known myth that the founders’ physical education teacher, the Irishman, Paddy MacCarthy, had inspired them to use the colours of his native county of Tipperary GAA, an amateur sporting association in Ireland who play primarily gaelic football and hurling, whose shirts are, even to this day, identical to Boca’s famous shirt. This myth most definitely isn’t true. 

Once Boca Juniors officially adopted their now-famous blue and yellow colours, the yellow band was initially diagonal before adopting a thick horizontal stripe. With their new identity, Boca Juniors began to gain recognition across Buenos Aires. Their reputation as a fierce, determined, and hardworking team increased with each match. They started competing more seriously in amateur leagues and tournaments, quickly climbing the ranks of Argentine football. The team’s aggressive and passionate style of play resonated with their working-class supporters, fostering something of an immediate and deep connection between the club and its fans.

In 1913, Boca Juniors achieved their first major milestone by earning promotion to the Argentine First Division. This was a defining moment in the club’s history, proving that they were ready to compete at the highest level. The blue and yellow colours became synonymous with success, passion, and the fighting spirit of La Boca.

Boca’s rise was not without challenges. The club struggled to find a permanent home ground, often playing in different locations. However, their growing fan base and increasing influence in Argentine football motivated them to continue pushing forward. Boca was not just another team; it had become a symbol of pride for its supporters.

Boca had quickly found its rival in River Plate. Both teams had originated in La Boca. There are disputed dates with previous meetings between the two sides in unofficial matches going back to 1908, but the first league game between the rivals occurred in Racing Club’s stadium, known then as Estadio Alsina y Colón in Avellaneda on August 24, 1913. River won the game 2-1. This fixture would later become one of the most intense and spectacular derbies in world football, known as the Superclásico. 

Boca Juniors won their first league title in 1919, a landmark achievement that established them as a dominant force in Argentine football. The Argentine football league at the time was undergoing structural changes, with divisions between amateur and professional clubs creating a turbulent footballing landscape. The championship was organized by Asociación Argentina de Football (AAF). That year there was a split and another association was created, the Asociación Amateurs de Football, an unofficial dissident league which was for eight years without affiliation to FIFA. Boca always remained loyal to the official entity (AAF). Key players in the squad included Pedro Calomino, a highly skilled winger known for his dribbling and technical ability, and Alfredo Garasini, a dependable player who controlled the team’s tempo on the field.

At this time, Boca had their own stadium at Ministro Brin y Senguel in La Boca. The stadium was constructed with a modest wooden structure, typical of the era, and had a limited capacity. However, it provided the club with a more stable home ground after years of playing in various fields around Buenos Aires. 

The club had previously played at multiple locations, including Isla Demarchi in relatively nearby Puerto Madero and Wilde, a district named after Dr. José Wilde (a distant relative of one Irish writer named Oscar Wilde) which is several kilometres south of La Boca. The distance from the old neighbourhood meant that club membership dropped from 1,500 down to 300. The move to Wilde was supposed to be a temporary move, but the club knew that because of the membership drop, they would have to do what it takes to return to the old barrío. They finally returned to La Boca and settled at Ministro Brin y Senguel.

Following their triumph in 1919, Boca continued their dominance by winning their second league title in 1920. Once again competing in the league, the club finished the season at the top, showcasing consistency and strength. This back-to-back title run solidified Boca's place among Argentina’s elite clubs.

By 1923, Boca secured their third league championship, further cementing their status as a powerhouse in Argentine football. This championship, followed by their unbeaten run the following year continued to enhance Boca’s reputation, increasing their fanbase and solidifying their identity as a club that represented the working-class spirit combined with Italian traditions in La Boca. The previous year, the club had acquired a plot of land at the intersection of Brandsen and Del Crucero streets, a move that would lay the foundation for one of football’s most legendary stadiums. This site is where La Bombonera stands today.

The decision to establish a stadium at Brandsen and Del Crucero was not without challenges. The club had to negotiate with Southern Railway, who owned the site, and secure financial backing to make the move possible. They relied heavily on the contributions of its members and supporters, many of whom played an active role in fundraising efforts.

The choice of location was also significant. Situated in the heart of La Boca, the new stadium site ensured that Boca would remain firmly rooted in its origins. Unlike rivals River Plate, which had now moved away from La Boca to far more affluent areas, Boca’s commitment to staying in the neighbourhood further strengthened their connection with their slowly-growing fanbase and the stadium at Brandsen y Del Crucero.

While some of the most famous players in the sport’s history are synonymous with the club, in the 1920’s the club had an early idol in Américo Miguel Tesoriere. A legendary goalkeeper, Tesoriere was born in the barrío La Boca and played for the Xeneizes from 1917 until 1927, winning numerous silverware. Such was his presence, he was the first footballer to appear on the cover of Argentina's sports magazine El Gráfico in July 1922. Tesoriere would be one of many legendary players that would later be etched in stone of the club’s history. 
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CHAPTER TWO
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With their success on the pitch, an idea of sending a national team to tour in Europe in 1925 arose within AAF having witnessed the sensation generated by the Uruguayan football team in the 1924 Olympics in Paris, where they won a gold medal under the guidance of Ernesto Fígoli.

The national team idea fell through and having heard about the association’s idea, Boca informed the Asociación Argentina de Football that they would undertake the tour. They were granted permission and allowed the club to postpone their league matches for 1925 if they would be the club to undertake the tour. Boca faced logistical challenges in organizing the tour. Travel arrangements had to be made, funds secured, and exhibition matches scheduled with various clubs across Spain, Germany, and France. The journey itself required a long transatlantic voyage, a grueling experience that tested the endurance of the players even before they had even set foot on European soil.

Finally, on February 4, 1925, the squad embarked for Europe aboard the ship Formosa, the squad was given an affectionate farewell from thousands of fans who gathered in the vicinity of the port. After twenty-two long days at sea, they arrived at their initial destination, Vigo. 

Throughout the trip the team was accompanied by a Boca fan named Victoriano Caffarena, who financed part of the tour and was designated as a kit-man. He was affectionately known as player number 12, which has since been famously adopted by Boca fans to this day. 

The motivation behind the tour was twofold. Firstly, it was an opportunity to showcase Argentine football talent to European audiences, many of whom were unfamiliar with the quality of South American football. Secondly, it provided Boca Juniors with the chance to measure themselves against Europe’s elite clubs, gaining invaluable experience in international competition.

The first match of the tour was on March 5, 1925, against Celta Vigo, before 25,000 spectators in Campo de Coia. Such was the expectation in this game, that during the first half, the roof of a neighbouring factory where workers were standing upon watching the match had collapsed, causing two deaths and 26 injuries. For this reason the game was suspended for 16 minutes. Finally the game continued and Boca managed to win in their debut by 3-1. Three days later the game was replayed at the same venue in which Celta this time had won 3-1, two of the goals came from penalties.

[image: image]

BOCA ALSO FACED DEPORTIVO La Coruña, Real Madrid, Atlético Madrid, and a number of other top Spanish clubs including Espanyol, Osasuna, and Athletic Club. The Argentine team quickly earned respect for their technical ability, quick passing, and aggressive attacking style. Despite playing against well-established Spanish clubs, Boca Juniors held their own winning 10 out of 13 games in Spain, drawing praise from Spanish football press.

Following their successful stint in Spain, Boca traveled to Germany, where they faced stiffer competition from clubs such as Bayern Munich and Eintracht Frankfurt. German football, known for its physicality and tactical discipline, posed a different challenge for the el Xeneize, but they adapted quickly, demonstrating versatility in their playstyle. The matches in Germany were crucial in preparing the team for future international competitions, as they were exposed to a variety of playing styles and strategies. They left this leg of the tour unbeaten.

The final leg of the tour took Boca to France for their sole game in Paris. They took the Stade Bergeyre on June 7th, 1925, where they faced a combined Paris XI, composed of the best players from the local clubs and Boca won the match 4-2. By the time they concluded their European journey, the Argentine club had played 19 matches, winning 15, drawing 1, and losing 3—an impressive record that showcased their dominance.

The 1925 European tour had a profound impact on Boca Juniors and Argentine football as a whole. Firstly, it elevated Boca’s status as an international club who are easily capable of competing with Europe’s elite teams. The success of the tour solidified Boca’s position as Argentina’s premier football club and contributed to the rising popularity of the sport in the country.

Furthermore, the tour helped Argentine football gain recognition on the global stage. Prior to Boca’s European adventure, South American teams were often underestimated by their European counterparts. Boca’s strong performances forced European clubs to acknowledge the high level of skill and competitiveness present in Argentine football.

Upon their return to Buenos Aires, Boca Juniors were met with a hero’s welcome. Thousands of supporters gathered at the port to greet their triumphant team, celebrating what was regarded as a monumental achievement in the club’s history. AAF had awarded Boca with an honorary title in recognition of their success in Europe. They had also minted gold medals for the squad. The 1925 European tour remains one of the most significant milestones in Boca's history. The club had now gained enormous acclaim from fans and the media throughout the country, and were recognised as a force of Argentine football. Now football fans from different neighbourhoods, and even different parts of the country, were very interested to see what this team from La Boca can do. 

The 1930s were a transformative decade for the club, marked by their transition from amateur to professional football, major successes in domestic competitions, and significant developments in club infrastructure. During this period, Boca further cemented its reputation as one of Argentina’s most dominant and popular teams, while their home at Brandsen y Del Crucero became the epicentre of their passionate and ever-growing fanbase. 

One of the most significant moments in Boca Juniors' history came in 1931 when Argentine football officially turned professional. Boca embraced the change seamlessly, winning the inaugural professional league title that same year. To make things even sweeter for el Xeneize, they beat bitter rivals River Plate 3-0 in the final fixture of the season.

With key players such as Francisco Varallo, Roberto Cherro, and Delfín Benítez Cáceres, Boca dominated the competition. The club finished the 1931 season with 50 points, securing the title ahead of San Lorenzo and River Plate. This championship victory solidified significantly increased the number of supporters attending matches at Brandsen y Del Crucero. 

It was during this year that the Board of Directors, headed by President Ruperto Molfino, decided to purchase 21,471 m² of the land where the stadium was situated, for two million pesos, an enormous sum of money. It was time to make a far greater arena.

While other teams sought out new locations for larger, more modern stadiums, Boca refused to leave La Boca. The club had grown within these streets, and to abandon the neighbourhood would have meant abandoning its very identity. River Plate had done just that, moving north to Núñez and building El Monumental, a colossal stadium that was widely regarded as the most modern football venue in Argentina. Boca, however, had no intention of following that path. Instead, the club would build something even greater, something more unique, something that could stand in defiance of the forces that had driven other teams away from their roots. And so, the decision was made: Boca Juniors would construct a new stadium, not elsewhere, but on the same sacred ground they had called home for years.

On February 18th, 1938, under the presidency of Dr Camilo Cichero, the cornerstone was laid in the presence of the nation’s President Agustín Pedro Justo. Boca last played in its wooden stadium on April 10th, 1938 in a game against River, who won the tie 2-1.

The challenge, however, was immense. The land available was limited, hemmed in by the narrow streets of the neighbourhood and the ever-expanding city of Buenos Aires around it. A conventional stadium design simply would not work. If Boca was to build a stadium worthy of its stature, it would have to be something revolutionary. 

Enter Slovenian architect Viktor Sulčič and local engineer José Luis Delpini, as well as geometer Raúl Bes, who would change the club forever. The solution they devised was as bold as it was quite unprecedented. Rather than build outwards, they would build upwards.  Instead of sprawling stands, they would construct towering walls of concrete, rising almost vertically, bringing the fans as close to the action as possible, while creating an intimidating atmosphere for visiting teams.

From the moment construction began, the stadium became a labor of love for the Boca community. Clubs were backed financially by its members. While financing the construction of a stadium based solely on membership would have been impossible, Boca, like many clubs, sought help from the government in the form of long-term loans to keep the dream alive.

The fans rallied behind the project, donating money, buying special bonds issued by the club, and offering whatever support they could. This was not just the construction of a stadium; it was a communal effort, a statement of defiance, a declaration that el Xeneize would remain where they belonged.

On Saturday, May 25th, 1940 the Estadio Boca Juniors was inaugurated. President Cichero cut the blue and yellow ribbons to officially open the stadium. Then a parade took place, which featured former players and figures from the club’s 35 year history. But sad news lingered in the new arena, that one of the club’s very first board of directors and former president Juan Rafael Bricchetto had passed away two days prior.

The opening match, a friendly against San Lorenzo, was a spectacle, drawing thousands of Boca supporters eager to experience the new sporting cathedral of La Boca. As the first goal was scored, as the stands erupted in celebration, as the walls shook with the deafening roar of the fans, it was evident that something extraordinary had been created. 

The stadium at this point had no floodlights and the southern hemisphere’s sunset would usually occur around 5.30pm and so with that it was agreed that the game would last 70 minutes, playing simply 35 minutes for each half. Boca won the game 2-0. The neighbourhood, and the fans, were overjoyed with not just the result, but with this incredible stadium. It was, and still is, a colossus that stood out within La Boca’s narrow streets. There is now a new temple for which Boca fans can worship. 

Boca Juniors entered the 1940s with a squad poised for greatness. After a strong finish to the previous decade, the club, under the management of Alfredo Garassini, set its sights on reclaiming domestic supremacy. The year 1940 would prove to be momentous, not just for the silverware the club would earn, but for the landmark that would change its future forever: the opening of La Bombonera.
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CHAPTER THREE
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The team of 1940 was built around a solid defensive line and a dynamic attack led by Jaime Sarlanga, the prolific forward whose name would be etched into Boca’s history books. Alongside players like Bernardo Gandulla and Mario Boyé, Boca stormed through the Primera División season, clinching the title with a decisive 5-2 victory over Independiente. It was a triumph that set the tone for the decade—the Xeneize was here to dominate.

The early years of the 1940s, World War Two had broken out in Europe, but Boca had asserted itself as a national powerhouse with La Bombonera encapsulating their grand scale. The first modification in the stadium took place on November 16, 1941, where an extension was added to the north end of the stadium (where La 12 currently stands), later named after Boca idol Natalio Pescia, a one-club-man who played for the club from 1942 until 1956.

[image: image]

IT WAS THE CONSECUTIVE league titles of 1943 and 1944 that further cemented its reputation. The 1943 campaign was particularly memorable, with Boca showcasing attacking brilliance and defensive grit.

That season, Jaime Sarlanga once again stood out, finishing as the club’s top scorer. Boca’s midfield was marshaled by the brilliant Ernesto Lazzatti, known as the golden kid, a player known for his intelligence on the ball and leadership qualities. Lazzatti, alongside Carlos Sosa and Natalio Pescia, formed a midfield trio that dictated Boca’s play. The team’s unwavering consistency saw them claim the title, fending off a strong challenge from River Plate.

The following year, Boca defended its crown with another impressive campaign. The title was secured in emphatic fashion with a 3-0 victory over Racing Club in the final fixture. The match, played at River Plate’s stadium due to La Bombonera undergoing maintenance, saw Boca’s attacking force dismantle Racing with clinical precision.

That 1944 squad was one of Boca’s finest: Claudio Vacca in goal, the defensive pairing of Marante and Valussi, and an attacking trident featuring Sarlanga, Boyé, and Corcuera. More significantly, Boca set a professional-era record by remaining unbeaten for 26 consecutive matches, a testament to their tactical discipline and sheer determination.

The 1940s also saw the Boca-River rivalry reach new levels of intensity. The "Superclásico" was always a heated affair, but with both clubs emerging as the dominant forces of the decade, the matches became battles of pride, passion, and prestige.

In 1945, Boca recorded one of its most famous victories against River Plate, crushing their arch-rivals 4-1 in front of a packed La Bombonera. The match remains legendary, not just for the scoreline, but for the manner in which Boca dismantled a River side that included some of the biggest stars of the time, such as Adolfo Pedernera and Angel Labruna.

Throughout the decade, the rivalry was evenly contested, with both clubs sharing league titles. River’s "La Máquina" side, a team known for its fluid attacking play, provided stern opposition, but Boca’s grit and determination ensured they remained a thorn in River’s side. Every Superclásico during this era was a spectacle, an event that captivated Buenos Aires and divided the city along fiercely loyal lines.

By the 1940s, Boca’s fanbase had become the most passionate in Argentina. The club’s humble roots attracted supporters from all over Buenos Aires, particularly from the port districts. These were fans who saw Boca as more than just a football club—it was a symbol of their struggles, their triumphs, and their identity.

Matchdays at La Bombonera were unlike any other. Thousands of blue and yellow-clad supporters would march through the streets, filling the air with songs, chants, and an unmatched energy. The Boca-River divide wasn’t just about football; it reflected social and economic differences as well. Boca represented the working-class immigrants of Buenos Aires, while River was associated with the more affluent neighbourhoods, earning them the nickname "Los Millonarios”, a nickname they still use today.

As Buenos Aires itself underwent changes, with rapid industrialization and an enormous influx of European immigrants reshaping its identity, Boca Juniors remained a constant—a club that embodied the soul of the people. Football, more than ever, was intertwined with everyday life, and the Xeneize was absolutely at the heart of it all.

The year 1946 was a pivotal one, not just for Boca Juniors, but for Argentina as a whole. The end of wartime brought significant shifts in global politics and economics, and Argentina, under the newly elected president Juan Domingo Perón, was entering an era of social and economic transformation. Perón’s rise to power marked the beginning of a movement that would shape Argentine society for decades to come, and football—particularly Boca Juniors—was deeply intertwined with these changes.

While Boca did not secure the league title in 1946, they remained competitive throughout the season, with Mario Boyé continuing to shine as one of the country’s most prolific forwards. That year, Boca finished third in the Primera División, behind champions San Lorenzo and runners-up, rivals River Plate. 

Perón’s presidency had a direct impact on football, as his government recognized the sport’s cultural significance. He sought to use football as a unifying force, pouring state resources into the game and ensuring that working-class Argentines—many of whom were Boca supporters—could enjoy matches at an affordable price. It is said that Perón himself was a Racing fan, this however was not true. The truth was he wasn’t as interested in football, as its fans were. His preferred sport was fencing. 
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