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01  Keep Your Writing Top of Mind: Maintain Eyeballs on Your Articles

Writing is the grind of a lifetime. To be a successful writer, you must write. There is no better advertisement for a book than your next book.

I adore writing and find it a challenging aspect of my daily routine. I’ve been writing every day for almost three years, which has helped me amass 1,200 articles and 800 books on Amazon.

The key to writing is understanding timelines, evergreen content, and search engine optimization. You want to get and keep eyeballs on your articles for years.

I Bought a Kindle Oasis

Today I will discuss how I am slowly building an audience at the front and back end of my writing production. I am taking the scenic route (slow way), but it will ensure my writing stays relevant while I travel the world on royalties. 

Current vs. evergreen. The first step is understanding the difference between current and evergreen writing. Think of current writing like the news.

You will attract far more eyeballs when you write about current news. For example, let’s say you review the latest Samsung GalaxyBook3 Pro 360. You’ll get clicks from shoppers for 2-3 years.

Evergreen content takes a broader approach and can stay relevant for many years or even decades. You may write about how to take great photos with a smartphone camera or how to write 1,000 words every day.

Pay for College With Real Estate 103: Home Equity

I write mainly using evergreen content (95%) because I think long-term. However, I can mix some current writing to attract eyeballs to my entire portfolio. 

Focusing on the front end. As an independent writer, it’s tough to get eyeballs on new content outside of major platforms. That’s why most writers migrate to platforms like Medium, Seeking Alpha (stock market), and BiggerPockets (real estate).

I have a blog that is always my first stop. Blogging differs significantly from “current” news-based media platforms like YouTube, Facebook, and LinkedIn.

You get the most organic traffic on a blog post on the backend (3-6 months later). Therefore, you must create a platform to push traffic to your blog earlier. Also, you can build an audience on WordPress, and they will push your articles out upon release. 

Inflation vs. Royalties

I built a Facebook group (Military Family Investing) to link my articles daily. This group helps me get eyeballs on my articles in the first few hours and days. I also get to learn which pieces may perform better over time.

Using Kindle Unlimited. Another approach is using Amazon Kindle Unlimited to get your articles in front of hungry readers.

I create a short 50-page book for every article I publish. I write a new article and add nine older relevant pieces into a package.

CryptoCurrecy 109: What are DAOs?

I do cover art, an ebook cover, and a paperback cover. This additional graphic design takes another two hours. In all, it takes me 4-5 hours per day to write, edit, design, and publish. 

However, I now have an asset (a book) that I can push in front of readers any time I want. Kindle Unlimited allows you to give away a book for five days every three months.

Therefore, if you have over 90 books, you can constantly keep a free book in rotation. Each book will have links to your blog, affiliate links, and anything else you want to advertise.

Build your own book platform. When you release your book on Kindle Unlimited, it is exclusive to the platform. However, the articles themselves are not. 

The Golden Handcuffs of Lifestyle Inflation

Every other day, I keep a book for my own platform; I put these books into pdf format. These books do not go into Kindle Unlimited, but I can still release them as ebooks on Amazon. They cost the standard $2.99, and I cannot give them away for free on Amazon.

Overall, I have 500 books on Kindle Unlimited and 336 PDF books on my blog. This setup gives me maximum control of my portfolio of books and writing.

Remember, I have 2,500 members in my Facebook group. I can pull out an article from two years ago today (March 4th, 2021: “Buy Land, Start Farm”) and drop it to my group. I have control over the content inside my Facebook group.

Basics of Design 104: Alignment

Pushing in the middle. Now I am building four platforms: Amazon author, WordPress, blogging, and Facebook Group. However, I can keep driving more traffic to my articles.

I recently signed up for Medium and LinkedIn. I have 35 articles on Medium and eight on LinkedIn. These platforms are great because they already have a built-in audience. 

I do not need to become prominent on these platforms, only to drive brand awareness with articles I have written. Writing is great because your articles can exist in many places without hassle.

I also release my non-Kindle Unlimited books on Draft2Digital. This site pushes my writing to libraries all over the world. Last month, I made $31 on Draft2Digital. That’s a nice chunk of change for an additional five minutes to upload to the platform.

Love Income? Try Closed-End Funds

The ultimate backend. Now, how do you build passive income as a writer? How do you keep your business sustainable forever by driving free traffic?

That’s right; search engine optimization and Google Search. There is much coverage about ChatGPT taking over Google, but it still needs input from blogs.

Also, if you write in human language, tell stories, share experiences, and give advice, your blog will always be relevant.

Artificial intelligence can’t have kids, become doctors, or go skydiving. However, a doctor can start a sky-diving business with his kids—and write about it.

Cash Flow 105: Diversify Your Passive Income

Search engines are the long game. This will keep your passive income growing forever. My numbers are growing slowly, but I am in a tough niche (personal finance).

Imagine when someone discovers my blog and finds 336 free pdfs and a link to my Free Kindle Book schedule. If they want a paperback, they can buy it directly from Amazon.

Conclusion. Putting it all together is the key. Don’t overwhelm yourself with all these platforms. The most important task of the day is to write an article. 

From there, you can link to Facebook, publish to Amazon or Direct2Digital, release it on Medium, and put it on Pinterest. Every article is an asset; use it as such.

Can You Achieve Work-Life Balance 2

My long-term plan is to make $1,000/month in book royalties on Amazon. This is tough because most writers lose money, at least on the front end. I am currently around $200/month without advertising. 

In addition to my Amazon royalties, I will have cash flow from affiliate links (book reviews), Draft2Digital, and Google AdSense on my blog. 

It’s not a bad setup, mainly because writing is at the heart of the operation. I love being a writer, and all my words are available for free—which is important to me.

What techniques will you use to keep your articles top of mind? Would you consider putting your pieces into book format? There is a steep learning curve, but it is possible and lucrative. Maybe I can release a course showing my daily routine. Good Luck!
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02  Welcome to Writing: Start Here If You Love the Grind
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So you want to be a writer, huh? Writing is one of the most amazing things you can do in your life. You are expressing your values using words as a medium.

According to “The Independent Homeschool,” writing is the toughest of the 3 R’s (reading, writing, and arithmetic). You must make countless decisions just to write one paragraph.

[image: image]Free 45-Page PDF Download ($2.99 Value)

Today, I want to discuss some concepts to consider if you want to start writing. It isn’t all rainbows and butterflies, but it can be more fun with the right mindset.

How to Create Passive Income 102: For Intermediates

Why I became a writer. I started writing simply because of passive income and creating something from my mind that makes me money. The idea kept me up at night.

I first thought about creating passive income while reading the book “Rich Dad’s Guide to Investing.” Writing is a form of investing to go along with business, dividends, and real estate.

I did not start writing for the money—passive income is much different. If I wanted the money, I would have become a ghostwriter or published articles on Seeking Alpha or Medium platforms.

Passive income requires much more strategy than exchanging time for money. To build passive income, you must add value to someone in the future; therefore, you must think ahead.

How to Create Passive Income 101: For Beginners

Building your platform. There are many ways to write for someone else; however, you won’t be paid much in the grand scheme. 

Now, if you write for money, you can parlay that into passive income by investing in dividends. For example, if you made $400 writing a blog post, you could invest that into preferred shares.

If you build your platform, your writing becomes a form of passive income called royalties. Building a platform via books, blogs, YouTube, or podcasts will take immense work.

However, once you have a platform, usually 5-10 years later, you can build unlimited income streams using it as a base of operations. 

What Gets Rewarded Gets Repeated

My writing platform. I decided to start with a blog as my base of operations. I started a content blog instead of a commodity blog.

Commodity bloggers use search engine optimization, keyword research, and advertising to attract people to their sites.

Content blogs grow much slower because you want people to read your words. You have a voice and opinion that attracts people slowly via word of mouth.

Here are two headlines that showcase the difference between the blogging styles:


1)  Commodity blog: How to Create a Website using WordPress.

2)  Content blog: Why you need to create a website to secure a better retirement.



Which headline will attract the most attention from Google Search? However, which will prove the most useful to someone looking toward retirement?

Why I Subscribed to Kindle Unlimited as a Content Creator

Building a content blog will grant you access to higher income potential, albeit ten years later. 

Once people love your voice, they will pay for the products you present them. Think of your favorite podcaster, YouTuber, or author. How many products have you purchased from them?

The grind of your life. Hopefully, you're considering starting your own platform. Be warned; writing is not for the faint of heart.

You must go on the passive income grinder just to make a name for yourself. I had 1,100 blog articles within 2.5 years. I also have 700+ books on Amazon.

The only way to remain relevant as an author is to keep writing. There is no better advertisement for your old work than your new work.

Dividends vs. Capital Gains 2

However, once you build a substantial collection of articles, books, or other media, you can slow down a little. For example, I release a book every day. I could easily shift that to one every two days.

That would cut my grind in half and give me twice as much free time. Writing allows you more freedom in the long term but is a major grind in the present.

I wrote the Blogging vs. YouTube series (part 1, part 2, part 3, part 4) to compare the long-term benefits of writing and video. Writing is the better platform if you plan to travel and work from anywhere in the world.

If you want to make millions of dollars, YouTube is the better choice. Writing is a great tool for people with busy households and chaotic schedules, plus you can use Google Search to drive traffic (instead of the YouTube algorithm).

Build Wealth Slowly

You’ll become more than a writer. But writing is only part of your journey to financial independence. You will need to become so much more than a writer. 

On my journey, I learned how to set up a website, deal with technical issues, create book covers, run a Facebook group, publish to Amazon and Direct2Digital, and use Pinterest.

If this intimidates you, perhaps you will want to write under someone else’s platform. I cannot describe the pride you’ll get from doing these things because most people will never understand.

I can hold my beautiful books and see that I created them. I come home from work and find my books or blogs have earned me money—the definition of passive income.

From $28 to $700/month in Passive Income in Two Years

I am in the writing game for the long run. I want to leave my family an empire that distributes passive income for their entire lifetimes.
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