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    To Stan and Jean for teaching me everything I know about life and cars, and for believing in me, even when I didn't believe in myself.

Thank you for being my parents.

I love you.
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In February 1983, when I was 12 years old, my parents opened up their repair shop. My father, Stanley A. Falkowski, began his career as an aircraft technician specializing in electronics while serving in the United States Air Force during the early 1960s. He later became a Master ASE Certified Automotive Technician, accumulating two decades of experience in the automotive industry. 

Stan loved working on cars. For him, it was more than a way to earn a paycheck. It was his career, one that allowed him to do what he truly enjoyed, helping others. By working on their vehicles, he was able to keep them and their families safe as they traveled. 

Prior to opening his shop, he also worked as a shop manager for a local dealership. Throughout his career, Stan established himself as one of the top automotive technicians on the East Coast, particularly in the state of South Carolina, where customers would drive from out of state just to have their vehicles serviced by him. 

He worked on different makes and models of vehicles, from European cars made by Saab, Volvo, and Volkswagen to the American-made Chevrolet, Ford, and Chrysler vehicles. His knowledge was vast and he always stayed current with the new technology, always studying and learning every chance he could.  

While his shop specialized in electrical and computer systems, Stan never lost sight of the importance of customer service. He and my mother were dedicated to educating people about their vehicles and helping them maintain their cars or trucks for as long as possible, all while being mindful of their budget and the needs of their families. 

As a father, Stan wanted his daughters to be self-reliant and capable of taking care of themselves. One way he achieved this was by teaching me about vehicles, from basic inspections to actual repairs. His ultimate goal was for me to eventually take over the shop, which I did. Unfortunately, due to my husband’s health, I had to close the shop in 2019. 

Throughout the thirty-five years I spent working at the shop, I gained extensive knowledge about car care. Towards the end, I even began hosting car care workshops to share my expertise with others. It is this wealth of experience that I now wish to share with you. 

Basic automotive maintenance involves routine checking and replacement of parts that wear out naturally over time, ensuring that your car operates at its best. By performing these routine maintenance tasks, you can experience several advantages such as better fuel economy, increased safety, improved performance, and increased longevity for your vehicle. 

I hope this series will help you understand your vehicle and give you the confidence to make well-informed decisions about its care, maintenance, and repairs. 
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Cab- the part of a vehicle that houses the operating controls, the driver, and passengers.

Release Cable - a cable that is used to release the hood of the car and is located in the front of  the vehicle under the hood, usually near the driver’s side.

Combustion - the process of burning something.

Internal Combustion Engine - a type of heat engine that converts fuel into useful energy from the mixing of fuel and air inside the engine.

Oil Filler Cap -  The cap that seals the oil fill opening, and where you pour the motor oil. It helps prevent dirt and debris from entering the engine and oil from splashing out of the opening. 
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