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Uncovering the Crimes of a Welsh Godfather
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True crime records from 1934 to 1948 of the Godfather’s activities, his later philanthropic endeavours in local communities, and how the inheritance from his Mafia operations is being used today.
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The Godfather and his son Eric Williams

(from family Photograph albums)

How the Godfather Became so Powerful

John Osborn Williams (28 March 1886 – 6 July 1963) was the owner of the logging and pit-prop exporting business known as The Labrador Development Company Ltd based in Port Hope Simpson, Newfoundland from 1934–1948. 

The business became the basis for his wealth and power. His skill in negotiating with governments and his ruthless business methods enabled him to found his own mafia family. 

Williams discussed his business objectives with Sir John Hope Simpson, the Commissioner of Natural Resources and Acting Commissioner of Justice 1934–36, and Thomas Lodge, Commissioner of Public Utilities from 1934–1937. They believed he could develop the Labrador Development Company for the benefit of the country and its people.

But, the Godfather had manoeuvred them into positions where they had to accept his authoritarian approach to running the company.

They gained financially from working for him. They were effectively part of this extended mafia family. A mafia family is not solely comprised of blood relatives.

They believed his crime was that he had deliberately and fraudulently misled them and was only interested in ensuring the business would benefit the mafia family he was creating.
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