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    To everyone who came to the Secret Tea Party last weekend, your presence made the magic real.And to all my readers joining me on this wild, soul-aura journey through Pangea — thank you for believing in this world, and in me.I love y'all.
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​Chapter 1: Breakfast Surprise
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“Tachiirikinshi” song by Ado plays as story begins

Breakfast at the temple was the only time we weren’t trying to kick each other’s teeth in.

The courtyard was quiet, sunlight spilling over the edge of the training hall. I was mid-bite into some toasted rice cakes and miso when I noticed him.

Master Kanzo.

Just... standing there.

Off to the side like he was waiting for something. Arms folded behind his back. Eyes low. Silent. Smoking one of those herbal smelling joints.

I elbowed Bash. He was already cutting deals with one of the new kids, trading a sweet roll for extra eggs.

“Yo. Why’s Kanzo standing there like that? "Is he waiting on somebody, or is this one of his tests again?"

Bash squinted through a mouthful of food.

“I dunno. Maybe we should find out.”

"We both stood up at the same time and bumped into each other trying to get there first."

“Move, Bigfoot.”

“Back up, Egg Breath.”

We shoved each other the whole way and still showed up at the same time

Kanzo didn’t say a word at first. Just gave us that small half-smirk he always did when he was up to something.
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