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Dedication

This book is dedicated to all those inclined to question accepted opinion.

"Future historians will wonder how deeply flawed logic, obscured by shrewd and unrelenting propaganda, actually enabled a coalition of powerful special interests to convince the world that CO₂ from human industry was a dangerous, planet-destroying toxin."

- Richard Lindzen

––––––––
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To understand “the Climate Crisis” you need to understand... 

The availability cascade: On some occasions, a media story catches the attention of a segment of the public, which becomes aroused and worried. This emotional reaction becomes a story in itself, prompting additional coverage in the media, which in turn produces greater concern and involvement. The cycle is sometimes sped along deliberately by “availability entrepreneurs,” individuals or organizations who work to ensure a continuous flow of worrying news. The danger is increasingly exaggerated as the media compete for attention-grabbing headlines. Scientists and others who try to dampen the increasing fear and revulsion attract little attention, most of it hostile: anyone who claims that the danger is overstated is suspected of association with a “heinous cover-up.” The issue becomes politically important because it is on everyone’s mind, and the response of the political system is guided by the intensity of public sentiment. The availability cascade has now reset priorities. Other risks, and other ways that resources could be applied for the public good, all have faded into the background.

- Taken from “Thinking, fast and slow,” Daniel Kahneman
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​An Inconvenient Introduction 
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It’s time for Climate Crisis Fun Fact Number One: There is no Climate Crisis. The anthropogenic CO₂ doomsday narrative is a malignant mainstream myth. 

The weather is not your fault. The climate (weather over time) isn’t either. Yes, the climate is changing. It is changing because it has never not changed. But, no, the “pollutant” CO₂, anthropogenic or otherwise, is not driving this change. The only thing CO₂ is driving is plant growth. The information you are being fed is distorted. The causes for climate change are natural. They are natural variabilities, cycles we do not yet fully understand. 

How do we know this? We know this because of the historical records our ancestors have left us. We know this because of the physical evidence Nature has left us from the vast, pre-industrial past. We know this because of the changes in Earth's movements through space. What we are experiencing has all happened before, only it was much more drastic. This is why we don’t need to worry about slowing down or stopping something we have been conditioned to fret about. These changes can’t be stopped and we can’t “save the planet” because the planet doesn’t need saving. We only need to see how we can best adapt to these changes, something humankind has already been doing for countless generations. 

But how could this be, you ask? How could the the world have reached a “consensus” that CO₂ is an existential threat when it isn’t? Because “consensus” is a political, not a scientific term and those who benefit from this imaginary doomsday threat have also control public opinion. Certain professions, institutions and industries benefit either directly or indirectly from the CO₂ panic plot and actively manipulate what we see, read and hear. 

They do this by exploiting three well-known human weaknesses:

The first one is fear. Fear is easily planted in the minds of the uninformed. Unfortunately, most of us are highly uninformed. Worse, if no real danger is present, the human mind will proactively seek out things to fear until it finds one (thanks, evolutionary process). We are highly receptive to potential danger and apocalyptic climate hysteria satisfies this psychological predisposition. 

Our second weakness is our need to conform. Being firmly rooted in strict social hierarchies, humans have a primal need to belong. This need is so great that we would rather defy what our own senses tell us than be banned as a social outcast. 

Weakness number three is our anthropocentrism. Humans innately feel they are the center of the universe. They also sense they can somehow control Nature. Neither being true, this odd mindset only leads to hubris, narcissism and harmful decision-making. We lack humility, in other words. 

But humility is a good thing. And this book is an exercise in humility. It is a modest attempt to confront today’s presumptuous CO₂ Climate Crisis “consensus” with uncommon common sense. It is a compilation of well-documented facts and unconventional observations that question today’s “climate science” status quo. It will help reveal how a lack of critical thinking, extreme bias, heavy-handed fear mongering, mass indoctrination methods and quasi-religious fervor have trapped us in a straitjacket of Orwellian groupthink. 

We need to remind ourselves that only the individual can think. No one can force you to succumb to mass delusion if you choose not to. People who succumb to apocalyptic climate fear are the only ones in danger because popular hysteria is the plague of our age, not CO₂. Defend yourself by changing the way you think. May the skepticism be with you.
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Chapter One: Historical Inconveniences
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There have been at least 78 major temperature swings in the last 4,500 years, including two since the 1970s.

About 3500 years ago, during the Minoan warm period, the temperature was 4°C warmer than it is today. 

The Vikings discovered a green land around 1100 A.D. They called it Greenland. They also grew grapes on Newfoundland and Labrador, an area they referred to as Vinland, meaning vine or wine land.

The first phase of the Little Ice Age (LIA) took place during the sun’s Maunder Minimum 1660-1715 and then again during a cold relapse 1790-1820. It was the closest Earth has been to glacial conditions for the past 12,000 years. It finally ended around 1840.

A large temperature increase of 0.6 degree Celsius (1 degree Fahrenheit) took place between 1880 and 1940, well before human influences could have been important. The amount of fossil fuel burned at that time was miniscule compared to today. 

One of the worst climate-induced human catastrophes in history took place around 1210 BCE (the “2.8 ka BP Cold Event”). This abrupt climate event or ACE brought about the Late Bronze Age Collapse, most likely due to the combined effects of the change in climate it caused and the invasions that followed.

Another abrupt climate event took place about 8,000 years ago. It ushered in a multi-millennial dry-wet transition in Scandinavia and a decrease in precipitation in the Middle East. It lasted over 2,000 years and is believed to have helped spread agriculture to the North.

1816 was a year of severe world-wide climate abnormalities with average global temperatures dropping by 0.4–0.7 °C (0.7–1 °F). This was most likely a result of a violent volcanic eruption that took place on Mount Tambora in Indonesia. 

"The Green Sahara” entered a dryness crisis around six thousand years ago and became a desert in just 500 years. Its ecosystem collapsed and its human population was forced to flee. 

Greenland's Jakobshavn Glacier had already retreated by half its length before 1851. This was during much cooler times. Dynamics other than warming were clearly involved here.

The greatest temperature increase in modern times took place before the major rise in greenhouse gas concentrations after WWII; the Dust Bowl years of the 1930s. This was followed by a quarter-century decrease in temperature between the years 1940 and 1965. 

For more than 6,100 years, or 60% of our current Holocene interglacial warm period, the temperature was warmer than it is today.

Megadroughts occurred during the Medieval Warm Period (MWP) that dwarf modern-day droughts. This was a time when atmospheric CO₂ concentrations were more than 100 ppm lower than they are today. 

Swedish botanist Rutger Sernander has proposed that an extremely abrupt climate transition about 3,000 years ago called the Subboreal climate period was the basis for the Norse saga Fimbulwinter, a three-year-long winter with no intervening summers. 

The temperature increase during the last 25 years is "unique" and "exceptional?" Not if you compare it to the warming episodes that took place from 1860 to 1880 and 1910 to 1940. They had a similar warming rate.

About 1000 years ago, during the Medieval Warm Period, wine grew in Southern Scotland and wheat cultivation reached as far north as Trondheim, Norway. Is it a coincidence that the Medieval Warm Period coincided with the last maximum of the Eddy Solar Cycle?

Between 1500 and 1520, a period of drought caused by a Europe-wide change in climate depopulated large areas of Sicily.

The 1936 North American heat wave was one of the most severe heat waves in the modern history of North America. The death toll exceeded 5,000. 

During "modern" times, glaciers reached their shortest extents 10,000 and 5,000 years ago. Many of the glaciers that now exist were absent.

"Frost fairs" were held on the river Thames in London up until the early 19th century. Many more were held between the early 17th and early 19th centuries during the Little Ice Age, when the Thames froze regularly. 

The modern warming period, also known as "the long slow thaw," began more than 200 years before any significant contribution of human-induced CO₂ to the atmosphere could be made. 

Although the CO₂ levels were only about 70% compared to today, Earth went through several warm periods during the past 10,000 years (Medieval, Roman, Minoan, Egyptian Old-Kingdom, etc.). All were considerably warmer than today.

The frequency, extent, and duration of heat waves in the United States have declined sharply since the 1930s. 

Storms have never been as bad as they are today? How about the Great Blizzard of 1888 (in mid-March)? Also known as the Great White Hurricane of 1888. 

The Bond Cycle refers to nine temperature relapses that have taken place during our current Holocene interglacial period (the last 12,000 years). The three most recent historic warm peaks (Minoan, Roman and Medieval Warm Periods) all exceeded those of late twentieth century warming.

1965 marked the year during the long cooling trend 1940-1970 in which the recession of many Alpine glaciers was halted and Arctic Sea ice returned to Iceland. 

Man-made CO₂ has increased hurricane strength? The strongest hurricane to ever hit New England was The Great Colonial Hurricane of 1635. The Mayflower had arrived just a few years earlier. 

According to Australian scientists, aboriginal First Nations society has preserved memories of an ancient sea level rise of Australia’s coastline dating back to 11,000 - 5,300 BCE. Industrial CO₂ most likely did not play a role here.

The Laki (Grímsvötn) volcanic eruption in Iceland in 1783 drove down temperatures in the northern hemisphere by an average of 1.5 °C and nearly 5 °C in the nascent United States. Major eruptions spew hundreds of millions of tons of ash into the stratosphere. 

The rising sea level is a problem? Looks more like rising land levels are the problem. The Maldives is 70 centimeters higher now than in the 1970s. Eastern Australia is two meters higher than 4,000 years ago. The ancient port of Ephesus in Western Anatolia is now fifteen kilometers inland and seven meters above sea level.

The climate has been in a net cooling phase for the past 6,000 years. Its recent warming period has lasted for only the past 300 years. This began after the Little Ice Age ended and just before industrialization began.

The Climate Crisis has made heatwaves more intense! Has it? What about the unprecedented North American heatwave of 1953? Also referred to as "The Big Bake," the Northeastern US recorded 1,097 temperatures over 90 degrees, 546 over 95 degrees, and 129 over 100 degrees between August 24 and September 6, 1953.

Global average temperatures cooled by about 0.3°C after 1940 and remained low until 1970. This coincided with a huge increase in industrial activities that began during World War II. 

The sunspot maximum in the second half of the 20th century marks one of the most active solar phases of the past 10,000 years. The strength of the solar magnetic field more than doubled compared to that of the Little Ice Age.

The Late Bronze Age Collapse (the decline and fall of major Mediterranean civilizations during the 13th– 12th centuries BCE) appears to have been caused by the climate. This theory is based on the cosmogenic isotopes (interactions of cosmic rays with atomic nuclei that fall to Earth) found in proxies (preserved physical samples used for measurements). These were the result of solar influence.

Droughts today are caused by anthropogenic CO₂? What about the 1930s Dust Bowl drought, the great droughts in India and North China from 1876 to 1878 and the drought of 1834-1836 in England and Wales? Still too close to the Industrial Revolution? How about the “forgotten” drought in 1765–1768 affecting the British-Irish Isles and the European Megadrought of 1540? This keeps going back to antiquity, and beyond.

During the Little Ice Age, three climate cycles took place in close succession: An atmospheric-oceanic cycle and the Bray and the Eddy solar cycles. These cycles made this the coldest period during our current Holocene interglacial. It nearly triggered a glacial inception. 

The glaciers began to recede around 1800, at least a century before appreciable quantities of human-induced CO₂ began to accumulate in the atmosphere.

According to a 1922 newspaper article, the Arctic warmed up. It reported "a radical change in climatic conditions, and hitherto unheard-of high temperatures. “So little ice has never before been noted." 

Germans and other Central Europeans regularly lecture developing countries about the threat of deforestation. They should know. During Roman times and throughout the Dark Ages Europe was covered with primeval forest (in “De Germania,” Tacitus reports of men who walked for two months from Poland to Gaul without once glimpsing sunlight due to the trees). Their descendants destroyed most of these forests in the centuries to follow, yet their progeny have somehow managed to survive, multiply and live quite comfortably.

The draining of Lake Agassiz some 9,900 to 10,000 years ago may have been related to the 8,200-year or 8.2-kiloyear climate event. This event might also have 1) disrupted oceanic circulation and caused temporary global cooling, 2) caused the Younger Dryas stadial, 3) caused the expansion of agriculture from east to west across Europe and 4) accounted for the various flood myths of prehistoric cultures, including the Biblical flood narrative. No industrial CO₂ was present in the atmosphere at that time.

How could anthropogenic global warming have been the cause of the relatively ice-free Arctic recorded over two hundred years ago? See the 1817 voyage of Scoresby to the Greenland Sea. 

The great year-long European heatwave and drought of 1921 was one of the hottest on record. Caused in part by high pressure systems from the Azores that remained stuck for almost the entire year, it led to dire shortages of rain that also contributed to The Great Famine in Russia. Exacerbated by Bolshevik policies, the death toll of 5 million was one of the worst human disasters of the 20th century. 

Around 1420, the Chinese admiral Zheng He sailed the Arctic Sea with exploration fleets and found little ice there.

During the Holocene Climatic Optimum (a warm period that occurred roughly 9,500 to 5,500 years ago), glaciers all over the world were significantly smaller than they are at present. Anthropogenic CO₂?

The unusually long Roman Warm Period coincided with the final part of an interval of unusually low activity in the Eddy solar cycle. 

The warming that took place from 1910 to 1945 has been confirmed by thermometer records as well as proxy data. The “problem” for the IPCC & Co.? It occurred before human greenhouse emissions could have caused it.

We are regularly warned that Doomsday is right around the corner. But Doomsday has already been here. Several times. The Crisis of the 14th Century (the Little Ice Age), the General Crisis of the 17th Century, famine, plague, cholera, endless war, religious strife, and countless revolutions. All were either caused or aggravated by climatic factors but none of them had anything to do with man-made CO₂. 

The receding Mendenhall Glacier in Alaska has uncovered tree stumps carbon dated to be 1,000 to 2,000 years old. This means of course that it was warmer there before the glacier formed. And this was long before anthropogenic CO₂ could have played a role.

California's recent drought can only have been caused by anthropogenic CO₂! Really? Then what caused the droughts of 1930, 1840 and all the others before them? They show up in tree ring data and appear to be cyclical.

Modern heat records used by climate activists would never depend on “adjusting” or “ignoring” data from the past. No, they refer to this as “homogenizing” data instead.

In 1896, during the worst month of Australia’s Federation Drought, nearly five hundred died in the eastern states from temperatures that have been rarely recorded since.

The three "skating Christmases" in England in 1961, 1962 and 1963 were the coldest since 1740. 

The Mid-Holocene Transition (4000 BCE) was driven by changes in the orientation of Earth’s rotational axis (precession). This increased solar radiation and ended the African Humid Period, leading to the desertification of the Sahara. 

From the end of the 9th to the beginning of the 14th Century (the Medieval Warm Period), the Northern Hemisphere was warmer than at any time in the past 8,000 years. What could that possibly have to do with anthropogenic CO₂?

Total CO₂ emissions from energy in Europe's largest countries peaked in the 1970s, thanks mostly to the switch from coal to natural gas and nuclear. Oddly, these are precisely the technologies that climate activists now vehemently oppose.

The Little Ice Age reached its coldest point around 1650-1700. It had followed the Medieval Warm Period. This was when the Vikings colonized and farmed southern Greenland. How could industrial CO₂ have played a role here? 

The Little Ice Age took place between the 1640s and the 1690s. Was it caused by cyclical lows in solar radiation, increased volcanic activity, changes in ocean circulation? Who knows? But it certainly had nothing to do with human activity.

Fossil fuels were key to saving forests in the United States and Europe. Wood went from providing nearly all primary energy in 1850 to 50 percent in 1920 to 7 percent today.

There was a 33-year span of global cooling from 1944 to 1976 that coincided with steeply increasing CO₂ concentration as global industrial output increased after WWII.

Rising CO₂ levels cause rising temperature? During the 30-year temperature DECLINE beginning in 1945, global CO₂ levels rose from around 310 parts per million (ppm) to about 330 parts per million.

Global temperatures were higher 1,000 years ago than they are today despite Earth’s atmosphere having 25 percent less CO₂ than it does today.

When did anthropogenic CO₂ have a more devastating effect? During the pre-industrial Medieval Warm Period or the pre-industrial Little Ice Age? It had no effect in either case, of course.

What do the Roman Warm Period (AD 100), the Dark Ages Cold Period (AD 650), the Medieval Warm Period (AD 1100) and the Little Ice Age (AD 1650) all have in common? They can have nothing to do with human-induced CO₂.

What climate event ended the old Egyptian dynasty of Ramses III 4000 years ago, "when one could walk across the Nile bed?" No one knows.

The 4.2-kiloyear event, starting around 2200 BCE, was an abrupt climatic event causing an intense global drought that led to the end of several advanced civilizations. Its cause is a complete mystery. The only thing that is certain is that it wasn’t caused by industrial CO₂.

9000 to 5000 years ago during the Climatic Optimum of our Holocene interglacial period, the Earth was nearly 2 degrees warmer than it is today. And much wetter. The Sahara Desert was green.

An abrupt climate event attributed to solar forcing took place 10.3 thousand years ago at which point Jericho became the first known walled city. Had it been built for protection against northern invasion?

Humankind keeps burning down ever more forest! Everything was greener and cleaner before the Climate Crisis! Really? Due to the pyric transition (burning fuel in power plants and no longer at home), global burning has declined sharply over the past 150 years.

Ocean sediment studies and Greenland ice cores show us rapid variations as well as much warmer temperatures 1,000 and 2,500 years ago when the atmospheric CO₂ concentration was only about 200 ppm, rather than the preindustrial value of 280.

The Maunder Minimum (1645-1715) was a prolonged minimum in sunspot activity which coincided with the Little Ice Age in the northern hemisphere. What role could human-caused CO₂ have played there?

The Climate Crisis has made flooding so much worse today! No, that is not the case. What about the major floods back in 1913, 1927, 1932, 1936, 1937, 1938, 1972, 1976 and 1977? To name just a few.

During the five-hundred years between 750 and 1250, vineyards, citrus fruit and olive trees were located much further north than they are today. 

During the 15th and 16th centuries there were tens of millions of bison roaming the Great Plains, all of them emitting methane. Yet this was the coldest period of the past millennium. 

There have been nine significant previous warming trends over the last 10,000 years, each ending with much higher temperatures than we have today.

Archaeological studies show a general pattern of abandoned Neolithic settlements in several areas, including the Andes and the entire Eastern Mediterranean, indicating a widespread climatic crisis that marked the transition to the early Bronze Age. Industrial CO₂?

If our current Holocene interglacial period corresponds to the cyclical patterns of interglacial periods in the past, our “recent” Little Ice Age will be followed by a climate similar to that of the Roman Empire and Middle Ages. It will be a much warmer future, in other words. The prediction of an imminent new ice age made during the 1970s was likely a bit premature.

Guy Stewart Callendar was an English engineer and inventor who was the first to show in 1938 that the land temperature of Earth had risen over the previous 50 years (as earlier proposed by Swedish scientist Svante Arrhenius). He thought, however, that “the Callendar effect,” as global warming was known in those days, would be beneficial, delaying a "return of the deadly glaciers." Later, however, when the post-Second World War cooling trend in the northern hemisphere reversed an earlier upward trend, he began to doubt his theory.

During the Holocene climatic optimum 8,000 to 4,000 years ago, the warmest phase of our current post-glacial/pre-glacial era, many of Earth's glaciers shrank dramatically and were significantly smaller than they are today, some even disappearing completely.

Climate activists think anthropogenic CO₂ affects temperature. Things started going wrong with the Industrial Revolution, the logic goes. Therefore the “ideal” temperature must have been directly before the Industrial Revolution – during the Little Ice Age.  

The Minoan Warm Period 1,500 BCE was much warmer than today. Culture flourished. But prosperity declined steadily during the Greek Dark Ages 1,200 - 250 BCE when temperatures and population dropped all over Europe. 

Once more to consider:

Medieval Warm Period: 950 - 1250.

Little Ice Age: 1250 - 1850.

And 1850 to now? 

What will this climate period be called? They will have a name for our age one day in the future too, but it won't have anything to do with anthropogenic CO₂.
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Chapter Two: Astronomical Annoyances
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Due to its orbital precession, the Earth received about 7 percent more solar radiation 11,000 years ago than it does today. This warmed the high-latitude Northern Hemisphere summers far beyond anything humans could ever do. This is a cyclical process that will happen again.

About 9,500 years ago, a time that coincides with the maximal obliquity of Earth's axis, the climate of our current Holocene geologic epoch stopped warming. A few thousand years later, a progressive cooling began. 

We have just begun another 2,500-year Bray (AKA Hallstatt) solar cycle. These are major cooling events which all begin with global warming. These oscillations are associated with solar variations but their origins also match repeating patterns involving the four Jovian planets of Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune.

For the past seven thousand years, every millennium has been colder on average than the millennium before it. This is being driven by changes in solar irradiance due to Earth's orbital changes. The Earth’s obliquity is now decreasing at its fastest rate in 40,000 years. Low obliquity promotes glacial periods.

Earth's ice age cycles of 100,000 to 120,000 years are followed by short interglacial periods of 10,000 to 12,000 years and are controlled by small changes in solar energy received as a result of changes in Earth's orbit and spin axis. CO₂ plays no role here. The current Holocene interglacial period in which we live is about to end. 

The Earth's three main variations of movement through space are the eccentricity or shape of its orbit, its tilt of axis and its wobble or "precession of the equinoxes." These have closely matched the periods of its glaciations and interglacial periods over the last 800,000 years. These variations of movement are also referred to as the Milankovitch Cycles.

Dansgaard-Oeschger events (also referred to as D-O events) are abrupt temperature fluctuations that took place during the most recent ice age and led to dramatic changes in climate. These swings are characterized by a period of abrupt warming followed by a period of slow cooling. It is unclear what caused them, but it wasn’t industrial CO₂.

Natural climate variability consists of various cycles. Some are related to variations in solar luminosity, tidal effects of the Sun and Moon as well as the gravitational and electromagnetic oscillations of the heliosphere due to the revolution of the planets around the Sun. This interplanetary electromagnetic effect also modulates cosmic ray intensity which affects Earth's cloud formation.

ENSO (El Niño/Southern Oscillation) is Earth's response to the reduced atmospheric poleward transport in the tropics. The alteration between El Niño, La Niña and Neutral follows a quasi-decadal variability that is synchronized to solar cycles.
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