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The First Encounter: Happily-married young couple Tanner and Peyton Elliott bring home a new friend, Alena Fox, after a night of drinking. They end up having sex several times, and Alena proposes an arrangement-free rent for her, sex with her-whenever they want it-for them.

The Second Encounter: Tanner comes home to find Alena playing video games alone in the house. They make love, and Peyton comes home in the middle and joins in. They shower together, and then compete to see who can make Tanner climax first, as a bet to see who chooses the evening movie.

The Third Encounter: Tanner gets home to find Alena and Peyton making love on the couch. Rather than join in, he pleasures himself as he watches. Later they get in the shower and Tanner pleasures Alena with one end of a double dildo, and then Peyton and Alena pleasure each other using the dildo. Finally, Peyton paints Alena naked from behind while Tanner pleasures himself on her.

The Fourth Encounter: Tanner wakes up to find Alena cooking breakfast for the three of them, and he makes love to her over the breakfast table while Peyton watches and records them. Later, the trio are playing a board game and decide on a little bet, where the loser must go down on the winner. Peyton loses to Tanner, so she orally pleasures him while Alena watches and takes care of herself. That night, the trio come home and Alena gives Peyton deep-throating lessons.
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TANNER

HOW WELL DO YOU THINK you really know yourself?

Be honest.

How a person answers that question often tends to have a pretty direct correlation with their age. That is, the older they are, the more forcefully and confidently they will answer. The younger they are, the more likely they are to equivocate or hem and haw their way through some shaky half-response. The reason for that should be pretty obvious. The older you are, the more codified, the more reified, eventually the more petrified, your identity becomes. When you’re young you think you could be anything—a soldier, a king, a lawyer, an actor, a famous singer, a dragonslayer, a skater or a square, a jerk or a genius. Maybe you’ll learn guitar, maybe you’ll learn Mandarin Chinese, maybe you’ll start ballet when you’re six and end up the best in the world at it. You have all the time in the world, that world that is your oyster, and the possibilities are endless. Literally infinite. Okay, not really, but they feel like it at the time. Your life to come is a kaleidoscope of infinite possibilities, a bottomless well of variables that is indeed turtles all the way down.

As you get older, of course, those variables begin to collapse. As in quantum mechanics, superposition only lasts until it is observed, and at that point the particle must pick a state. All the choices of life constitute a long constant collapsing of all those variables into one single chosen path, whether you chose it yourself or had it chosen for you. Your identity is essentially the sum total of all those little choices you’ve made in your past. You get fewer and fewer of those choices as time passes, and therefore, your identity, knowing thyself in the Sun Tzu sense, becomes more and more of a concrete aspect of your life.

There are caveats to this. Asterisks attached to this otherwise immutable rule of the universe and existence. There are probably quite a few such caveats, but this is the one that has become personally relevant to me lately. You believe your identity is rock-solid, that you know yourself inside and out. You might genuinely believe that with all your heart. But if you have one thing change, sometimes it can set off a chain reaction. Think about the little Dutch boy with his finger in the dam. That boy’s finger held back a world-changing event, a cascading chain of events that altered the future path for literally every single living thing with the misfortune to lay downstream of that particular bit of subpar medieval engineering. If you break down one boundary within yourself, maybe that’s it, maybe that’s all that happens. Maybe you get to say ‘huh, I didn’t know that about myself, that’s interesting,’ and just move on with your day.
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