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Dedication





These poems are dedicated 


to those countless Americans 


who have struggled in obscurity 


and repression for freedom, 


equality, and justice.
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What Happened To The American Dream?
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This Is How The Millennium Began


     (After September 11, 2001)





This is how the millennium began: 

in death flights of hidden heroes 

and fanatics of false gods,

in the crush of crumbled towers’ humbled pride, 

in streets begrimed with grief for strangers,

in the grotesque smoke 

of thousands of innocent souls, ascending,

in the ultimate sacrament       

of noble sacrifice 

and genuine generosity.

And this is how the millennium began:

cries of “jihad” and “crusade” 

beckoned the harpies of hate.

Bonds of brotherhood were sundered 

by blinding ignorance and fear.

Why did we not realize, before it was too late,

not all the world wants to duplicate 

America’s career?

We, who preach the virtues of democracy, 

have, empowered dictators, supported juntas, 

curried favor of criminal regimes, 

trained and armed secret police, allowed repression, 

corruption, torture, and tyranny 

to proclaim our hypocrisy. 

Radical fundamentalist Islamic terrorism 

is but the twisted reflection 

of our own amoral commercialism.

Yes, this is how the millennium began:

We have exploited the native peoples 

and natural resources of the world 

to profit our profligacy, 

remade indigenous cultures into

cookie-cutter capitalist wage-slave consumers. 

We metastasized Star Bucks 

and Bay Watch, Nike and Pepsi, 

and, of course, the golden arches

all over the world so, 

no matter where we’re at, 

we can hear:

“Do you want fries with that?”

Still, this is how the millennium began:

Obesity is America’s largest 

health problem, while hunger 

haunts the world outside our affluence. 

There are eight billion people

jammed on the planet, and another 

hundred million added every year. 

Yet we refuse their pleas 

for birth control and education. 

But don’t worry, 

their high infant mortality, malnourishment, 

and disease will soon remove them

from our contemplation.

Why do we wonder that America 

is increasingly envied, resented, 

and reviled?

That terrorists easily recruit 

ever more followers 

who don’t fear suicide?

So, this is how the millennium began:

We have sown the dragon’s teeth of terrorism 

and now we reap the wrath of cataclysm.

We will wage war on shadows

and watch the world turn dark. 

We will loudly sing “let freedom ring,”

while our civil liberties are looted, 

one by one.

We will spend our sons and daughters, 

spouses and friends in futile struggle 

that never ends, 

because violence breeds only more violence.           

Yet those who dare speak peace 

are often disappeared in silence. 

Now, this is how the millennium began:

in cheap patriotism 

and expensive absolutism.

So wrap yourself in the Stars and Stripes

(even if you have to steal them),

mumble “God Bless America,”  

so you know you’ll go to heaven.

Arm yourself with your 

2nd Amendment-approved AR15,

rev up your supersized SUV, 

tune your radio to your righteous outrage station,

cruise by the cover of night 

for a “raghead” to take revenge on.

Play your small part 

in the false, foolish start 

of the great American tragedy. 

Will we really allow this to be 

what the Millennium portends?
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