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            CHAPTER 1

          

          AN INTRODUCTION TO BIBLE PROPHECY

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking. I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles.

        2 Peter 3:1–2

      

      

      In modern western culture, some Christians discount or even ignore the Old Testament. Once Jesus arrived and ushered in the New Covenant, believers were no longer under the Law. For that reason, they focus their Bible reading on the New Testament.

      The authors of this study had been Christians for nearly as long as they could remember. For years, they studied the New Testament. After all, it was the Gospel, the Good News, and it contained the teachings of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Sure, they’d read the Old Testament—well, at least part of it—and they were familiar with most of the “stories.”  Yet little did they know how wrong they were. Their watered-down assumption only provided them with a basic understanding of who Jesus really is and why He came to live among us and to die for our sins.

      The Word of God is alive and active. It renews our minds and transforms us (Hebrews 4:12). It’s amazing how a book written in antiquity can radically change lives today. Tyrants have tried to destroy it with massive book burnings, yet those persecutors are gone, and this book remains through the ages. Why? We hope to show you that the Bible is a supernatural book written by a source outside of time—God Himself.

      There are 66 books within the Bible, written by 40 different authors on three separate continents over the course of 1,500 years—more or less—and in three languages. Yet the Bible is one continuous book that reveals who God is, His immense love for us, and His plan to redeem the world. To get a fuller and richer understanding of the Jewish Messiah—Jesus Christ—it’s important to look at His Jewish roots, which are also the roots of Christianity.

      Jesus came to the Jewish people first, practiced the Jewish faith, and became a rabbi (teacher). Our Lord identified with the Jewish people. This concept is important for us to grasp, especially if we are Gentiles (not Jewish) and don’t know or understand their customs.

      From your reading of the New Testament, you probably knew that Jesus celebrated Passover (Matthew 26:17). But did you know He most likely celebrated all of the Jewish holy days, including Hanukkah, which the Jewish people refer to as the Festival of Dedication? 

      
        
        John 10:22–23

        Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was in the temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade.

      

      

      Over the course of this study, we will examine how Christianity’s roots began in Judaism, and we hope you will understand what Jesus meant when He said, multiple times, that He came to fulfill the Law, not abolish it. In the process, we will look at Jesus and the scriptures through a Middle Eastern lens, as well as a Western lens.

      According to Kristi McLelland, bestselling author and college professor, people who read with a Middle Eastern lens study scripture to understand more about God, while those with a Western lens are more inclined to look for a personal application. Reading scripture with both lenses provides us with a deeper and richer understanding of God’s Word. For that reason, as we study Messianic prophecies, we will refer to the Hebrew meaning behind some of our English translations. 

      Did you know that Jesus is the Latin version of our Savior’s name? In Hebrew, His name is Yeshua. More importantly, the Hebrew meaning of Yeshua is “Salvation” and is often translated “He saves.” Christ, His recognized title, comes from Greek and means “Anointed One.” 

      In Genesis and throughout the entire Old Testament, or the Tanakh in Hebrew, we continually read about a coming Anointed One who will take away the curse from the garden rebellion in Genesis and save people from their sins. God introduced a sacrificial system that would temporarily cover sins by the shedding of an innocent’s blood—for example, an unblemished lamb. This is why, when Jesus approached John the Baptist, John introduced Him as the Lamb of God.

      
        
        John 1:29   

        The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 

      

      

      Even in Revelation, the last book of the Bible, Jesus is identified as both the Lamb that was slain and the Lion of Judah (Revelation 5:5–6). Knowing the Old Testament references brings clarity to the New Testament.

      We believe understanding the Jewish roots of our faith bears witness to the supernatural aspects and prophecies of the Bible. God told the prophet Isaiah that He—and only He—makes known the end from the beginning. 

      
        
        Isaiah 46:9–10 

        Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me. I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. I say, ‘My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.’

      

      

      How does God make things known? Through His Word and through the prophets. Navi is the Hebrew word for prophet, one who receives and delivers messages from God. The prophets spoke God’s very words to the people, sometimes as a warning and at other times to tell of future events. Prophecy can exhort or judge their current-day hearers—or do both—and announce upcoming judgement because of the people’s disobedience, but it also can resonate to future events.

      How do we know if a person was or is truly a prophet? God gives the litmus test in Deuteronomy.

      
        
        Deuteronomy 18:21–22

        You may say to yourselves, “How can we know when a message has not been spoken by the Lord?” If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the Lord does not take place or come true, that is a message the Lord has not spoken. That prophet has spoken presumptuously, so do not be alarmed.

      

      

      There are different types of prophecy in the Bible. There are predictive prophecies as well as over 280 Messianic prophesies and foreshadows to help the Jewish people recognize the true Messiah when He arrived. Many of those Old Testament prophecies were read in an ancient context, but once Jesus came on the scene and fulfilled them to their fullest meaning, a deeper resonance is revealed. This study will focus on the prophesies and foreshadows connected to Israel’s history that point us to Jesus in the Tanakh.

      One example of a predictive prophecy can be found in the books of Isaiah and Jeremiah. Just to provide some background, the Israelites are God’s chosen people, but they repeatedly rebelled and angered Him. As a result, between 589–586 BC, God allowed King Nebuchadnezzar to capture Jerusalem, destroy the Temple, and take the Jewish captives to Babylon, where they were exiled for 70 years (Jeremiah 25).

      In addition to the Biblical accounts, there are many historical records that provide dates of the capture, the exile, and the return of the Israelites to the Promised Land. The Greek historian, Herodotus (circa 484–425 BC), recorded how Cyrus’s general captured Babylon without a battle.

      Incredibly, more than 100 years earlier, Isaiah (circa 745–685 BC) prophesied the destruction of Babylon by the Medes and the Persians, which occurred in 539 BC.

      
        
        Isaiah 13:17–18

        See, I will stir up against them the Medes, who do not care for silver and have no delight in gold. Their bows will strike down the young men; they will have no mercy on infants, nor will they look with compassion on children.

      

      

      Isaiah went on to reveal the name of the man who would not only defeat Babylon, but who would also allow the Jewish people to return home and authorize them to rebuild their temple.

      
        
        Isaiah 45:1

        “This is what the Lord says to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of to subdue nations before him and to strip kings of their armor, to open doors before him so that gates will not be shut:

      

      

      Isaiah not only predicted the battle, but he went on to mention Cyrus, the conqueror, by name! And in the following verses, Isaiah recorded the rest of God’s message to Cyrus, who had yet to be born.

      
        
        Isaiah 45:4–6

        For the sake of Jacob my servant, of Israel my chosen, I summon you by name and bestow on you a title of honor, though you do not acknowledge me. I am the Lord, and there is no other; apart from me there is no God. I will strengthen you, though you have not acknowledged me, so that from the rising of the sun to the place of its setting people may know there is none besides me. I am the Lord, and there is no other.

      

      

      In Antiquities of the Jews, Josephus, the first century historian, wrote that Cyrus was informed of the biblical prophecies written about him by Jeremiah and Isaiah. Ezra prophesied that Cyrus would not only conquer Babylon, but that he would allow the Israelites to return to the Promised Land and authorized them to rebuild the Temple (Ezra 1:1–11). Cyrus also wrote about it himself on a clay cylinder, which you can see in the British Museum today.

      
        
          [image: The Cyrus Cylinder]
        

      

      
        
        Example of the Cyrus Cylinder

      

      

      Across the centuries and in various cultures, Cyrus was shown in a favorable light. Greek historians record him as being an ideal ruler with high moral virtue. Isaiah refers to Cyrus as the Lord’s anointed one (Isaiah 45:1). We, the authors, find this fascinating and beyond coincidence, something revealed by God Himself. We encourage you to do your own research.

      Another type of prophecy is Messianic, which was meant to help the Jewish people recognize their Messiah. We will focus on the Messianic prophecies and will begin by looking at the prophet Micah (circa 737–696 BC), who provided specific details on the coming Messiah to help the Jewish people recognize Him.

      
        
        Micah 5:2

        “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.”

      

      

      This prophecy was fulfilled by Jesus when He was born in the town of Bethlehem.

      
        
        Matthew 2:1–2

        After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”

      

      

      Since the New Testament wasn’t written until after the resurrection, it was not available to the original Jewish believers. They only had the Tanakh to convince people that Jesus was the Messiah. But they didn’t need the New Testament to preach the Gospel. The Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms are full of Messianic prophecy, which enabled them to prove to new believers that Jesus was the promised Messiah and the Son of God.

      In fact, numerous times throughout the Gospels, Jesus says, “In your hearing this prophesy is fulfilled.” Yet many of the prophesies He pointed out are not the predictive type, but rather they are Messianic connections we sometimes fail to see if we aren’t familiar with the Old Testament. Jesus quotes two of them that are taken from Israel’s history.

      
        
        Isaiah 6:8–9

        Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” He said, “Go and tell this people: “‘Be ever hearing, but never understanding; be ever seeing, but never perceiving.’”

      

      

      At first reading, it appears that Isaiah is only sharing how God called him into ministry, but these verses apply to both Isaiah and Jesus. As we see in Matthew, Jesus took that same passage in Isaiah and said He fulfilled those very words, bringing fullness to the meaning of the scripture.

      
        
        Matthew 13:13–17

        This is why I speak to them in parables: “Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand. In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: “‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.

        For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.’ But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. For truly I tell you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.

      

      

      Another example of an early Messianic prophecy that is sometimes overlooked is found in Psalm 41, which tells us of King David’s history.

      
        
        Psalm 41:9

         Even my close friend, someone I trusted, one who shared my bread, has turned against me.

      

      

      In the Gospel of John, during the Last Supper, Jesus talks of His betrayal and points to that psalm as a prophecy—and one that was being fulfilled at that very table, when Judas, His Hebrew brother, betrayed Him.

      
        
        John 13:18

        “I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill this passage of Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread has turned against me.’

      

      

      Until Jesus connected Psalm 41:9 to Himself, no one realized that verse also spoke of the Messiah. Even today, Jewish rabbis do not recognize those words as Messianic and claim the words aren’t being used appropriately. However, we can trust they aren’t being misused because Jesus Himself used them and told us that He is fulfilling the Law and the Prophets—and filling them up to their fullest meaning.

      
        
        Matthew 5:17

        “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”

      

      

      There are also unspoken prophecies that foreshadow people and events to come, although we don’t recognize them as foreshadows until after the actual event takes place. In retrospect, with the New Testament, we can now see how various Fathers of our Faith, particularly Isaac, Joseph, and Moses, had very similar characteristics of Jesus. In his podcast, Cold Case Christianity, J. Warner Wallace points out many parallels.

      For example, think about this description of Moses and consider how it also applies to Jesus, who lived thousands of years after him: As a baby, he escaped certain death from the decree of a king. He lived in Egypt as a child, and later he was called to go to the Promised Land. He was known to be humble. While in the wilderness, he faced temptation. He was accredited by signs and wonders. He spoke and taught God’s Word to the people from a mountain. He was an intercessor and mediator between God and the people. And he was willing to atone for the people’s sins. 

      Here is another example using a description of Joseph that can also be applied to Jesus: He was sent by his father to his brothers. He was the object of his Father’s love, scorned by his brothers, the people who should have honored him, and stripped of his robe. He was sold for the market price of a slave in pieces of silver and delivered to the Gentiles. He withstood temptation but was falsely accused and imprisoned. He fed the hungry and forgave the brothers who had wronged him.

      The Bible is full of these foreshadows to prepare God’s chosen people to believe and receive the Messiah when He arrived. We think you will find these foreshadows as exciting as we do and that, by the end of the study, you will see how many descriptions of the Fathers of the Faith in the Old Testament can be applied to Jesus. This was, in large part, what Jesus meant when He said He didn't come to abolish the Law and Prophets but to fulfill them.

      We will also look at the temple sacrifices and Jewish Holy Festivals, which are fulfilled in Jesus. In Leviticus 23, the Jewish people were given Seven High Festival Days and commanded to celebrate them each year.

      The first spring festival is Passover, when the Jewish people celebrate the blood of the lamb that saved them from God’s wrath when the angel of death passed through Egypt, killing the firstborn sons. Jesus, our Passover Lamb, fulfilled this when He was crucified during the Passover celebration. His blood covers us from God’s wrath. We will examine the holy days more closely in chapter 10. 

      In the course of our study, we will not point out all of Messianic prophecies, foreshadows, and patterns, but we hope to cover enough to convince you that the Old Testament and New Testament are one continuous book. And we believe you will see why Jesus continued to point the Jewish leaders and his followers back to the Bible, their Bible, the Tanakh and what we call the Old Testament when he told them time and again, “You have read the law and the prophets….”

      
        
        Luke 24:44–45

        He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.

      

      

      No matter how many times you read the Bible or how many years you have studied Scripture, there is so much to see and learn, and even more truth to discover.

      Have you ever walked along the shoreline and admired the beauty of the waves as they crash onto the sand? It’s stunning to see the ocean break against the land, two completely different worlds merging on the same planet. Many find it peaceful to wade along the banks or gaze at the water’s horizon.

      This is how we view the Bible—the spiritual world crashing into the physical world, and the beauty of it is captured in God’s Word. We hope that you will find peace through the washing of His Word as you gaze at its light. We invite you to stroll, read, and admire its beauty.

      

      
        
        DIGGING DEEPER

      

      

      
        
        We went over Luke 24:44–45 in this chapter. Read it again.

      

        

      
        * Do you think it is a good idea to ask Jesus to teach us before we read His Word?

      

      

      
        
        Read Ezekiel 12:2; Matthew 13:10–17; and Luke 11:27–28

      

        

      
        * Is there a difference between hearing and listening?

        * How does the condition of a person’s heart affect their ability to see and hear?

        * Is listening to the Word and not acting upon it acceptable?

      

      

      
        
        Read Hosea 11:1 and Matthew 2:13–15

      

        

      
        * Does Hosea 11:1 appear to be a prophecy at first reading?

        * Matthew connected Jesus to fulfilling this Hosea prophecy.   Is this prophecy predictive, Messianic, or the “fulfilling” type?

        * Could Israel’s historical record in the Tanakh (the Old Testament) be designed to help Jews and Gentiles recognize the Messiah?

        * Could Jesus be fulfilling Israel’s historical record in the Tanakh to its fullest meaning?

      

      

      
        
        Read Revelation 19:10

      

        

      
        * What is the spirit of prophecy?

      

      

      
        
        Read Isaiah 41:21-24

      

        

      
        * Does God like us looking to foreign sources to know the future?

      

      

      We suggest reading the Bible like a narrative that leaves breadcrumbs and Easter eggs to lead us to a climax with Jesus as Messiah. For further study on this, we recommend The Pentateuch as Narrative by John H. Sailhamer.

      TO PREPARE FOR THE NEXT LESSON: READ GENESIS CHAPTERS 1–3.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CHAPTER 2

          

          THE BLOOD CONNECTION: A BIBLICAL PATTERN

        

      

    

    
      
        
        The life of the flesh is in the blood and it makes atonement.

        Leviticus 17:11

      

      

      We need to look at the importance of blood in the Tanakh to give us a better understanding of what Jesus did for us and why. It will also help us to better understand prophecy. 

      Most people are familiar with the Biblical story of the Fall in the book of Genesis. God created Adam and Eve and put them in the Garden of Eden, where He walked with them and had fellowship with them. Adam and Eve had shalom—wholeness, perfect peace, and harmony—with God and with all of creation.

      Then Eve, deceived by the serpent—the enemy—ate the forbidden fruit and shared it with Adam. Eve was deceived, but Adam willingly chose to disobey God. Some suggest that he valued his relationship with Eve over God, and since he knew she would be banned from Eden, he wanted to be wherever she was.

      Scripture does not clarify this for us. However, it is important to keep in mind the difference between deception and choice.

      Since Adam willingly chose to disobey God, many theologians agree that sin is carried through his seed. That is why all Adam’s descendants are born into death and with the propensity to sin. When Jesus came as God in flesh, He was born of a virgin woman without a human father’s seed. His Father was—and is—God Himself. As a result of Adam and Eve’s disobedience, God punished them, and all mankind suffered from that initial rebellion. Read Genesis 3 as a refresher, but let’s look at some specific verses.

      
        
        Genesis 3:7–8

        Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden.

      

      

      In their guilt and shame, Adam and Eve tried to hide from God. But we can never hide from God. In their attempt to cover themselves, they used fig leaves, which were not an adequate covering. As we continue to read the third chapter of Genesis, we see an implied reference to the need for a blood sacrifice to atone for sin.

      
        
        Genesis 3:21

        The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.

      

      

      While that scripture does not say God killed an animal, many people believe the use of animal skins implies that innocent blood was shed to provide a temporary covering for their sin. However, that temporary atonement did not eliminate the consequences of their disobedience.

      According to several sources, ancient rabbis believed and taught that Adam and Eve’s need to cover themselves had more to do with them physically losing the light of God, which is an interesting view and one that should be given serious thought.

      Notice that in 1 John, God describes Himself as light.

      
        
        1 John 1:15

        This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.

      

      

      Let’s take a closer look at God being light along with His creation of light.

      
        
        Genesis 1:3–5

        And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.

      

      

      God did not create the sun, moon, and stars until the fourth day (Genesis 1:14–19). Prior to that, the glory of God Himself provided the light, just as He will in the New Jerusalem, as stated in Revelation 21:23.

      Before the Fall, Adam and Eve had perfect fellowship with God—perfect shalom. And since they were in His presence, they may have radiated His light. This should not take a large stretch of the imagination to consider. In Exodus, when Moses returned from Mount Sinai with the Ten Commandments, he had a radiant glow.

      
        
        Exodus 34:29

        When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the covenant law in his hands, he was not aware that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the Lord.

      

      

      In Matthew we read of Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration.

      
        
        Matthew 17:1–3

        After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.

      

      

      We will look at both these scriptures in detail in chapter 8, when we study Moses reflecting God’s light on Mt. Sinai and how that foreshadows Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration. However, we mention them here to help explain why Adam and Eve may have been radiant while communing with God in the Garden of Eden.

      If they had reflected God’s light while they had perfect fellowship with Him, they may have lost their radiance after their disobedience and the subsequent Fall. Perhaps that’s why they recognized their nakedness and tried to hide.

      Whichever view you hold, we hope to convince you through this study that both point to Jesus (Yeshua) as our blood covering and our restoration to wholeness (shalom).

      The main point from the Fall of Mankind is that suffering and death, both spiritually and physically, entered the world from that original rebellion. Eve believed the lie of the serpent when he asked, "Did God really say…?”

      It seems implied that Eve and Adam wanted to define good and evil for themselves, to have wisdom like God, and to be in control of their own lives. But don't we do the same thing? Don’t we ask the same types of questions and compromise God’s standards for our own desires? For example, “Is sexual immorality really that bad?” Or “Don't I deserve to take something that doesn’t belong to me so I can be happy?”

      The desire to be the gods of our own lives is in our very nature. And that’s why we, who are born of Adam, will die in our flesh and question God’s loving authority. Yet God offered them (and us!) a way to full restoration.

      
        
        Genesis 3:14–15

        So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”

      

      

      This is the Lord’s first reference to “Someone” coming to crush the serpent. In Genesis 3:15, when speaking of the enmity between the serpent and Eve, the Hebrew language describes the offspring as your seed (the enemy) and her seed (woman). Could describing the woman having a seed, in contrast to the seed typically coming from a man, be a clue to a virgin birth?

      Many theologians believe this is the first prophecy of the virgin birth and possibly linked in Isaiah 7:14. Could this also be the first indication that the Someone coming will be without sin (unblemished)?

      
        
        Genesis 3:16

        To the woman he said, “I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; with painful labor you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.”

      

      

      Have you ever considered the blood connection in terms of human reproduction? For sexual intimacy to occur, a woman has a tearing of flesh and a spilling of blood when her hymen breaks. In addition, she sheds blood monthly until she is impregnated with life. Isn’t that a great picture of life and intimacy? Men and women together reflect God’s image (Genesis 1:27). Could this be a picture like the tearing of the flesh and the shedding of blood that brought new life through Jesus’ sacrifice?

      There is life in the blood (Leviticus 17:11), but this truth has both physical and spiritual significance. Jesus tore his flesh and spilled his blood so that we can have intimacy with Him—and so that mankind, Adam’s offspring, can arise to life in a new birth (John 3:3).

      However, Eve and womanhood weren’t the only ones punished in the Fall.

      
        
        Genesis 3:17–19

        To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.”

      

      

      Sometimes it may feel as though death and God’s punishment were too severe and that it was unfair to punish Adam and Eve’s offspring for their failures. However, God also provided atonement for all of us through one man, Jesus Christ.

      
        
        Romans 5:12

        Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way, death came to all people, because all sinned⁠—
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