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“Sensational. . .masterful. . .brilliant.”

—New York Post

 

 

“My fear level rose with this Zandri novel like it hasn't done before. Wondering what the killer had in store for Jude and seeing the ending, well, this is one book that will be with me for a long time to come!”

—Reviews by Molly

 

 

“I very highly recommend this book. . .It's a great crime drama that is full of action and intense suspense, along with some great twists. . .Vincent Zandri has become a huge name and just keeps pouring out one best seller after another.”

—Life in Review

 

 

“(The Innocent) is a thriller that has depth and substance, wickedness and compassion.”

—The Times-Union (Albany)

 

 

“I also sat on the edge of my seat reading about Jude trying to stay alive when he was thrown into one of those games. . . Add to that having to disarm a bomb for good measure!”

—Telly Says

 

 

"The action never wanes." 

—Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel

 

 

"Gritty, fast-paced, lyrical and haunting." 

—Harlan Coben, bestselling author of Six Years

 

 

"Tough, stylish, heartbreaking." 

—Don Winslow, bestselling author of Savages
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“The truth is I have never loved Henry more than I have this last month. I have wanted to wail with pity over him... He mutters more than ever of our hours in the box at Ford's, forcing me to think of them, too.”

—Clara Harris Rathbone speaking of her husband, Henry Rathbone, on the eve of their murder/suicide, December 23, 1893.

 


 

 

 

 

 

What follows is inspired by true events.

 


PROLOGUE

[image: Image]

Good Friday, April 14, 1865

Ford’s Theater

Washington, DC

10:19PM

 

The President has been shot.

Triggered at point-blank range by John Wilkes Booth, a twenty-six-year-old fanatic Confederate sympathizer and stage actor, the bullet has managed to crack President Lincoln’s skull open like an egg. More specifically, the solid lead ball has penetrated the bone behind the left earlobe and lodged itself just above his right eye, nearly exiting the forehead. Despite frantic attempts by a physician (whom, it should be noted, is attending the evening performance of Our American Cousin at the invitation of the White House) to remove the bullet with his fingers, the projectile is lodged too deep inside the brainpan. He does, however, manage to remove some of the thicker blood clots, a process which is believed to help protect the President’s circulatory system from collapsing entirely.

When the decision is made to move the President from the box down the narrow staircase to the lobby, the two Union soldiers and one heavyset grocer who are chosen for the task, move swiftly. The President’s head is bleeding a profuse amount of dark red, nearly black arterial blood. Knowing a bumpy carriage ride back to the White House will finish the President off for good, the men transport him instead across the street to the three-story Peterson house. There, the deadweight body is laid out diagonally across a bed far too small for its long legs, arms, and torso.
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