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Introduction
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One of the most important, respected, and extensive Native American tribes of the United States, the Cherokees are regarded as intelligent and wealthy people among all tribes. Even though they are exceeded in number by Chippewas and the Sioux, the Cherokees are lauded for their sensible thinking and ability to adapt to new civilizations. They covered parts of the Southern Alleghenies  Mountains in North and South Carolina, along with regions in Tennessee, Georgia, and Alabama. Ever since 1760, the tribe has been facing tiffs with the white residents, shortly after which they moved to the new territory designated to the Indian tribes. The region where they lived was labeled the “Cherokee Nation.” 

Their act of cultivating corn can be dated back to 1000 BC; they passed on their innovative and creative harvesting techniques to the white settlers who arrived in America thousands of years later. The Cherokees have named themselves the “Ani-yun-wiya,” which translates to “The Real People.” The word is derived from a Creek version that translates to “People who speak differently.” Their people pride themselves on the agricultural and social harmony norms they have established over the years. 

Among several explicit cultural implications, the Cherokees are extremely proud of their beliefs and myths. They are devout spiritual believers and accredit their existence to God and other significant mythological figures. For them, dreams, visions, and signs are all a gift that empowers their existence and provides them the will to live. Furthermore, they claim that the spiritual world and the real world are inherently intertwined and thrive on a symbiotic relationship. Significant myths in Cherokee culture majorly cover tales related to animals and spirits, with owls, buzzards, and eagles being recurrent characters. 

The Cherokees have been devout worshippers of the Creator, Unetlanvhi, who is their main god. They are still proud of their mythology and wish to keep it alive for generations to come. Today, the sovereign Cherokee Nation has formed communities to promote their culture and keep their native history alive. Since the significance of tribal culture and myths is fading away over time, Native Americans are trying to pass the information to the new generations. 

In the past, the Cherokees kept their fascinating myths and legends to themselves. They were only to be narrated to other Native Indians through a tale-teller or myth keeper. Those invited to hear the stories were sent to the medicine man before they could sit in front of the myth keeper. The medicine man performed a ceremony on the listener by scratching their arm with a comb made from a rattlesnake’s teeth in a designated pattern. The comb was supposed to create visible marks on the arms, which were then covered by a healing powder. The invitees were then taken to an earthen hut with a dome where they listened to Cherokee myths day and night. Once they learned everything about their legends and history, they were taken to the water in the morning and asked to dip their body in seven times.

The myth keepers played a significant role in the past and were highly regarded due to the knowledge they possessed. Some Cherokees even believed that they could turn into animals, just like the ones in the stories they narrated. 

Cherokee stories and myths are narrated in two groups. The first group comprises the spiritual or sacred stories that are usually related to songs and healing. The second group tells stories related to animals and birds as they are quite important to Cherokee mythology. Most of the stories in this group name their animal characters and portray them as larger creatures than they naturally are. They could even speak to men and to each other. Both animals and humans used to speak in a similar language and dialect. However, as man grew greedy, they could no longer speak to animals. 

As you delve into the spiritual tales of Cherokee mythology, you will realize that most of them support scientific occurrences. The most popular and noteworthy Cherokee stories emphasize the creation of the Earth and the first living beings. They also vaguely explain the living patterns established today among all kinds of living beings (animals, plants, and humans). 
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Chapter 1: Cherokee Gods
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Even though the Cherokees did not define concrete characteristics for their God, they did believe in certain supreme powers and healing attributes they possessed. The tribe did not perceive their main god in a human form either. The Cherokees worship and believe in several gods, or rather, spirits that were significant to their ancestors in the past. 
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Unetlanvhi - The Creator 
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The word literally translates to “Creator” in the tribal language and is deemed the “Great Spirit” of the Cherokee people. In fact, it is believed that the tribe of Oklahoma used the same phrase, and the Cherokee tribe then proudly adopted it. With no apparent personification of Unetlanvhi, the Cherokee people do not give any image, attributes, or human form to the Great Spirit. While most Indian American tribes had a designated Sky or Earth God, the Cherokees believed that no dimension or element could define the Great Spirit. The Unetlanvhi is greater than the Earth and the sky and has no specific gender, according to the Wahnenauhi Manuscript.
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