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    For my family — the light that keeps the forest alive.

      

    



  	
        
            
            The forest keeps its promises—to the lost, the broken, and the betrayed.It gives shelter to grief… and vengeance to those who listen.

      

    


— **Prologue: The Awakening** —

“Wake up! Wake up! Please wake up — don’t turn into one of those monsters!”

I begged as I tried to shake my eldest brother from becoming a soulless undead. Panic clawed at my chest as I ran into his room, hoping he was still awake like he often was, losing track of time whenever he found a book too good to put down.

But when I burst through the door, the transformation had already begun. His body was halfway sunken into the bed. Vines coiled around him, dragging him down like some unseen beast beneath the mattress. The fabric tore open, revealing something alive — or dying — beneath.

“Jake!” I cried, shaking him hard, desperate to wake him before it was too late. I shouted his name again and again, but he didn’t move. The vines thickened, their tips writhing through the torn mattress. My last hope — my last, stupid, desperate thought — was to tickle his foot.

He hated that. It always jolted him awake.

I tickled him once, twice — and his foot twitched. My heart leapt. “Come on, Jake, please!” I kept going until I saw his brow furrow, the familiar look of annoyance flickering across his face. “Jake! Please wake up, I beg you! Don’t turn into one of them!”
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