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PART I: FOUNDATIONAL ARCHITECTURE
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	CORE THESIS: EVIL AS PRIVATION IN A PARTICIPATORY FIELD


The Nature of Evil

Evil is not a substance or rival force contending with God for cosmic supremacy. It is a privation—the absence of good that ought to be present in a creature (Genesis 1:31; Romans 3:23). Just as blindness is not a “thing” but the absence of sight, and cold is not a substance but the absence of heat, so evil is the lack of order, being, or goodness that should characterize a creature according to its nature and design.

This definition has ancient roots (Augustine, Aquinas) but gains new precision when mapped onto a field framework: “Presence” names our participation in God, who is the Good, Truth, and Being itself (Exodus 3:14: “I AM WHO I AM”; 1 John 1:5: “God is light; in him there is no darkness at all”). “Absence” names our failure to participate—a turning away, a defect, a shadow where light should be.

The Field Structure

The reality in which we exist can be understood as a field—a domain of information, participation, and potential. God is omnipresent within this field (Psalm 139:7-10: “Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?”), yet “nearness” and “distance” describe not spatial location but degrees of participation. To be near God is to participate deeply in His life, love, and truth; to be far is to withdraw into privation.

The field contains all information, which can be categorized as:

Righteous Information (reflecting God’s nature and presence):

· Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control (Galatians 5:22-23) · Truth, beauty, justice, mercy, wisdom, courage · Order, harmony, integration, flourishing Unrighteous Information (reflecting privations—absences of the good): · Envy, jealousy, hatred, resentment, lust, pride, sloth, greed, wrath (Galatians 5:19-21) · Lies, ugliness, injustice, cruelty, foolishness, cowardice · Disorder, chaos, fragmentation, decay Critical Distinction: Information itself is morally neutral until ordered by will. The same data can be recognized rightly (leading to righteous intent and action) or twisted (leading to misalignment and sin). For example: · Awareness of one’s own giftedness can lead to gratitude (righteous ordering) or pride (unrighteous ordering) · Knowledge of another’s suffering can prompt compassion (righteous) or contempt (unrighteous) This structure enables genuine free will: Agents encounter blended information and must choose how to order, recognize, and respond. There is no deterministic channeling; the field presents possibilities, and the will selects. Key Principle: The Parasitic Nature of Absence Presence does not need absence. God’s goodness is complete in itself; He lacks nothing (Psalm 50:10-12). Light does not require darkness to be light; love does not require hatred to be love. God creates out of the overflow of His goodness, not from necessity or incompleteness. Absence is parasitic on presence. Evil can only exist where good has been; privation presupposes the prior reality of what is now lacking. Shadows require light to block; blindness requires the potential for sight; sin requires a good will that has failed to maintain right order. This means: · Evil has no independent existence; it is always a defection from the good · Evil has no creative power; it can only corrupt, twist, or negate what is already there · Evil is ultimately self-defeating; it consumes the good on which it depends, tending toward non-being



ETHICAL FOUNDATIONS: HYBRID FRAMEWORK

Two Frameworks, One Truth:

Ethical theories often divide into two camps: deontological (duty-based, concerned with intrinsic rightness/wrongness of acts) and consequentialist (outcome-based, concerned with maximizing good results). This theory employs a hybrid that honors both insights without contradiction. Deontological Duties (Rooted in Divine Nature): Certain acts are intrinsically right or wrong regardless of consequences, grounded in God’s unchanging nature (see Section 20 for Euthyphro response). For example: · Lying is wrong because God is truth (John 14:6; Numbers 23:19: “God is not a man, that he should lie”) · Murder is wrong because humans bear God’s image (Genesis 9:6: “Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall their blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made mankind”) · Love is commanded not as mere strategy but as reflection of who God is (1 John 4:8: “God is love”)

These duties are non-negotiable; no outcome justifies their violation. The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17) function this way—not as arbitrary rules but as expressions of the moral order inherent in God’s character.

Humans have duties to: · God: Worship, obedience, trust (Matthew 22:37: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind”) · Others: Justice, mercy, truthfulness (Matthew 22:39: “Love your neighbor as yourself”) · Self: Stewardship of body, soul, gifts (1 Corinthians 6:19-20: “Your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit”) · Creation: Care for the​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

earth and its creatures (Genesis 1:28; 2:15) Consequentialist Global Goods: At the cosmic level, God’s overall plan aims at maximum redemption and perfected participation for all who freely consent (Romans 8:28: “In all things God works for the good of those who love him”; Revelation 21:1-5: New creation, no more tears). This involves: · Permitting temporary privations (suffering, risk, natural evils) for the sake of pilgrimage goods that can only emerge under those conditions (faith, courage, mercy, growth through adversity; see Section 7) · Allowing defectible freedom so that love can be genuinely chosen rather than coerced (see Section 3) · Structuring creation so that total outcome justifies the structure, even if individual episodes are tragic Key Distinction: Consequentialism applies to God’s design of the overall system, not to individual human acts. We are not permitted to “do evil that good may come” (Romans 3:8)—that would violate deontological duties. But God, as Creator, can permit a world-structure where global goods (consented love, pilgrimage formation, justice, separation of wheat from chaff) outweigh the temporary presence of privations. Integration: Deontological at the individual level: Each person must fulfill moral duties through obedience (love God, love neighbor, steward creation) · Consequentialist at the cosmic level: God’s overall plan permits suffering for global goods (redemption, freedom, pilgrimage)

Christ’s Atonement Satisfies Both: The Cross is the ultimate demonstration of this hybrid ethic: Deontological: Christ fulfills the moral obligation that humanity failed to meet: · Justice demands payment for sin (Romans 3:25-26: “God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement... to demonstrate his righteousness”) · Christ, as perfect image of God, bears the consequence (death) that we deserved (2 Corinthians 5:21: “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us”) · This is substitutionary atonement—a duty fulfilled, a debt paid, a legal requirement satisfied Consequentialist: The Cross achieves maximum good: · Redemption for all who believe (John 3:16: “Whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life”) · Victory over demonic powers (Colossians 2:15: “He disarmed the powers and authorities, triumphing over them by the cross”) · Model for suffering’s redemptive potential (1 Peter 2:21: “Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example”) · Defeat of death itself (1 Corinthians 15:54-57: “Death has been swallowed up in victory”) Marilyn McCord Adams on Horrendous Evils: Philosopher Marilyn McCord Adams argues that horrendous evils—suffering so severe it seems to ruin a life—can be defeated (not merely balanced or offset) through God’s participation in the sufferer’s experience. The Incarnation means God does not stand aloof from human agony; He enters into it (Philippians 2:5-8: Christ took human form, became obedient to death). This satisfies deontological duty: God owes His creatures care and presence, which He provides supremely in Christ. It also achieves consequentialist outcome: The sufferer’s union with Christ (in suffering and resurrection) produces a good so profound that it overmatches the evil, transforming it from meaningless ruin into redemptive participation (see Section 17). This theory integrates Adams’s insight: Christ’s suffering models the redemptive transformation possible for all suffering (Section 10), fulfilling both the moral obligation (duty to sufferers) and the ultimate good (their personal defeat of evil through union with Him).



	AGENTS AND MORAL ARCHITECTURE


Human Constitution: The Five Higher Mental Faculties

Humans are not mere passive receivers of information; we are processors endowed with capacities that enable moral agency. Drawing on classical and modern psychology, we identify five higher mental faculties (Proverbs 2:6: “The Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding”):


	1. **Intellect** – The capacity to analyze, categorize, abstract, and reason logically. Intellect examines information systematically, asking “What is this? How does it work? What follows from it?”

	1. **Intuition** – Direct knowing or spiritual perception; the ability to grasp truth immediately without step-by-step reasoning. Intuition is the “sixth sense” that discerns rightness or wrongness, often described as the “still, small voice” (1 Kings 19:12) or the witness of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:16: “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children”).

	1. **Imagination** – The power to envision possibilities, futures, alternatives. Imagination enables creativity, empathy (imagining another’s experience), and hope (envisioning redemption). It is also the faculty by which we can be deceived (envisioning false goods).

	1. **Willpower** – The executive function; the capacity to commit, decide, and execute. Willpower is the **moral fulcrum**—the point where information and feelings converge into choice. It is the “I will” or “I will not” that determines action.

	1. **Memory** – The storage and retrieval of past information, patterns, and experiences. Memory shapes identity (“I am the one who did/experienced X”) and reinforces cycles (righteous loops build wisdom; unrighteous loops harden disorder; see Section 8).



These faculties work in concert, not isolation. A healthy moral agent uses intellect to analyze, intuition to discern, imagination to envision outcomes, willpower to commit, and memory to learn from experience.

The Processing Sequence: From Information to Action

Moral life unfolds through a sequence that can be mapped with precision:

FIELD INFORMATION → Recognition/Ordering (via faculties) →

Feelings ↔ Thoughts (interweave continuously) →

INTENT (moral fulcrum) → Action → Consequence →

New Information (feedback) → Realignment or Reinforcement

Step-by-Step:


	1. **Field Information Enters**: The agent encounters data—Scripture, counsel, circumstance, temptation, opportunity, suffering, beauty, etc.

	1. **Recognition and Ordering**: Using the five faculties, the agent **interprets** the information. Is this threat or gift? Truth or lie? Righteous or unrighteous? This ordering is where error can first occur—twisted recognition leads to twisted intent.

	1. **Feelings and Thoughts Interweave**: Emotions arise (fear, joy, anger, desire) and thoughts proliferate (“If I do X, then Y will happen”). These are not yet moral; they are **pre-intentional** responses. The person who feels anger is not yet sinning; sin occurs when anger is **misused** (e.g., toward vengeance rather than justice; Ephesians 4:26: “In your anger do not sin”).

	1. **Intent Forms (The Moral Fulcrum)**: This is the **decisive moment**. The will **consents** to a direction: “I intend to do X because Y.” At this point, **moral responsibility** is established (James 1:14-15: “Each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin”). 	
Action Follows: The body executes the will’s decision. This is the outward manifestation, but the moral weight has already been determined at intent.


	
Consequence Unfolds: Actions produce results—joy or sorrow, fruit or decay, wisdom or folly. These consequences are real and lawful (Galatians 6:7: “A man reaps what he sows”).


	
New Information Feeds Back: Consequences become new data entering the field. The agent must now process this feedback—does it confirm or challenge the original ordering? This begins the loop anew.






Two Feedback Loops

Primary Loop (Field Cycle):

Information → Recognition/Ordering → Feelings/Thoughts → Intent →

Action → Consequence → New Information → [Realignment or Reinforcement]

· Righteous Loops: When information is ordered rightly, intent aligns with God’s nature, actions produce good fruit (Galatians 5:22-23), and consequences build wisdom—the ability to predict aligned outcomes. The agent becomes a conduit for grace (Proverbs 4:18: “The path of the righteous is like the morning sun, shining ever brighter till the full light of day”). · Unrighteous Loops: When information is twisted, intent misaligns, actions produce bitter fruit (Galatians 5:19-21), and consequences reinforce disorder. Memory stores these patterns, making future misrecognition more likely. This is the “stairway to hell” (Proverbs 4:19: “The way of the wicked is like deep darkness; they do not know what makes them stumble”)—a compound descent into privation.

Secondary Loop (Internal Resonance):

Feelings ↔ Thoughts (continuous interweaving) → Memory → Reinforcement

· Feelings generate thoughts (“I feel anxious; maybe something is wrong”); thoughts generate feelings (“If I think about the danger, I become afraid”). · Over time, patterns solidify: A person prone to anxiety develops thought-loops that perpetuate it; a person cultivating gratitude develops thought-loops that generate peace. · Memory feeds these loops: Recalling past suffering can either breed bitterness (unrighteous) or resilience (righteous), depending on how the memory is ordered.

The Moral Fulcrum: Intent as Decisive

Critical Insight: Moral responsibility occurs at consent of the will—the moment of intent—not merely at the outward act.

· Jesus’s Teaching: Matthew 5:27-28: “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” The intent (lust consented to) is the sin, even if no physical act follows. · Why Intent Matters: Because this is where the agent freely chooses alignment or misalignment. Feelings arise involuntarily (not sinful); thoughts suggest possibilities (not yet sinful); but consenting intent is where the will commits to a direction. · Practical Implication: A person can interrupt the sequence before intent solidifies—by redirecting thoughts, renouncing lies, invoking truth. This is the heart of spiritual warfare (see Section 15: Renounce & Replace).



	THE TWO STAGES OF FREEDOM


Freedom Is Not Monolithic

Scripture and experience reveal that freedom exists in (at least) two qualitatively different modes: defectible freedom (capable of sin) and perfected freedom (incapable of sin but not less free). Understanding this distinction resolves many theological puzzles about heaven, hell, and the nature of human agency.

State Comparison Table



	State

	Knowledge of God

	Will’s Status

	Can Sin?

	Participation Level




	Defectible (Pilgrimage)

	Faith/reason (not sight)

	Capable of misordering loves

	Yes

	Partial; growth under risk




	Pre-Vision Angels

	High knowledge (no sight of beatific vision)

	Defectible during probation

	Yes

	Sufficient for free choice




	Perfected (Beatific)

	Vision (“face to face”; 1 Cor 13:12)

	Confirmed in charity

	No

	Full; freedom of excellence




	Hell

	Awareness without union

	Fixed aversion

	N/A

	Self-chosen privation





Defectible Freedom (The Pilgrimage State)

Current Human Condition:

We know God truly but not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7: “For we walk by faith, not by sight”; 1 Corinthians 13:12: “For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror”). This means:

· We have sufficient revelation (general revelation in creation [Romans 1:19-20], special revelation in Scripture, internal witness of the Spirit [Romans 8:16]) · But we lack beatific vision—direct, unmediated experience of God’s essence · This creates epistemic distance: enough light for the willing, enough shadow for freedom (Isaiah 45:15: “Truly you are a God who has been hiding himself”)

Wills Can Misorder Loves:

Because we do not see God directly, we can misorder our loves—preferring lesser goods (wealth, pleasure, power, approval) over the Greatest Good (God Himself). Augustine called this the fundamental structure of sin: amor sui (love of self) displacing amor Dei (love of God).

Examples:

· Choosing career success (good in itself) over integrity (greater good) = misalignment · Choosing comfort (good) over obedience to sacrificial call (greater good) = privation · Choosing revenge (satisfying but disordered) over forgiveness (righteous but costly) = sin

Privations Become Possible but Never Necessary:

In this state, evil is possible (we have real freedom to defect) but not necessary (God provides grace, truth, and empowerment to choose rightly). This is the condition required for consented love:

· Love that cannot be refused is not love but compulsion · For love to be real, rejection must be a live option · God maintains this delicate balance: enough clarity to respond, enough freedom to refuse

This Is the Arena for Pilgrimage:

Deuteronomy 30:19: “I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live.” The pilgrimage is the journey of learning to choose rightly through cycles of failure, grace, repentance, and growth (see Sections 7-8).

Perfected Freedom (The Beatific State)

Direct Vision of God:

In heaven, the “veil” is removed (2 Corinthians 3:16-18). Believers see God face to face (1 John 3:2: “We shall see him as he is”). This vision is not mere intellectual knowledge but experiential union—participation so complete that ambiguity about the Good vanishes.

Will Confirmed in Charity:
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