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      Welcome to Mistletoe Wishes: a sweet collection of novellas sure to make you feel warm and cozy this holiday season.

      All the sweet Hallmarky feels wrapped up in a cozy small-town romance.  Snuggle in by the fire and enjoy these wholesome romances filled with hope and cheer.

      This magical Christmas Eve changes everything for two best friends in this small-town clean romance.  

      If only she could see herself the way he saw her.  She was everything.  - Tom

      Did his eyes always sparkle like that?  - Melanie
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        [image: ]
      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Contents

          

        

      

    

    
    
      
        Chapter 1

      

      
        Chapter 2

      

      
        Chapter 3

      

      
        Chapter 4

      

    

    
      
        Clayton Avenue Christmas

      

      
        Merry Mistletoe

      

      
        Note from the Author

      

      
        Holiday Romance

      

      
        Sweet Summer Landings

      

      
        Acknowledgments

      

      
        About the Author

      

    

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            
Chapter One


          

        

        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

      

    

    
      Tom watched Melanie from his spot in line for hot chocolate. Her smile was brighter than all the holiday lights.   He shook his head back and forth. He needed to figure out a way to tell her, but how?   His palms felt sweaty even though it was freezing out. Why was he so nervous?  Time was running out and he knew it.

      

      Melanie pull her pink wool hat over her ears and yanked her matching pink scarf up to meet it. Her blonde hair, barely visible under all the wool shimmered in the light. It was so cold she tried to will herself not to shiver. Still, she looked cute, at least, in her new white puffer coat and pink accessories. He knew that she could not wait to get her gloved hands around a cup of Elva’s famous hot chocolate.

      

      The line was moving slowly as everyone chatted and greeted one another.  That was a good thing, he reminded himself.  The more people, the more donations.  He could be patient.  Tom laughed to himself, shaking his head. If there was anything he was good at, it was being patient.

      

      Tom Reynolds has been in love with his best friend, Melanie Zander since they were children.  Growing up next to one another in the Landings, they were the best of friends.  Even after all these years her beauty still doesn’t compare to anyone else.  Still neighbors and still friends, he’s waited on the sidelines hoping she would see him as more than that for all these years.  There were a few times he was sure she was coming around.  A couple of glances he caught from her made it feel so close.  But she was always holding back, and he knew why.

      

      “Earth to Tom,” he heard snapping him back to reality. Elva, smiled at the love struck man standing in front of her.  There were whispers about her matchmaking abilities around town, though she never owned up to it, officially. She had a reputation for helping couples find one another and so far, her track record was outstanding.  When she wasn’t fixing up couples, Elva was running the only restaurant in town.  Gandolf’s named for her father was a favorite in the Landings.  She hosted birthdays, weddings and all the important points in between.  Elva was always there.

      “Oh, I’m sorry, Elva. I was lost in thought, I guess. Two hot chocolates, please.” He pulled out his wallet ready to make his donation.

      “I think I know who you were lost in.” She giggled, her short silver hair nodding toward Melanie standing in the distance. “She is such an amazing girl, isn’t she? It’s so nice to see you two spending so much time together.”

      Tom smiled, “she is amazing,” he agreed.

      “So,” she continued pouring piping hot drinks in two cups on the counter of her cart, “are you planning anything special for tonight?"

      Tom shook his head back and forth not knowing how to answer her. He couldn’t let anyone in on his plans, not even Elva.

      Tom folded a fifty-dollar bill in half and slid it into the Christmas collection box that was on the counter of the cart. “I guess we will have to wait and see,” he winked at her.

      

      Every single year Elva worked on Christmas Eve, offering her hot chocolate for donation only to help a family in their community. This year’s collection was going to a family whose father was diagnosed two years ago with bone cancer. Unable to work, the family struggled to pay bills, let alone have Christmas. The sign next to the jar read: Give what you can. Have a blessed holiday!

      

      “Thank you for your generosity.” Elva smiled at him. “Merry Christmas, Tom.”

      “Merry Christmas, Elva,” he gave her another wink.  Turning around he set the cups down at a nearby box to put his wallet away. Laughing to himself, he couldn’t believe she asked if he had something planned. It was like she could read his mind.

      Of course, Tom put little stock in the old stories he was told as a boy. The entire idea of Christmas magic and all of that. Still, it seemed like a magical time of year, regardless of age.

      The old story went that if a couple kissed as the Christmas lights came on, the magic of the holiday would do its work and the couple were meant to be together forever. It sounded ridiculous now as an adult, but as a kid, they just knew it was true. Yet, here he was on Christmas Eve, wanting nothing more than to kiss Melanie. He would take all the help he could get, even if it was magic. He shook his head to clear his thoughts.

      Glancing over at Melanie again, he took a deep breath. So kindhearted and sweet, she took his breath away.  To be friends for so long and pretend that he wanted nothing else was so hard, especially now that they spent so much time together.

      

      Tonight was definitely the night.

      

      It had to be.

      

      Then trouble walked in.

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        * * *

      

      “Well, look at you. Our little snow queen?” Melanie heard a voice from the past poking fun of her large white coat.

      Wow, I definitely did not expect to see him tonight, she sighed readying herself to turn around.  “Jake,” she said as she flashed a smile. She pulled her scarf down to show her smile. “Hi! I didn’t know you were coming home.”

      

      Jake Turner. The one that got away. Look at him in his canvas jacket and maroon baseball cap.  He always looks so cool, trendy even.  His coat was open as if it wasn’t cold at all. Meanwhile Melanie was all bundled up and still shivering.

      Jake was the captain of the football team and an all around it guy. He was the one that everyone wanted to be friends with or date. Girls threw themselves at him whenever he was out. Melanie knew there were a lot of girls. She heard all the whispers behind her back. Even so, she liked to think that Jake’s heart was all hers, even if it wasn’t always true. She always hoped he would realize that they were meant to be.  Maybe that is why he came home?

      

      “Are you competing in a winter coat pageant that I didn’t know about?” His green eyes sparkled while he teased her. “If so, I want an invite.”

      “Maybe, the coldest visitor of the Landings Tree Lighting?” Melanie giggled.

      She never knew what to expect with Jake, so seeing him tonight was nothing new.

      When Jake moved out of the Landings she held out hope for an invitation to leave with him.  After years of on and off dating.  A lot of will they or won’t they end up together, she got her answer when he left, alone.

      Thank goodness for her best friend Tom.  He spent countless hours listening to her wrestle with all of the why aren’t I good enough comments and questions.  Sweet Tom being so adorable, always assured her that she was more than good enough.  Too good for Jake, actually.

      Just like his father and grandfather before him, Jake wanted nothing more than work on the water.  In true Jake style, he never did anything small.  And the little Landings were definitely too tiny for his liking.  He moved up the coast to work on a big fishing rig a few years ago and never looked back.  It didn’t take long before the blue collar way of life took its toll and Jake found himself looking for something more glamorous.

      

      “So, how are you, Jake?” She asked, searching his eyes to see if there was anything left for them.

      Without answering, Jake took a few steps closer to Melanie and wrapped his arms around her for a hug.   She beamed as she hugged him tightly in return her big coat crunched and crinkled between them.

      He was probably just being polite, but she didn’t want to let him go.  For those brief few minutes memories flooded her mind. Football games, long drives, bonfires on the beach.  Maybe they really weren’t over?

      Jake pulled her scarf up over her ears so it met her hat. “I don’t think you could get anymore bundled.” He laughed and tapped her nose with his gloved finger. Melanie loved when he did that to her nose. It used to make her feel special. But now it felt more condescending than anything else.

      Still she felt herself getting lost in his eyes almost immediately. It was so nice to see him again. She hoped he was staying through the holidays.  She was sure his mom would be happy to see him.
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