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Act I













"Some threats do not come from the future or the past, but from the quiet moment when humanity first decided it deserved dominion over the stars."














  
  
The Seed




Somewhere out of time, a place with no light, no dark, no sense and no sound. A voice whispers. 

“You cannot see us. You don’t know we exist. But we are watching you, waiting for you, touching your past and future, gently and inexorably. It was we who planted the seed and watched it grow… and we can easily weed out that which displeases us.”








  
  
23rd Century Earth




“Down one,” Maxwell Bahn said, skipping through the screens as he searched for an overview of his work notes. 

From his first days at the University of Mare Cognitum on Luna, Bahn had tried to record every thought he had, just in case something, anything, proved worth remembering. The result was screens of scribbles, half-formed ideas, and what he privately referred to as his nonsense period. Now he was in his last days at the university, and he had to find a vocation in life that would take him forward and make him useful.

He stopped at one entry.

Time manipulation is dangerous, not a toy. The universe punishes arrogance.

“What is this rubbish?” Bahn muttered.

He leaned back in his chair, rubbing his eyes.

I must find something I can use. Something to work on. I must create.

His thoughts drifted away as he told the computer to enter stand-by mode.

“What was the point of all that education if I can’t be useful to society?”

He tapped a finger on the desktop in his university study.

Two weeks and I’m out of here. I need to find a government-funded project…

The thought faded before it could settle.

“Computer.”

“On,” came the gruff male voice, sounding faintly irritated at being disturbed.

“Review all my notes and, at random, select a subject. Then scan all government-funded projects throughout the Terran system and match it to a project with allocated funds but no active research programme.”

It was a wild guess. A pot-shot. Probably a waste of time. But Bahn was tired of staring at the same dead ends and knew he needed help, even if it came from a machine.

The computer chimed and the screen lit up.

The heading was simple enough.

Space Exploration by Android Humans

Beneath it sat a project designation.

Project Clean Sweep

And beneath that, a location.

Hygiea

“Where is Hygiea, computer?”

“The asteroid belt.”

The computer continued.

“Hygiea is a Type-C carbonaceous planetoid with a rich subsurface of water ice. The research base processes the ice into drinking water, hydrogen fuel, and breathable oxygen. Hydroponics provide food for the facility’s five personnel, who operate on a four-month rotation cycle. Hygiea is considered a time capsule from the early solar system.”

Bahn stared at the screen.

“What are they doing there, computer?”

“Research.”

“Would you like to expand on that a little?”

There was a small time-lag, before the computer spoke again. “Research on longevity drugs, and medical compounds. Longevity seems to be the principal research. Hygiea, it seems has potential for new medical discoveries. But because of the harsh environment, they lack a key factor in their search.”

“Which is?”

“An android with the dexterity and mental capacity to be able to go out onto the surface and carry out experiments with no fear of compromise to the integrity of the unit.”

“Which is where I come in.”

“Your assumption is correct. Dexterity issues are moot. The requirement is for an android that can think. A positronic brain, as postulated by Isaac Asimov and created by you, though rudimentary, is what is required. As you have observed, it seems you are the perfect choice.”

The perfect choice.

Maxwell Bahn smiled.
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