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Dedication

[image: ]




To all the folks who feel like misfits, I hope this story appeals to you all. More stories will follow!

––––––––
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Summary

In a world filled with couples, regardless of gender or species, there are always a few misfits that don't quite belong. In this story, there are at least five, if not more, significant misfits that finally create their own niche, the Loner's Niche, where outgoing narcissists aren't welcomed.

The five individual stories that'll be intertwined are as follows and begin with Kiernan Prawn, and he's an exciting person indeed. Please keep reading for more details on what comes next.

Kiernan Prawn's Tale

The first story will focus on Kiernan Prawn, an individual who is non-binary and is proud of the fact. He's also a hot-tempered delinquent who'll pick a fight anytime. However, he does have a few friends he gets along with even if he doesn't see them all that often; they're involved in different schools and activities than him.

Kiernan accepts that he doesn't fit in with his group. While his birth certificate shows him as male, he sometimes goes around as a female just to cut loose and have fun.

When Kiernan roams around as "Kila," he has a freedom that doesn't come to him as Kiernan, and yet he is still just as lonely. One night, he goes to a new club recommended by a drinking buddy. While skittish because the location is in one of the worst neighborhoods, Kiernan is still tempted to go, but not as his male self. He does send messages to a few close individuals, letting them know where he went, just on the possibility of something going down. He doesn't anticipate trouble when going as Kila, a mistake Kiernan hadn't realized would land him in a fiery pit of pain.

That'll also be the actual test of friendship. Will Kiernan's friends come to aid or leave the individual to fate? That'll be answered eventually.
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Chapter 1
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There was a small grotto and waterfall that Kiernan used as his home. He'd received permission to ensure it maintained the minimum wiring and whatever else needed to meet safety standards. Kiernan always ensured that it stayed current on safety and implemented all the newest safeguards to prevent inspectors from finding reasons to chase him into the city.

If Kiernan wanted to live in the city, it would be on his terms, not the government's. So far, he hadn't found a reason to live within the polluted confines of a big city. He only went there to buy goods and groceries and the occasional pleasant meetup with a few acquaintances.

Even then, that only happened at a small hangout pad he leased monthly but only lived in a few weekends at a time unless he attended classes at a local college where he studied on and off for this or that certificate. Granted, he could go for an associate's degree. He would have to eventually get one to receive a promotion in his current job.

However, Kiernan wanted to avoid getting bogged down in minor details when he needed to know if he wanted to remain in his current career. It had flexibility, but he needed to figure out how to deal with his newest manager, who had become nitpicky and nosy about his personal life. That was a major red flag that Kiernan didn't appreciate or welcome into his business. So far, he'd managed to deflect all inquiries about his personal business. Still, Kiernan was getting fed up with the nosiness. Eventually, there would be a confrontation, that is, if his reports didn't get through the appropriate channels about the nuisance and harassing behaviors the manager exhibited.

"Hmph, that isn't why I'm here this time." Kiernan reflected. He'd gone to the office on his once-monthly visit last week. There was no reason Kiernan should have to tolerate that busybody's nose poking into his life again. At that time, some senior management had seen what happened between his manager, Alexa Shou, and how he handled her way-too-personal questions about his habits and other stuff. They definitely hadn't approved of her actions, but neither had they openly rebuked her.
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