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I wake to the sound of the bedroom door closing softly. It's my love, the man I adore, the one I call Bear, finally home.

"Hi... you're finally back? You've been gone a hundred hours."

"About sixteen, baby," he replies. He sounds exhausted.

I put on my best pout. "Oh, only sixteen. Still too long. I know it's blizzard season, but babygirls can't go without their Big Bears for that long. Honestly, it's a miracle I survived. So dark and cold, so lonely..."

"Kitty was here the whole time," he points out, motioning to the lazy grey cat at the end of the bed. He shucks off his jeans and sweater before continuing. "You could have cuddled him."

"Yes, I can cuddle the cat, but it's not the same. Kitty can't give me bear hugs. Come warm me up, Mr. Bear? With a hug, or with your tongue, I don't mind which..."

"Ohhh," he rumbles, sliding into bed under the blankets. "Babygirl, you know I always wanna keep you warm... Keep you hot, even, but..." he interrupts himself with a yawn.

I don't pout because pouting is ugly. But it's a near thing.

"It's okay. I know. I know you're tired. Your brain must be spinning, staring into the snow for so long. It's okay Daddy, you rest. I'll be here when you wake up. Maybe I'll even make you breakfast.

He chuckles, eyes sliding closed. "Yeah, that'll be the day."

"What?"

"You can't cook, baby."

I let out a huff and giggle. "I can too cook! Toast, and scrambled eggs, and... coffee. That's a great breakfast!"
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