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INTRODUCTION:
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The most comprehensive phonetic compilation of cultural information ever produced about the Lokono-Arawak Tribal Nation, of north-east Amazonia, a must-have publication for any academic, Taino or Kalinago person wanting to know more about their Arawakan ancestral heritage, and re-learn some basic practical aspects of their tangible and intangible heritage. 

After spending my entire life researching as much information as I could find from as many sources I could find, about my own Lokono-Arawak people, I realized that there are very few, less than 5 books of first hand direct source information ever published that were written in English by a Lokono-Arawak person, and 2 of those were written by me. And the others were by pro-assimilation Lokono who did not reveal half of our traditional spirituality that I have revealed here for the first time.  

One of those was about the Mythical and legendary creatures of my own Clan’s Lokono-Arawak Folklore, it was a first of its kind, but the response I got from that – was that people wanted to learn more about the other wider range of intangible and tangible cultural heritage of our people.

So I decided to finish this project – to write a general knowledge comprehensive book about the Lokono-Arawak people, that I actually started 27 years ago, however it has been a long and slow process of accumulating notes here and there, now and then, but never finding the time to compile all in one volume. This is where the COVID-19 Pandemic became a blessing in disguise, becoming unemployed and with nothing but time on my hands, finally gave me the 4 months I needed to put it all together.  

I have many Lokono friends who have passed through the scorching fire of Colonialism and its heir – Neo-Colonialism, and much of the information contained in this book – they are themselves unaware of, because what was not beaten out of their grandparents and parents in Colonial era Eurocentric schools, was preached out of them via the other fist of European colonialism called ‘Religion’....where the so-called ‘representatives’ of God on Earth – reinforce the brainwashing of indigenous peoples to make them believe that whatever the non-indigenous priest/pastor tells you is ‘Godly and true’, but whatever your Tribal Holy man tells you is ‘a lie from the Devil’. So this inter-generational trauma has left most of the Lokono alive today under 50 years old very ignorant of much of what is revealed in this book, and very much of the lingering mental slavery Colonial era brainwashed pro-assimilation thinking that only what the Europeans say or do – is ‘civilized’ and ‘progressive’....and whatever the pro-traditionalists like me say or do – is ‘uncivilized’ and ‘backward’. So this book is designed to become a tool to ignite a spark in their hearts and souls, to not just claim to be ‘proud indigenous’ with empty words put on show once a year at Heritage month time (September in Guyana – the precise month this book was released), but to TRULY live by those words, and begin to re-learn what it is to be a Lokono-Arawak again, and begin to forget what it is to live like an imitation European – as most of us are still doing to this day. 

I also did this to help my Taino and Kalinago relatives, because they have lost more than us from this terrible era of Eurocentric domination and forced assimilation, with not a single fluent speaker of either of their respective languages left alive today. This book can become an invaluable resource to any Taino or Kalinago who truly seeks to rediscover their ancient roots.  Lastly, this book will become an invaluable academic resource for all dedicated researchers of indigenous cultures worldwide.   

Lastly, special thanks and praises to the following 4 fluent speaking Lokono people, who helped to make this book possible via contributions of their information, the late great artist & Anthropologist George Simon, Chief Leyland Clenkian, uncle Dunstan Andrews, and my father-in-law Joseph Simon. 
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SECTION 1 – Historical origins and background of the Eagle Clan Lokono of Guyana.
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In the mythical/legendary origins of the BARIRIA KOROBAHADO LOKONO (Eagle Clan Arawaks), an Amerindian baby boy was discovered in the nest of a HAUBARIRIA (Sloth/Harpy Eagle) in the Kanuku mountains of southern Guyana around the year 1592, by a returning trading party of Lokono men from the village of WAYA (Clay) near the mouth of the MALALI (Demerara) river, where the capital city of Georgetown now stands today. ‘MALALI’ means ‘fast flowing steam’...and the Dutch referred to it as ‘De Malali’, which was later abbreviated to ‘Demarary’- and finally to ‘Demerara’.  

Apart from a few minor scratches on the child, the baby was otherwise unharmed by the white down feathered baby Harpy Eagle that was in the nest with it, the baby was naked, and its cries were heard by the Lokono men who were passing below the tree that had the Eagle nest, that is why they decided to climb the tree - and how they discovered the child. It must have been a few months old because the men fed it on pre-chewed fish they caught and cooked henceforth – and for the rest of the week’s long journey home.

The men in the trading party thought the child must be special or be magically protected not to have been eaten by the Harpy Eagle that took it, nor was it attacked by the normally ravenous Eagle chick that was in the nest with it, neither did the baby fall out of the nest to a certain death far below.

When the trading party reached their home village of Waya they took the baby to the SEMECHEECHEE (Holy Man/Medicine man/shaman) of the village, and he agreed that the child must be special. And as only he had the right to name a baby, he called it WIWAKALAYMAY (Light from the stars).

Wiwakalaymay was adopted by the ARWA (Cat) Clan Hereditary Chief of Waya as his future son-in-law, as the Chief intended for him to marry his similarly aged daughter ALAAMOOLOO (Rainbow) in the future.

The boy grew up physically perfect in every way, and was hardworking, generous, and honest and brave, exhibiting all the cardinal virtues of a Lokono warrior.

It was also noticed by everyone in the village, that the boy had a gift for premonition dreams and visions, and was contacted by the spirit world often, and this marked him as one destined to become a

Semechechee one day (which he did indeed become).

When the old Cat clan chief died he passed on the Chieftaincy to his Bird Clan son-in-law Wiwakalayay, who had married his daughter Alaamooloo after her traditional 9 day long puberty rite of passage – when she was about 12 or 13 years old, with him being not much older at the time.

Early in his Chieftaincy, Wiwakalaymay had a vision of Spaniards attacking the village of Waya and killing many Lokono, so when he saw a Harpy Eagle land on a tree in the village near his home, he took it as a sign – that the Eagle should be followed south up the river to a safer place to build a new village. However, the brothers, sons and nephews of the Cat Clan Chief were resentful of the fact that Wiwakalaymay - whom they viewed as an outsider of ancestry that was unlikely to have been Lokono (as he was found in the territory of other tribes), had received the blessing to become Hereditary Chief instead of them, as it was more often passed from father to son, brother to brother, or uncle to nephew.

So they did not heed his warning, and they refused to follow him to start a new settlement.

Chief Wiwakalaymay took those who were willing to follow him, about half of the tribe, with him and migrated south along the Malali river – following the Harpy Eagle.

––––––––
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This is how the Eagle Clan came into existence, it was formerly just Bird Clan, because those who followed Chief Wiwakalaymay and started the second Chiefdom at MUNDAUKAHO (the peaceful place) became known as the Eagle Clan, and they accepted the Eagle as their protective ancestral guiding spirit. The Cat Clan village of Waya was attacked by Spaniards and many were killed – with the survivors scattering. 

In time, after Chief Wiwakalaymay’s death, several hereditary Chiefs led the Eagle Clan over the following 2 centuries, not much is remembered about them except a few of their names..such as BULTATA (Red-Headed Hawk), TORATORA (White necked Hawk), TAWATAWA (Snake eye eater Hawk), etc. but all were maternal blood relatives of the children of Wiwakalaymay, being sons, grandsons, or nephews, and all of them took the names of different Eagles as their second names as adults, and were not called by the personal names they were given by the Semecheechee at or soon after birth. 

Never again was the Chieftaincy passed to a son-in-law, as the animosity it had caused in the time of Wiwakalaymay was never forgotten....as the principal role of the Hereditary Chief is to lead by persuasion, never by coercion, so maintaining unity in the tribal circle is the first priority....as a village divided by rivalries, jealousies and envies - is a breeding ground for YARAMAYHEE (Witchcraft/Sorcery/Dark Magic). 

A third Chiefdom principal village called ‘SAKA’ by other tribes living at Great Falls (from our words ‘ TOH ISAUKA’ meaning ‘the Chiefdom’) was made further south on the Malali river before 1850, because soon thereafter a force of KALIBISHIE (Caribs) under the leadership of the war Chief Irai-I made war on us there, but the Palisades held, and only a few of our people were captured, and they were sacrificed in a cave nearby on a stone slab, and the roof of the cave resembles an upturned palm of the hand...it can still be found by the hunters that know the area. The author visited this site himself in 1997.

By this time our Hereditary Chief was a young AMOROTAHAY HAUBAREEREEYA (Flying Harpy Eagle), and he married the daughter of a Makushi Chief to form an alliance with his new extended family, and was able to get their help in joining our Lokono warriors, and Akawaio warriors (from his uncle Bultata/Red Headed Hawk’s previous marriage with the daughter of an Akawaio Chief), to form a 3 tribe alliance that defeated the Kalibishie at Itanimi Falls the next year in 1851.

We were never again attacked by anyone.

However, European Missionaries were reaching ever closer to Mundaukaho, and by 1860 had reached there and it had been abandoned by our Lokono, and turned into a logging station for the outsiders peopled by workers from other tribes from further in the interior such as Akawaio, Makushi, Patamona and Arekuna. It was here in our once sacred 2nd village of Mundaukaho that one of those Makushi men called Pishiwong (who was himself from the Kanuku mountains where our Clan founder and first Chief – Wiwakalaymay was found in 1592...and Pishiwong had a sacred vision there, he first began converting his fellow workers to his new religion - later called ‘Alleluia’ that blended Christianity with traditional animist spirituality. It was the Amazonian equivalent that predated the ‘Ghost Dance’ of 1889-1891 on the Great Plains of North America created by Wavoka the Paite, for Alleluia also preached that only native believer in it will be saved by God, not the other races of men. 
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