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      This book, Practical Spiritual Warfare Through Prayer is the seventh, in the Prayer Power Series. The books in this series that have already been written are:

      
        	The Way Of Victorious Praying

        	The Ministry Of Fasting

        	The Art Of Intercession

        	The Practice Of Intercession

        	Praying With Power

        	Practical Spiritual Warfare Through Prayer

        	Moving God Through Prayer

        	The Ministry Of Praise And Thanksgiving

        	Waiting On The Lord In Prayer

        	The Ministry Of Supplication

        	Life-Changing Thoughts On Prayer, Volume 1

        	The Centrality Of Prayer

        	Spiritual Aggressiveness

        	Life-Changing Thoughts On Prayer, Volume 2

        	Prayer and Spiritual Intimacy

        	Life-Changing Thoughts on Prayer Volume 3

        	The Art of Worship

      

      The first six books have been published in hard cover by Vantage Press, 516 West 34th Street, New York 10001, U.S.A. The seventh book in the series is in your hands. May the Lord bless you abundantly as you read it, and may He lead you into deeper longings and pursuits of Him ! May He open the eyes of your spirit to see what spiritual warfare is and the critical role of prayer in spiritual conflict ! May He lead you into a life that prays without ceasing, and may He enable you to put the devil’s plans and purposes to naught !

      If you have been blessed through the reading of this book, you may want to read the preceding ones and perhaps help someone else to read them. Won’t you do so? God bless you abundantly!

      
        
        Yaounde, 28th April, 1990.

      

      

      
        
        Zacharias TANEE FOMUM,

        P.O. Box 6090,

        Yaounde - Cameroon.
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            Introduction

          

        

      

    

    
      There is a war in progress. This war is between the God of heaven and the devil, who is the prince of this world. Every believer is born in conflict; for the devil would love to have every human being lost, if he could. Every believer is also born into conflict. Every thought, word or action of his either advances the Kingdom of God or that of Satan. No thought, word or action is neutral. Second by second, minute by minute, and hour by hour, each person is contributing by all that he does to advance one of the two kingdoms.

      Satan wants to do all the harm that he can. He will attack all that he can attack; and when he attacks, he will destroy all that he can. The believer therefore needs to be alert, defend his territory and fight back the devil. He must do this, or suffer heavily; for the devil is on the offensive.

      However, the believer does not need to worry and despair. He should confront the Enemy. He should confront the Enemy, not from a position of fear, but from one of victory. We know from the Word that the One who is in us is greater than the one who is in the world. Leonard Ravenhill aptly expresses this when he says,

      “When Satan fell he drew a third of the heavenly host with him. Therefore opposing the Christian are the world, the flesh, and the devil, plus one-third of what was the heavenly host. For the Christian are the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, two-thirds of the heavenly host, plus the prayers of many friends and the boundless promises of the unchangeable and indestructible Word of the living God. The balance of power is greatly on the side of the saint. May we so arise from our juvenile Christianity that, armed with the panoply of God and plundering the devil’s area, his satanic majesty will have to say, ”Jesus I know, Paul I know, and Christians today are scaring me by discovering a lost secret of the early church - prayer, faith and blood-covered boldness.”1

      Although the balance is on the side of the saint, the passive saint will soon discover that God will answer his prayers, but will not pray in his place. All saints must rise and wage war against the Enemy, and fight right into the kingdom of darkness. They must not only fight defensive warfare. They must attack the Enemy and, if possible, carry the warfare right into hell.

      l have been under very severe attack from Satan in the course of writing this book. It has been as if all of hell would not let me write the book. I have come close to dying as I was labouring to finish the book. My wife and children have been under attack throughout. It is only due to the grace of God and the application of the things written in this book that we have been able to come to this point in the writing. As you read, take cover under the blood of the Lamb.

      There are areas of spiritual warfare that have deliberately not been touched. The reason for this is either because they have been treated in our books, “Deliverance From Demons”, and “The Way Of Spiritual Warfare”, or because they will be treated in the series, “The Overthrow Of Principalities And Powers”

      We send this book out with prayer that God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be glad to use it to bless some of His children. To Him be all the honour and glory !

      Amen.

    

    
      
      

      
1 Sodom had no Bible, pp 119 - 120, Bethany Fellowship, Minneapolis
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            Some Thoughts on Prayer

          

        

      

    

    
      
        	Prayer is dynamite.

        	There is no weapon formed against prayer that can neutralize it.

        	Some things can delay answers to prayer, but nothing can stop the full purpose of God.

        	The one never-failing rescue operation is prayer.

        	Because the devil wants to attack every person God has created, and because he will attack wherever he does not see a hedge built to protect the person, a hedge must be built in prayer around every person.

        	Because the devil’s fiercest attacks are carried out against spiritual leaders, a hedge must be built around every spiritual leader.

        	Because the devil wants to attack every project that has its origin in God, a hedge must be built in prayer around every God-given project.

        	Because the devil may attack at any moment, and because a hedge must be built in prayer before he attacks, every time is prayer time.

        	Because the devil may attack at any time, and because he must be attacked before he attacks; because the most potent weapon against him is the weapon of prayer, those who will win must pray at all times.

        	The devil is prepared to attack at any place - in a car, in bed, in the bathroom, in the office, and just everywhere else. He is prepared to attack while one is eating, drinking, running, and at every place. This being so, those who would resist him must make every place a place of prayer.

        	Every new victory into which a believer enters must be protected in prayer. If it is not protected, the Enemy may attack it and cause it to be lost.

        	Every fresh revelation from the Lord must be protected in prayer.

        	Every plan to pray must be protected in prayer.

        	Each ground already gained in prayer must be protected in prayer. If this is not done, grounds can be gained today and lost tomorrow, and it may happen so often that a person remains at the same spiritual level, even though he is investing much time in prayer.

        	All plans to fast must be protected in prayer. If they are not protected, the Enemy may snatch them away and thus leave the one who intended to fast either too busy, too weak or too sick to fast. He may even take away the desire to fast, so that the person completely loses the motivation to fast.

        	The devil must be chased out of every holy convocation.

        	Prayer battles are the fiercest that have ever been carried out in history.

        	The Enemy knows that if the saints prayed as they should, and did almost nothing else, his kingdom would come to naught, and God’s Kingdom would be fully established.

        	The devil knows that if the saints prayed as they should, they would not follow up their praying by doing nothing. They would follow up their praying by doing all else that they have been commanded to do in the way that the Lord wants it done.

        	Prayer causes the covetousness that is in the world to loose its grip on a man’s heart.

        	Prayer takes away the false attractiveness of the world so that it is seen for what it is - a system already judged by the Son of God.

        	Prayer plants the love of God into a man’s heart, and expels the love of the world from the heart.

        	Jesus instructed, “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.” (Luke 22:46). The prudent heed His counsel.

        	Prayer makes the deceitfulness of temptation obvious to the praying soul and to the soul prayed for.

        	Those who do not pray have decided that they want to fall into temptation.

        	The devil keeps his distance from the praying saint.

        	The devil only succeeds during prayerless moments.

        	Prayer causes the conscience, communion and intuition of the believer to become fully alert.

        	Prayer causes the spirit of man to respond more spontaneously to the will of God.

        	The first thing that Jesus did on the cross was to pray.

        	The last thing that Jesus did on the cross was to pray.

        	Follow His example, and begin and end everything in prayer.

        	Amen.
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            Prayerlessness

          

        

      

    

    
      
        	Prayerless missionaries are the devil’s envoys.

        	Prayerless evangelists are the “show-men” of hell.

        	Prayerless pastors are the devil’s effective allies.

        	Prayerless teachers serve the devil’s purpose as they carry out their ministries which, indeed, soon turn to be “their ministries” instead of “His ministry” through them.

        	Prayerlessness is a greater sin than idolatry.

        	Prayerlessness is a greater sin than adultery or fornication.

        	Prayerlessness is a greater sin than covetousness.

        	Prayerlessness is a greater sin than theft.

        	Prayerlessness is a greater sin than pride.

        	Prayerlessness is a greater sin than witchcraft.

        	Prayerlessness is a greater sin than wickedness.

        	Prayerlessness is the worst sin that a believer can commit.

        	Prayerlessness is the first sin that a person commits.

        	After a person has committed the sin of prayerlessness, there is no other sin that he cannot commit.

        	The devil causes prayerless believers to commit all sorts of sins, and he uses this sin to bind them so that they may not see the gravity of their sins and repent.

        	Prayerlessness is the doorway to all sin.

        	All sins lead individually to prayerlessness.

        	The most ridiculous generals are those who have retired from the battles of prayer.

        	If you meet a prayerless believer, fear him; for there is no harm that he may not want to do to you.

        	Prayerlessness is active co-operation with Satan.

        	The easiest way to obtain rank in the devil’s army is by attacking praying saints.

        	The greatest sin that the Church has committed since she was born has been that of prayerlessness.

        	The devil ensures that prayer is left for the weakest and most ignorant saints.

        	The devil attacks the desire to pray with firmness, and wins, unless resisted.

        	The devil attacks prayer times with the heaviest and most potent weapons.

        	Every breakthrough that the Enemy has had in every life has, first of all, been by causing that life to become prayerless.

        	If the devil cannot stop people from gathering to pray, he will go to the gathering and ensure that the leader preaches, exhorts and explains new revelations instead of leading the people to pray.

        	The devil ensures that when a man matures and begins to spend time in the critical battlefield of prayer, he causes an open door for him into the fields of the world, and sends him out; so that he may do all else but pray. Thus the more critical battlefields of prayer are left for the less critical battlefields of preaching, teaching, pastoring and all else. Having thus removed the mature praying man from the place of prayer, the Enemy ensures that the preaching, teaching, and pastoring are done without being rooted in prayer, and are consequently of little or no value.

        	All prayerless evangelism results in the hardening of hearts, or in superficial repentance and spurious conversions. All these are to the devil’s credit. All prayerless evangelism is of the devil. It advances his cause, and therefore he promotes it.

        	All prayerless teaching will lead to truth that may be understood in the mind but that never captivates the heart, thus leading it to obedience.

        	It is easy to detect people who have sat under a prayerless ministry of the Word. Their heads are fat with understanding; their hearts are empty of the fear of God, and their hands, and all, are bound with disobedience.

        	Decide that you will not commit the sin of prayerlessness any more.

        	Sleep is what the devil offers to lazy men, men without a burden, who say that they are praying.

        	The man who is under the grip of a real burden cannot sleep at prayer. Such a one labours on. The burden on his heart dispels all sleep, and could dispel sleep for many days in succession.

        	Everyone who sleeps during prayer should blame himself for opting to co-operate with the wicked one.

        	The Lord warned the disciples to watch and pray, lest they enter into temptation. They did not heed His warning, and not long afterwards the chief of them denied Him thrice.

        	Watch and pray so that you too may not enter into temptation!

        	Amen.
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            What Satan Does to Hinder Some Believers From Praying

          

        

      

    

    
      During one of our weekly all-night prayer meetings (7:00 pm to 5:00 am), I asked the brethren to write down the things that cause them not to pray as they should. Below are some of the answers:

      
        	Postponement of prayer times, which results finally in no praying for most of the day.

        	Overwhelming fatigue during prayer time.

        	Lack of fixed and planned prayer times.

        	Preparation for prayer time, by writing down prayer topics without this being followed by a real desire to supplicate or intercede.

        	Bible reading preferred to praying during times set aside specifically for prayer.

        	The fear of man.

        	Inferiority complex.

        	Prayer time not included on the time table.

        	Blankness of mind during prayer.

        	Something seeming to hold one’s mouth shut and preventing one from opening it in prayer.

        	Choosing a position of ease during prayer.

        	The mind distracted by impure thoughts, particularly during times of prayer.

        	A decision to pray silently in one’s heart, instead of praying aloud, which is often immediately followed by the mind wandering to other things.

        	Sudden sickness and pains at prayer times.

        	Sleep.

        	Visits from people at the moment when one is just about to go into the prayer closet.

        	No discipline applied to think through, decide domains of prayer and then write prayer topics on the domain chosen for prayer. The consequence of this is the fact that one jumps lightly and superficially from one topic to another, and soon feels discouraged, and then stops.

        	Lack of a clear conscience before God because of sin committed and confessed, but no assurance of forgiveness received.

        	Priority issues left aside during prayer, and the time invested in praying for secondary and tertiary issues.

        	Sudden weariness, heaviness and burdens that suddenly come upon one just as the time of prayer approaches.

        	Lack of desire to pray during prayer.

        	Prayer times seem exceedingly long.

        	A desire to pray quickly and end it; so as to go on to more interesting things.

        	Wandering thoughts.

        	The constant thought in some men that prayer is for women and that they need to give themselves to something that is for men - something like preaching or teaching.

        	Impatience.

        	Loneliness.

        	Eating just before times of prayer.

        	Eating the wrong type of food and in the wrong quantities.

        	Discouragement over the fact that one has made very little progress in prayer after so many years in the Christian life.

        	Introspection that leads to discouragement.

        	Negative reaction to those who exhort one to pray aloud for others to hear during group praying.

        	Laziness.

        	Pre-occupation with secondary things that leaves no time for the critical issue of praying.

        	Physical discomfort.

        	A feeling that God is absent.

        	No rest prior to prayer time and, consequently, being too tired during prayer.

        	Much work and restless activity prior to prayer time.

        	Disharmony at home that leaves one discouraged.

        	Forgetting prayer times and remembering them after the time is long past.

        	Losing the burden to pray after a few minutes at prayer.

        	Doubting whether God is hearing one’s prayer.

        	Postponing the confession of a known sin and, consequently, lacking any boldness before God.

        	Postponing reconciliation with another and, consequently, feeling unworthy to pray.

        	Self-doubt.

        	Lack of knowledge of what to pray about.

        	Fear of asking what is outside the will of God.

        	Lack of a deep knowledge of God.

        	Self-love.

        	Unwillingness to get very close to the Lord of hosts.

      

      Many of these reasons are engineered by the devil to stop the saints from praying. Each one who is serious should ensure that he is not prevented from praying by the tricks of the Enemy.

      “Resist the Devil and he will flee from you.” (James 4:7).

      “Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking some one to devour,. Resist him, firm in your faith.” (1 Peter 5:8-9).
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            Know Your Enemy And Fight Only Him

          

        

      

    

    
      We are concerned with spiritual warfare. In order to be involved in spiritual warfare, we need to know who our Enemy is. The Bible says,

      
        
        “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we are not contending against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.” (Ephesians 6:12).

        

      

      
        
        “Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith.” 1 Peter 5:8-9).

        

      

      
        
        “Resist” the devil and he will flee from you.” (James 4:7).

        

      

      Our Enemy is the devil. He is assisted by principalities, powers, world rulers of this present darkness, spiritual hosts of wickedness, demons, and so on. The devil may use human beings, but the human being does not constitute our Enemy. We must not fight with men. We must not hate men. We must not resist men. We must reserve all our weapons against the devil. Our Enemy is not capitalism or communism or socialism. Our Enemy is the devil. He may use these things, but these things are not themselves the Enemy. He may use Catholicism, Protestantism, Pentecostalism and so forth, but our Enemy is not any of these. He may use a German, an American, or an African to accomplish any of his designs, but these people used by him do not constitute the Enemy. The Enemy is the devil.

      If our Enemy is the devil himself, then the one who will make the most progress will wage war against the devil and concentrate only on him. He will not waste his blows elsewhere. Those who, instead of fighting the devil, fight with the people he has used or is using, have unconsciously played into his hands. THE DEVIL LABOURS TO ENSURE THAT THE BELIEVERS WAGE WAR AGAINST EACH OTHER INSTEAD OF FIGHTING AGAINST HIM. IN DOING THIS, HE IS FREE TO CONTINUE TO ATTACK THE SAINTS. Let us take an example in which he causes a believer to lie against another believer. The one against whom the lie is told is informed, “So and so has been lying against you.” If he were wise, he would say, “Satan has attacked my brother and overcome him and got him to commit this dreadful sin of lying. He is in a bad state, since no liar shall inherit the Kingdom of heaven. I will revenge; I will attack the Enemy. I will pray.” He would then go into prayer and pray, saying, “Satan, in the name of Jesus, I bring your activity over my brother’s life to naught. You seduced him to lie. In the name of Jesus, I bring your seduction in his life to an end. In the name of Jesus, I release him from your clutches.” He ought to keep on praying, thus, “In the name of Jesus, I release him from the chains of Satan. My brother X, I set you free from Satan’s power. In the name of Jesus, I give you a repentant heart and in the name of Jesus, I impart to you the spirit of repentance.” He ought to continue to pray, saying, “Lord, my brother X has been attacked by the devil. He has been made to lie. His salvation is at stake; for he could die without repenting. Lord, destroy that work of Satan. Lord, cause him to repent. Lord, open his eyes to see his sin. Lord, give him the gift of repentance and cause him to see his sin, confess it, forsake it, and seek restoration to you. Lord, grant that after he has repented, he should carry out the needed restitution.” This threefold battle:

      
        	Before the Lord;

        	against the devil and

        	in favour of the person, will bring results.

      

      This is how it ought to be, but this is often not the case. Often, when a brother hears that some lie has been told about him, he forgets that the devil is around and wants to use the situation. He may cause the brother to think, “A lie has been told about me. My reputation has been damaged. I will do something about it. I will not see that brother again. I will not talk to him. I will keep away. I will expose his own weaknesses. May he not prosper! May some evil befall him so that he may know that he lied, and so on.” So negative thoughts fill his mind and he becomes increasingly bitter and gets out of tune with God. The devil has then separated two people from communion with God; for there can be no communion between the Lord and a man whose spirit is bitter, unforgiving and revengeful. The devil may play further by causing the bitter man to tell others what has been said of him, thus causing the liar to spread more lies. The result is that one may soon have a christian community under the power of death. This always happens when a believer makes another believer the Enemy and fails to see that Satan is the Enemy.

      Reserve your blows against the Enemy. He is not flesh and blood. He is invisible. All that is flesh and blood is not the Enemy. It may be used by the Enemy, but the true Enemy is invisible. Come against him in prayer. When you overthrow him in the unseen realm, you will see changes in the visible. When you overthrow him in the spirit world, you will see evidence of his overthrow in the physical.

      If a man steals, see beyond the man. See the devil who caused him to steal, and fight against him. Do not fight against your brother. He is your brother.

      The Lord loves sinners without loving their sin. You can say:

      
        
        
        “My beloved brother has committed a grievous sin. I love him. I will hate the devil who led him into this sin. I will manifest my hatred for him by never allowing myself to fall into any sin. I will fight for my brother by attacking the devil wherever I encounter him.”

      

        

      

      Take another situation of a brother who understands one doctrine differently from you. His mind may be closed to what he has not fully understood. There are three possible things to do

      
        	You can send away the brother as a heretic and hand him over to the devil.

        	You can pray for him until he sees.

        	You can minister the ministry of reconciliation to him.

      

      The first method will advance the cause of Satan. The second and third will overthrow him. Amen.

      ATTACK ONLY THE ENEMY

      If your wife is stubborn, do not hate her. Hate the Enemy who has made her stubborn. Pray for her deliverance from stubbornness. Recognize that the stubbornness is a work of Satan, and destroy it. Do not go away angrily. You will only be giving the devil more room to attack and control her. If she is disorderly, set her free from the spirit of disorder, but do not turn against her. She is not your enemy. Your Enemy is Satan, and he is just using her.

      If your husband is an alcoholic. Do not waste your time day in and day out talking to him about how corrupt he is. This will not help. Attack the one behind the alcoholism. Attack the one who seduces him to drink. When the devil’s power in his life is broken, the alcoholism will end. If, on the other hand, you attack him, insult him and angrily expose him, you will only be fighting a spiritual battle with a carnal weapon. It will not do. It is like using a cane to beat demons out of a person. You will hurt the person, but demons do not respond to beating. They respond to prayer. They respond to the authority of Christ in the believer. They respond to the authority of Christ in the believer, released through the spoken word.

      DEMONS HEAR

      Demons are spirit beings and they hear. They hear as if they had physical ears. Most of the time, they will stay until they are forced to go away. They are forced away by the presence or the word of authority of a believer. There were demons that cried out and came out of people immediately they saw Jesus. There were others that were unmoved until He told them to go out of the people, and then there were others that He had to force out; for they tried to resist.

      Demons will resist for as long as they can. Those who walk close to the Lord will reflect the power of Christ in such a way that demons will manifest themselves at the sight of them, or manifest themselves on command. Most of the time, they will manifest themselves, but not depart, until they are forced out by a word of command. Those believers who will not speak out to evil spirits, commanding them to manifest themselves and depart, will not see many people delivered.

      IT IS PART OF THE ENEMY’S TRICK TO ENSURE THAT MOST BELIEVERS DO NOT COMMAND SATAN, HIS AGENTS AND HIS ACTIVITIES, TO STOP.

      PRAYING TO THE FATHER AND DESTROYING THE ENEMY.

      The believer shall pray to the Father in the name of Jesus, asking the Father to do what only the Father can do against the devil, his plans, his strategy and his army. This is an aspect of spiritual warfare.

      The believer should also come straight away and speak to the devil, his agents or the situation created by them. Jesus asked the disciples to heal the sick. The disciples understood this and when Peter encountered the cripple at the Gate Beautiful, he did not pray. He commanded. He said,

      
        
        “I have no silver and gold, but I give you what I have; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” (Acts 3:6).

        

      

      The man walked. To Aeneas Peter said,

      
        
        “Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make your bed.” (Acts 9:34).

        

      

      He rose immediately.

      The believer should be bathed daily in prayer, but when he confronts a situation of conflict, he should then turn to the situation and speak the word of authority, instead of pleading with God.

      AUTHORITY HAS BEEN GIVEN TO THE SAINTS. GOD EXPECTS THEM TO USE IT. IN THE USE OF AUTHORITY THEY WILL INVARIABLY SPEAK OUT. LET THEM SPEAK, AND IT WILL HAPPEN.

      ALL CAN BE CLASSED AS PRAYER.

      In spiritual warfare, there is the situation in which one pleads with the Father, in Jesus’ name, to do something. There is the situation where one does not talk to the Father, but addresses the devil directly. There is also a situation where one does not talk to the Father, and does not command Satan, but addresses a situation directly. For example, the Lord Jesus spoke to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” The sea obeyed, the wind ceased and there was calm. I have asked myself whether commanding the devil and the situation are also to be classed as prayer. I have decided, that these two, in addition to direct requests to the Father, should also be classed as prayer. For one thing, often one passes swiftly from one to the other in spiritual warfare, just as one may pass from praise to thanksgiving, and then to intercession in swift succession. One may even go forward and backward from one to the other as the battle intensifies, without a studied analysis that one is going from one to the other. Suffice it to say, one is before God, one is before the devil and one is before a situation, and one is at war. What matters is that victory be achieved!

      The crucial element in all this is that man must speak out to God, to the devil and to the situation. Without this speaking out, victory cannot be obtained. The Lord spoke to the devil. The Lord spoke to the sick. The Lord commanded demons. The Lord commanded winds. The Lord commanded dead bodies. They all obeyed Him.

      THERE MAY BE A SPIRIT BEHIND EVERYTHING

      The Lord spoke to demons because they could hear, and they heard. He spoke to the sea, winds, trees, fevers, and so on. These also heard. Could it not be that He spoke to the spirits behind these things and when the spirits obeyed the objects also obeyed? Could there not be a spirit behind diseases, rebellions, greed and all the other sins? Of course, we know that the devil is the master spirit behind all these, but could it not be that he has spirits behind each thing, and when the spirit is rebuked and put out, his power over the thing is broken? If that is the case, and I think it is the case, then it makes total sense that our warfare is not against flesh and blood, not against habits and articles, not against things that have been learned or not learned. Our warfare is against spirits. Let us come against them. Let us labour until we win there. When we win there, we will see the victory manifested!

      If this is so, then for someone who is oppressed by a spirit of gluttony, mere discipline will not do. The person should be set free from the oppression by the spirit of gluttony, and then discipline applied to produce lasting results.

      The same should apply to adultery, theft, and the like. I am not saying that these are not activities of the flesh that need to be crucified. I am suggesting that evil spirits behind these things incline the believer to them and weaken the desire, either in part or in whole, to have the flesh crucified. If that is the case, then the spirit’s power needs to be broken, and then the flesh crucified for lasting victory.

      This does not mean that the believer is helplessly waiting for help. He has authority. He should set himself free from the oppression, and then deliver himself completely. He should then go out and deliver those who are oppressed or bound, who cannot deliver themselves!

      Glory be to the Lord!

      MY RESOLUTION

      
        	Satan, the Devil, Lucifer, the wicked one, the Enemy, the Accuser of the brethren, the Dragon, the Serpent, the prince of this world, the prince of the air, the father of lies, is the only Enemy that I have. I will keep all my weapons for fighting against him. I will fight only against him.

        	Everyone on Planet Earth who has truly received the Lord Jesus Christ, as his Saviour and Lord, is my brother in Christ and an heir of God, and a co-heir with me, to the throne of God. I will one day sit with every believer on the throne of God and His Christ. Every believer with me constitutes the Body of Christ. I am an inseparable part of each believer and of the Body, and each believer is an inseparable part of me and of the Body. Every sin committed by any believer is, in a sense, my sin. Any failure of any believer is, in a sense, my failure. I commit myself solemnly never to fight against any believer, regardless of his weakness or error. I will fight the Enemy who causes these errors. I will be furious against the devil, who dares use my brother or my sister in such a way. I will intercede for any brother or sister who hurts me, or who is in error. I will intercede with love, even if that one does not love me. I will not rest but pray until he is restored to the fullness of God. I will rebuke all who come to me to tell me something evil about any believer. I recognize that those who expose the sins and failures of any believer are thereby exposing my sins and failures. I will rebuke all such with love, and I will rebuke them to their face. I will say nothing negative about any believer behind his back. I belong to each believer. I belong to all believers. Each believer belongs to me. All believers belong to me. We are bound together for ever. We have one common Enemy and only one. All our weapons must be reserved for fighting against him. We shall attack him. We shall attack only him. We shall conquer him. We shall conquer only him.

        	Every unbeliever on Planet Earth is a potential saint. It may not be long before the Holy Spirit has moved and converted the potential saint into a real saint. The devil is the one hindering the potential saint from becoming a saint. He is the one causing the potential saint to do the ungodly things he does. That being the case, I will not wage any war against any unbeliever, I will wage war against the devil. I will not accuse any unbeliever, I will accuse the devil. I will not attack any unbeliever. I will not complain to man about what any unbeliever is doing. I will report the devil to the Father. I will protect all unbelievers, and I will attack the devil mercilessly. I will attack the devil violently and unceasingly, until I have plucked the unbelievers from his hands, and transferred them into the Kingdom of the Lord and His Christ. In this way, I will fight a good fight, the good fight, successfully. Glory be to the Lord!
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        “There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was blameless and upright, one who feared God, and turned away from evil. There were born to him seven sons and three daughters. He had seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she-asses, and very many servants; so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the east. His sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of each on his day; and they would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. And when the days of the feast had run their course, Job would send and sanctify them, and he would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all; for Job said, ”It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts.” Thus Job did continually.

        Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them. The Lord said to Satan, “Whence have you come?” Satan answered the Lord, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.” And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?” Then Satan answered the Lord, “Does Job fear God for nought? Hast thou not put a hedge about him and his house and all that he has, on every side? Thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.”(Job 1:1-10).

        

      

      GOD HAS BUILT A HEDGE

      The devil remarked that God had built a hedge around Job, around his household and around all that he had on every side. God has also built a hedge around every believer, around every believer’s household, and around all that each believer has on every side.

      A HEDGE AROUND THE BELIEVER

      God has built a hedge around the believer’s spirit, soul and body. He has built a hedge around the believers spiritual life. He has built a hedge around the following:

      The believer’s communion with Him,

      
        	conscience,

        	intuition,

        	prayer life,

        	Bible study life,

        	evangelism,

        	character,

        	willingness to obey the Lord,

        	spiritual service,

        	giving to the Lord,

        	worship,

        	spiritual gifts,

        	attitude to the world,

        	attitude to the Word,

        	attitude to sin,

        	attitude to self,

        	attitude to the lost,

        	attitude to those in authority,

        	and other areas of the believer’s life.

      

      The believer’s physical body and health, including his

      
        	heart,

        	lungs,

        	liver,

        	kidneys,

        	brain,

        	bones,

        	muscles,

        	nerves,

        	eyes,

        	mouth,

        	nose,

        	face,

        	hands,

        	legs,

        	skin,

        	etc.

      

      The believer’s household, including his

      
        	wife,

        	sons,

        	daughters,

        	relatives,

        	servants,

        	etc.

      

      The believer’s possessions, including his

      
        	house,

        	car,

        	job,

        	garden,

        	fridge,

        	business,

        	friends,

        	funds,

        	relationships,

        	etc.

      

      The Lord has built a hedge around the believer. He has built a hedge around his family, and He has built a hedge around all that a believer possesses. Let me assure you that the Lord has done it. He has indeed done it.

      A HEDGE ABOUT THE BELIEVER ON EVERY SIDE

      The Lord God has not only built a hedge about the believer. He has built the hedge about the believer on every side. This means that there is a hedge built by the Lord on the

      
        	left

        	right

        	front

        	back

      

      of the believer, of his household, and of all that he possesses. This hedge covers all directions, including all that could come from above or from below to attack him. There is therefore a six-dimensional hedge around the believer. The Lord has left nothing unprotected.

      WHY THE HEDGE?

      The Lord has built the hedge to protect the believer from attack by the evil one. We have already talked about the devil. He is a restless and ruthless destroyer. He will attack all that he can attack, and when he attacks, he will do all he can to inflict the maximum amount of destruction possible.

      The devil will want to attack that part of the body that is most useful to the believer. Take for example, the devil will labour to destroy the hands of a believer who writes books more than he would labour to destroy this feet. He will also labour to destroy the right hand more than he would labour to destroy the left hand. He knows that the right hand is what is most useful and most needed for the author. This would mean that the protection of the right hand of an author is indispensable.

      The Bible says

      
        
        “Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experience of suffering is required of your brotherhood throughout the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9).

        

      

      Yes, the believer’s Enemy, the devil, prowls, around seeking someone to devour. When he finds someone who is protected, he goes away. When he finds a part of the body that is protected, he also goes away. He wants to devour; and what he can devour, he will devour; and what he can attack, he will attack. The Lord has therefore built the hedge around the believer, his household and all that he has, to protect him and all his from the Enemy’s attack.

      MAN MUST BUILD A HEDGE

      We have seen the fact that God has built a hedge around the believer, around all who are his, and around all that belongs to him on every side. From God’s point of building a hedge, all has been thoroughly done. There is no loophole whatsoever. However, God has decided, in His sovereignty, to have man as His co-worker. The consequence of that decision is far-reaching. It means that because God has so condescended to co-work with man, what He does needs the co-operation of man (the believer), to be fully functional. This applies to many things. He has done what He must do, but He has not done what the believer, who is His co-worker, must do. He has built a hedge, but for the hedge to become full-proof against the devil, the believer must rise and also build the hedge. The Lord, in His sovereignty, has decided that because the believer is His co-worker, the hedge which He has built will be open to being broken by the devil, if the believer does not arise and, in his own turn, build the hedge. I want to imagine that two layers of hedge are necessary. The Lord, in His love and mercy, has built the first layer, and He patiently waits for His co-worker, the believer, to build the other layer. Unless the believer arises and, by prayer, builds the layer of hedge that he must build, the layer that the Lord alone has built will not put off the Enemy entirely. It is because believers do not build the hedge that they should build, that the Enemy succeeds and attacks them.

      The Lord Jesus expects the believer to co-operate with Him. He says,

      
        
        “Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be, having been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be, having been loosed in heaven.” (Matthew 18:18).

        

      

      We can also say, “The hedge that the believer builds around himself, around his household and around all that he has, on every side, shall put off the Enemy, God Himself having also built a hedge around the believer, around the believer’s household and around the believer’s possession, on every side.”

      It is as if the devil often comes along, and when he sees the hedge built by God, nevertheless looks for the hedge built by the believer. When he sees only the hedge built by the Lord, he nevertheless goes ahead to attack, because he has not seen the hedge that has been built by the believer. The wicked spirits answered the sons of Sceva,

      
        
        “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?” (Acts 19:15).

        

      

      It is as if they say today. “The hedge built by Jesus I see, but where is the hedge built by you?” When they do not find the hedge built by the believer, are we surprised that they attack as they did the sons of Sceva? The Bible says,

      
        
        “And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, mastered all of them, and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.” (Acts 19:16).

        

      

      There are many today who have been attacked and have had to flee naked and wounded, because they did not build the hedge around themselves. There are others whose households are in confusion because they did not build the hedge. There are yet others whose possessions have been attacked very severely, because they failed to build a hedge around these. It is folly to expect that what God does should take the place of what God and the believer should do. God has nowhere offered to take the place of the believer and do for the believer what He has commanded the believer to do. If the believer fails to co-operate with God, either through ignorance or laziness, the Enemy will gain grounds and the believer, the believer’s household, and the believer’s possession will suffer serious harm. One needs just to look around at the many believers who

      
        	backslide,

        	are caught up in false doctrine,

        	remain spiritual babies for too long,

        	practise sin,

        	never become overcomers,

      

      to see that God’s purpose and God’s superabundant grace on their behalf has not accomplished the desired goal. Do you not look at your life and in many areas see that the Enemy won battles that he ought not to have won ? Is part of the reason for this not the fact that you did not take the Lord’s command to “resist him” seriously?

      Do you perhaps look at your wife (or husband) and see the evidence of the devil’s attack, attacks, that would not have taken place had you been more observant and more attentive in building the hedge? Or is it in your children that you see the evidence of the Enemy’s penetration, because you did not build the hedge? Could it be that your sons or daughters believed in the Lord in childhood and you took that for granted, and built no hedge around them until the Enemy attacked them and sowed unbelief in their heart? You may now be praying that they should come back to the Lord, but finding that it is not easy. Indeed, it is not easy. It would have been easier for you to build a hedge of protection around their young faith in the Lord than to pray them through to restoration. There is another thing to it. Even when they are restored, they will bear the scars of the life in unbelief. Those scars would not have been there, if the hedge had been built in time. There is also the factor of lost time. Any time spent in the backslidden condition is lost time. If your son continues in unbelief for one year, then after five years in the Lord, he would have rendered only four years of service, and would possess only the maturity of someone who is four years old spiritually, instead of the maturity of someone who is five years old. This difference in maturity will affect everything that concerns your son in time and in eternity. His eternal rank will be less than it would have been, had he never backslidden. This makes the building of a hedge imperative.
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