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I get out of the cab, and my stomach flutters from nerves. It’s been a year since I last saw Adam, and I’m hoping I don’t do or say something stupid as soon as he opens the door. Why in the hell am I here again?

Oh yeah, because I just wrapped up two years at community college and haven’t decided where I want to go next. I plan to have fun during this gap year I’m taking, but I’m also using it as an opportunity to tour universities. The ones I’m most interested in are all three states from where my parents live, so my brother thought it would be perfect if I stayed with his best friend instead of spending money on a hotel. Plus, as he put it, “Adam can make sure you’re safe.” 

My brother is a bit overprotective sometimes.

The last time I saw Adam was on my 19th birthday, when he was visiting my brother for a few days. I’d met Adam when I was younger, but I couldn’t remember him. It felt like I was meeting him for the first time, and I was shocked at how attractive he was. People talk about instant lust, but I had never experienced it before that day. When I saw him, my entire body lit up and I became breathless. 

Since then, he’s been the star of my fantasies when I’m alone. I assumed I’d never see him again. The universe decided otherwise. 

As the cab pulls away, I run my hands down my sundress, smoothing out the wrinkles from the long ride. My eyes drift up to take in the large brick house before me–my home for the next few weeks. I pick up my bags and walk up the path in my wedge sandals, my heart beating faster with each step. Saving money on a hotel sounded great originally, and Adam’s house is in a convenient location. But now I’m not so sure this is a good idea. 

I really hope he’s not as attractive as I remember. Adam is 13 years older than I am, and he’s basically my dream guy. I had plenty of opportunities to fuck guys in the last year, but every time I kissed someone, all I could think about was how I wished the guy was Adam. So it’s kind of Adam’s fault I’m still a virgin.

I’ve got issues.

When I reach the door, it opens before I even knock, and there he is. Adam. Tall, broad shouldered, with a chiseled jaw sporting just the right amount of stubble. His dark hair is slightly tousled, giving him a rugged yet polished look. A crisp, white button-up shirt stretches tight across his muscular chest, the top two buttons undone to reveal a tantalizing glimpse of tanned skin.

My breath catches as his piercing hazel eyes meet mine. They’re a mesmerizing swirl of green and gold, framed by long lashes any woman would envy. Oh fuck, he’s even hotter than I remember. My heart pounds, and I can feel a flush creeping up my neck.

“Jessica,” he says, his voice deep and smooth like aged whiskey. A hint of a smile plays at the corners of his full lips. “Welcome. Come on in.”
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