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Foreword

​When I was
in the second grade, I had a great decision to make—would I be a
nurse or a schoolteacher. When I found out nurses give needles and
must clean up after sick people—admirable qualities to be sure, but
not part of my makeup, I chose teaching. There are not many people
who make their career choices in the second grade. Some of us have
had many different jobs through the years. Some of us have expanded
our areas of expertise, and some have changed careers midstream.
Many of us have fallen into the jobs we currently work, and
sometimes, we are discouraged. Does this job have any meaning, any
purpose, in light of eternity? Do I make a difference, or just a
paycheck?

God created every detail of your life and mine.
Every job, every career, every step is part of His plan. And when
we look at our work through the eyes of Creator God, it is good. As
we punch the clock, we experience His calling. As we work, we find
His purpose. As we succeed, we give Him glory. Devotions from
Everyday Jobs is an opportunity to see our work as more—to see
the callings He has placed in our lives through it, and to enjoy
those callings. I am humbled and grateful that He gave me the eyes
to see our work in this light, and has allowed me to share these
blessings with you. I look forward to this journey with you and I
am praying for you.

Enjoy your calling.


Preface

​Devotions from Everyday Jobs is the fourth book of the
Devotions from Everyday Things series. Each book
in the series is a devotional in which you will find spiritual
truths connected with ordinary things. It’s a straightforward
approach toward helping us on our journey to find deeper spiritual
truths in the work around us; a journey to open our eyes to the
calling of God in the work we do.

How to use this book: The devotions are
uncomplicated, quiet times with God. Each one contains a daily
Scripture passage, an illustration connected to a particular job, a
Thought-provoker, and a Prayer Starter. The Scripture passage
allows us to see where the connection to God’s Word is; the
illustration will help us apply the principles of Scripture to
something we can take with us throughout the day. The
Thought-provoker is an opportunity to adjust our thinking or
actions to the principles learned from the devotion; it is also a
Journal prompt if you prefer to write your thoughts. The prayer is
a conversation starter about the topic of the devotion. It is an
opportunity for us to thank God for what we are learning, and to
ask Him for the strength we need to apply new Biblical principles
to our hearts and lives. It is also a time for us to share our
burdens and pour out our hearts about personal struggles we are
facing.

You can also join me at my blog site:

www.simplydevotions.wordpress.com

You will find encouragement, updates and more
postings to help keep us all going in this adventure into deeper
spiritual truths. It’s time to be excited about being a
Christian—we can enjoy the work we do as we see the One who has
called us to it.

Thank you for joining me for this journey
through our callings in Devotions from Everyday
Jobs. I am humbled, and so excited you have chosen this
book, and I am praying for us to know God in a deeper, richer way
because of this journey. Let’s get started.
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​ The Farmer


“The hardworking farmer must be
first to partake of the crops. Consider what I say, and
may the Lord give you understanding
in all things.”

2 Timothy 2:6 NKJV

Some may think the farmer is an obvious choice
for a devotional book about everyday jobs. After all, Scripture
abounds with images of throwing seed, reaping harvests, pulling out
weeds and watching the fields. While all of those are important
aspects of his job, the farmer I am referring today is the modern
one. He doesn’t use a mule team and a sickle to harvest his
fields—he uses a hay cutter or a combine to do hundreds of acres in
a short period of time. Fields are planted in one day using modern
equipment and computer analysis is used to determine watershed,
erosion, plant production and even profits.

Modern farmers know much about fertilizers,
mineral depletion in soils, rain cycles, frost lines and bottom
lines. To limit farmers to old ideas about seeding and harvesting
is to limit the increase of their crops and the scope of their
imaginations.

We have a farmer friend who tells us that he is
always dreaming up new ways to improve farming. The principles of seeding and harvesting do not
change—you plant seed, you get plants; you harvest plants, you get
food. Farmers know this to be true, and the images of Scripture
cement the concepts that God created the laws of sowing and
harvesting. He did not, however, tell us that we had to use the
same methods they did in 2000 BC to harvest crops. And He does not
say anywhere that the methods of discipleship were set in stone
either. He didn’t limit us in the ways we can reach people—the only
limitation is that we reach them with the same message of
redemption He gave in His Word, through His Son, the day He split
history in two.

So, as we start this journey into the world of
everyday work, please do not limit yourself to old methods—labels
of certain jobs as blue- or white-collar, pay scales or salaries,
hands-on or office types. We are each called to reach others with
the same message—the good news of the Gospel—but the methods God
gives each of us to do that will be different, and they are all
good. Let’s see our work as more than just an everyday job. Let’s
see our work as God does—He’s given us each a calling. Let’s answer
that call with all the imagination and insight He can give as we
make an impact on the kingdom of God with our everyday jobs. Let’s
get started!

Thought-provoker:

What do we think about jobs? Are we allowing old
ideas to limit our reach? How can we open our minds to new methods
while staying true to the original message of the Gospel?

Father, as we start this journey through our
everyday work, help us to see You, to see the calling You have
placed on each one of our lives. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



​ The Dental
Hygienist


“Not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing
of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out
on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having been
justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope
of eternal life. This is a faithful saying, and these things I want
you to affirm constantly, that those who have believed in God
should be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and
profitable to men.”

Titus 3:5-8 NKJV

I have a friend who is a dental hygienist. She
is a fun loving, smiling individual who loves her job and is very
good at what she does. When asked what she does for a living, she
says, “I’m a scum scraper.” Not exactly a pretty picture of her
career, but accurate nonetheless. Her job requires that she scrape
the scum—the tartar and buildup—off the teeth of her clients. She
does this to help them remain healthy and have a vibrant smile.

No matter how hard I try, no matter what
products I use, I cannot get the tartar off my teeth myself. Oh, I
can use strong fluoride toothpaste, and I can rinse, gargle and
floss each day, but I cannot get the tartar off. I must go see my
friend for that, and she is glad to do it, knowing that her ability
to “scrape scum” makes my life and health better.

Jesus Christ is the scum-scraper of sin. He took
the penalty on the cross and He bore our sins so that we could be
spiritually healthy and free to smile. He gives us the joy to be
able to shine a bright light in a dark world. We cannot do it
without Him. There are many who try—they pile on the fluoride of
good works or the flossing of generosity, but those things do not
save them from the scum of sin. Only Jesus can do that.

When my hygienist friend finishes with a client,
she hands them the new toothbrush and reminds them that even though
they cannot get the scum off their teeth alone, they still should
mind good brushing and flossing habits and stay away from too much
sugar or acid in their diets. Those things have nothing to do with
removing the tartar, but they do create an environment where tartar
does not have so much influence on their health. Our passage today
reminds us that good works are not about saving us, but they are
profitable, after we have been saved, to show others the way to a
relationship with God. Jesus scrapes the scum of sin from our lives
with His forgiveness and we, in turn, show our smiles to the world
so they can see what He has done.

Thought-provoker:

Are we trying to scrape the sin scum off with
our own works or are we trusting Christ alone for our salvation?
Are we living in good works so others see the good work of God in
us?

Lord, thank You for all You did to save us
from sin. Help us to live so others see how profitable a life with
You really is. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



​ The Lawyer


“My little children, I am writing you these
things so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an
advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ the Righteous One. He Himself
is the propitiation for our sins, and not only for ours, but also
for those of the whole world.”

1 John 2:1-2 HCSB

Lawyers are in a unique position. They are asked
to step into circumstances where two parties are polarized, where
emotions can be volatile, and they are asked to represent the
facts. Whether it is a corporate negotiation or an inheritance
dispute, lawyers must advocate for their clients. They are to
publicly support their clients and their causes. For inheritance
attorneys, they must abide by the will of the person who passed
away and make sure the final wishes are carried out among family
members. If no will is present, the attorney then must research
family history, personal writings and any other information that
helps to determine who has a right to property and possessions.

For corporate lawyers, they are required to
support the causes of their clients, whether it is making sure
expansions follow the law to avoid fines and penalties, or it is
the buyout of another company and making sure assets and futures
are protected on both sides.

For an adoption lawyer, he/she supports the
parents in adding a child legally to their family and the child’s
advocate makes sure the family will love and provide for the child,
as a family should.

Our passage today says that Jesus is our
Advocate with the Father. He is our lawyer who represents the facts
and supports us. He supports us—the sinners we are, and despite the
things we have done, He supports us. When He goes before the Holy
Judge, the Father, He supports us. He brings the facts—He went to
the cross in our place and though we are thoroughly guilty, He paid
the price. His blood and His scars were for us. He put Himself in
our place so we could join Him in heavenly places (Ephesians
1).

He chooses to continue to support us and to
represent us before the heavenly court. Each time we sin, He goes
before the Father and presents His sacrifice as our fine and His
blood as our penalty. He took our place and He supports us. How
much more of a reason do we need to stop intentionally sinning? The
facts and evidence of His grace and mercy should be more than
enough to overcome temptations, but when it is not, He is our
heavenly lawyer. He supports us.

Thought-provoker:

Are we living in the facts and evidence of
Jesus’ great love and mercy or are we selfishly living in the
shadows of sin?

Father, thank You for the heavenly Advocate
we have in Jesus. Help us to live in light of the evidence of Your
great love and mercy and forsake the shadows of sin as we learn
just how much it cost You to support us. When we do sin, help us to
be quick to repent and lean into our Advocate. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.



​ The Emergency
Medical Technician


“Do not have other gods besides Me.”

Exodus 20:3 HCSB

Emergency Medical Technicians have very
important jobs. They are the first responders to medical
emergencies, and their focus must be on the most critical injury.
When they arrive on a scene, there may be cuts and bruises, but
they must see past that to the broken bones, internal injuries, or
head injuries which are much more serious, but cannot be seen
immediately. EMTs know the questions to ask to determine what
injuries are more threatening, which ones are minor and which ones
need urgent care. The EMT discovers the injuries and then he/she
passes the patient to the skilled hands of doctors who specialize
in those injuries.

In life, there are many issues that present
themselves as urgent. There are the scrapes and bruises of hurt
feelings, long lists of tasks that need to be done, or minor
interruptions to our plans; and then there are the urgent things
that are much, much deeper, but harder to see.

We put Band-Aids on the feelings, but don’t get
to the root issues that are causing them. If an EMT put a Band-Aid
on the forehead of a concussion victim that EMT would be removed
from his/her position immediately by supervisors. The EMT must have
the wisdom to know the difference between a superficial symptom and
a root cause. We would do well to learn the same.

Many times, the immediate symptoms that show up
in our hearts are not the ones that we need to treat. We have
deeper issues of idols—anything that comes between us and God—and
the Bible spells out what those things can be. As an example,
Colossians 3:5 tells us that sexual immorality, any kind of
impurity, wrong passions, evil desires and covetousness are all
heart idols. These heart issues must be dealt with strongly, deeply
and thoroughly by the work of God in our hearts.
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