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Introduction

			Joe Biden has gotten away with saying some of the zaniest things throughout his career as a politician spanning thirty-six years in the Senate and eight years as former president Barack Obama’s vice president. He also mounted unsuccessful bids for the presidency in 1988 and 2008, each time saying some of the most darndest things in political history and current events. As “Sleepy Joe” prepares to head into the general election season, he’s said a lot of things that he will have to explain on the campaign trail to voters. Some of the things he will have to explain to his voters are his racist and sexist comments, lies and flip-flops, made-up stories, awkward questions, and just plain puzzling and head-scratching moments. I’ve written this book as a curation of some of Biden’s zaniest quotes so you, the reader, can decide for yourself how to judge Biden as a candidate this 2020 election season.

			





Chapter 1

			Racial and Sexual 
Malapropisms

			Biden has a lot to answer for in his comments on race and sex throughout his lifetime. As Biden prepares to head into the general election, voters will want to know about his history, from his racist comments in the 1970s to his sexist comments more recently in the #MeToo movement.1 Biden has faced criticism over many positions in his life as a public servant and in his private life, including his handling of Anita Hill’s testimony during then-Supreme Court nominee Clarence Thomas’s nomination hearing in 1991, which will be discussed later in this book.

			Joe Biden Was Once Concerned about the Civil Rights Movement

			“During the 60’s, I was, in fact, very concerned about the civil rights movement,” he said. But at another point he said, “I was not an activist,” adding:

			I worked at an all-black swimming pool in the east side of Wilmington, Delaware. I was involved in what they were thinking, what they were feeling. But I was not out marching. I was not down in [sic] not out marching. I was not down in Selma. I was not anywhere else. I was a suburbanite kid who got a dose of exposure to what was happening to black Americans.

			“When I was 17, I participated in sit-ins to desegregate restaurants and movie houses,” he declared then. “And my stomach turned upon hearing the voices of Faubus and Wallace. My soul raged on seeing Bull Connor and his dogs.”

			The senator’s press secretary at the time, Larry Rasky, tried to clear up some of the confusion when he said that when he was younger in Wilmington, Biden “did participate in action to desegregate one restaurant and one movie theater.”2

			Joe Biden Once Used “Roaches” to Describe Black Kids

			Biden was sharing a personal story about his days in his youth working as a lifeguard at the community pool in Wilmington, where there were a lot of black kids.

			“By the way, you know, I sit on the stand, and it get[s] hot. I got a lot, I got hairy legs that, that, that, that turn blonde in the sun, and the kids used to come up and reach in the pool and rub my leg down so it was straight and then watch the hair come back up again. They’d look at it. I learned about roaches, I learned about kids jumping on my lap,” Biden said.3

			Biden’s use of the word “roaches” was used without any context when talking about his time as a lifeguard.

			Biden: Japanese Women Are Only Employed Because of “Xenophobia”

			Biden suggested that Japanese women are only employed because of “xenophobia” while out on the campaign trail in Spartanburg, South Carolina, in August 2019.4

			“Japan is in a position where traditionally women are as well-educated as men, but the tradition was, once they had a child, they were to drop out of the job market,” Biden said.

			The former vice president then claimed that Japan was only encouraging women to stay in the job market to prevent the need to import foreign workers into the country.

			“There’s an entire move, because they’re xenophobic—because they don’t want to invite other people from outside their country to come in and make up the workforce—they have fewer workers than they have a need for workers,” Biden said. “And so, what they’ve done is they’ve decided to encourage women to stay in the job market.”

			Joe Biden Once Advocated Segregation in 1975, Claiming “Black Pride”

			Biden, who is weighing a 2020 presidential bid, once advocated school segregation in the U.S. back in 1975, arguing that it benefited minority groups and allowed them to embrace “their own identity.”

			He opposed the federally mandated “busing” policy that was designed to stop school segregation. Over the past few decades, he has claimed he wanted desegregation but disagreed on the policy of busing.

			“I think the concept of busing…that we are going to integrate people so that they all have the same access and they learn to grow up with one another and all the rest, is a rejection of the whole movement of black pride,” said Biden.5 Desegregation, he argued, was “a rejection of the entire black awareness concept, where black is beautiful, black culture should be studied; and the cultural awareness of the importance of their own identity, their own individuality.”

			When Biden ran for the Senate in 1972, he supported busing white kids to inner city schools and black kids to the suburbs. But that changed once he got elected to the Senate. In 1974, Biden’s white constituents started an anti-busing lobby. White parents demanded answers from Biden to see what he was going to do to keep their kids from being reassigned to majority-black schools.

			In 1977, Biden still took an anti-busing stance, albeit with a more personal plea for “orderly integration.”

			“Unless we do something about this, my children are going to grow up in a jungle, the jungle being a racial jungle with tensions having built so high that it is going to explode at some point,” Biden said shortly after making a plea for “orderly integration.”6 “We have got to make some move on this.”

			African Americans made up 14.3 percent of Delaware’s population in 1970, U.S. Census Bureau data shows.7 White voters in the state, whom Biden depended on to be reelected in 1978, overwhelmingly opposed busing.

			It paid off for Biden, because he was overwhelmingly reelected by 16 percent of the vote in 1978.

			Later in his career, Biden said he questioned “the blacks on staff” whether he had something “in me that’s deep-seated that I don’t know.”

			And in 2008, after then-Democratic presidential candidate Barack Obama chose Biden as his running mate, Biden said, “The struggle for civil rights was the animating political element of my life.”

			Biden’s conclusion on busing was not arrived at lightly.

			“I give you my word as a Biden, I put in over 100 hours, by far—I would say close to 300 hours—on just torturing this [anti-busing concept]. Calling my staff together, and the blacks on my staff together, saying ‘Look, this is what I think. Do you think I am [racist]? Is there something in me that’s deep-seated that I don’t know?’”8

			Joe Biden Once Worked with Segregationist Senators

			Biden faced calls from fellow Democrats to apologize for his nostalgic history of working with segregationist Democratic senators in the 1970s and the 1980s.

			“I was in a caucus with James O. Eastland. He never called me ‘boy,’ he always called me ‘son,’” Biden told donors at a New York fundraiser.9

			“Well, guess what? At least there was some civility. We got things done. We didn’t agree on much of anything. We got things done. We got it finished. But today, you look at the other side and you’re the enemy. Not the opposition, the enemy. We don’t talk to each other anymore.”

			Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ) was one of those to demand an apology, but Biden refused to apologize and said that he should instead apologize to him for verbally attacking him.

			Joe Biden Once Voted to Restore U.S. Citizenship to Confederate President Jefferson Davis

			Biden voted to honor Confederate leaders now scorned by his fellow Democrats and the Black Lives Matter movement as racists and traitors who need to be expelled from history.10 He joined a unanimous Senate in voting for Robert E. Lee’s citizenship in 1975, and he voted for Jefferson Davis’s citizenship in 1977. Former president Jimmy Carter signed the latter bill granting Davis citizenship into law in 1977.

			Joe Biden Once Praised Segregationist Senators…Twice!

			In 1988, on the floor of the U.S. Senate, Biden praised segregationist Sen. John Stennis (D-MS) as a “man of character” even after the Democrat opposed Brown v. Board of Education with the Southern Manifesto.

			“And to think that I would be one day on the floor of the United States Senate, being paid such accolades by such a man of character and courage as Sen. John Stennis, is beyond any such expectation of my wildest dreams, and I mean that sincerely,” Biden said.11

			Biden has even bragged about being gifted the table that the Southern Manifesto was signed on.12

			He also paid homage more recently to a late reformed segregationist senator, the late Sen. Fritz Hollings (D-SC), at a September 2019 fundraiser.

			“Folks, I’m going to be brief because you’re standing and because old Fritz will come down from heaven and yank my neck back,” Biden told donors, according to the Post and Courier.13 “By the way, I owe South Carolina more than you can imagine.”

			Hollings once opposed integration and opposed the Brown v. Board of Education decision, using it as his platform when he ran for governor of South Carolina. He eventually changed his position and supported integration.14

			“Good for the Negro”

			Biden was asked at a 1973 speech he gave at the City Club in Cleveland, Ohio, fresh off his election to the Senate, whether he had spoken with his Southern colleagues about how they felt about “the problems of the Negro in America.”

			“I think the two-party system, although my Democratic colleagues won’t like me saying this, is good for the South and good for the Negro, good for the black in the South,” Biden responded.15 “Other than the fact that [the Southern senators] still call me boy, I think they’ve changed their mind a little bit.”

			“Mainstream African American”

			In 2007, when Biden was on a conference call with reporters, he talked about the strengths of then-presidential candidate Barack Obama.

			“I mean you’ve got the first sort of mainstream African American, who is articulate and bright, and clean and [a] nice-looking guy. I mean, that’s a storybook, man,” Biden said.16

			Biden later apologized for his statement, but Obama later issued a written statement calling his comments “historically inaccurate.”

			“I didn’t take Sen. Biden’s comments personally, but obviously they were historically inaccurate. African-American presidential candidates like Jesse Jackson, Shirley Chisholm, Carol Moseley Braun and Al Sharpton gave a voice to many important issues through their campaigns, and no one would call them inarticulate,” Obama said.17

			Biden Referred to Asia as “the Orient”

			When Biden was vice president back in 2014, he gave a speech in Iowa and referred to parts of Asia as “the Orient” just hours after apologizing for a separate gaffe.

			“You know on the way back from Mumbai to go meet with President Xi [Jinping] in China, I stopped in Singapore to meet with a guy named Lee Kuan Yew, who most foreign policy experts around the world say is the wisest man in the Orient,” Biden said.18

			The term “orient” is considered to be an offensive way to describe Asia as a continent.

			“Shylocks”

			Then-vice president Biden was giving a speech to the Legal Services Corporation while telling a story about his son, Beau, who provided legal assistance to soldiers after they came home from war.

			“People would come to him and talk about what was happening to them at home in terms of foreclosures, in terms of bad loans that were being—I mean, these shylocks who took advantage of these women and men while overseas,” Biden said.19

			The term “shylock,” which refers to the Jewish villain in Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice, has anti-Semitic connotations. Abraham Foxman, the head of the Anti-Defamation League, said Biden “should have been more careful” with his words.

			Biden later apologized.

			Indian Accents in Delaware

			In 2006, Biden made a racist comment on the growing population of Indian Americans in Delaware.

			“You cannot go to a 7-Eleven or a Dunkin’ Donuts unless you have a slight Indian accent. I’m not joking,” he told a voter.20

			“Poor Kids Are Just as Bright as White Kids”

			Biden told a group of majority Asian and Hispanic voters in August 2019 at the Asian and Latino Coalition in Des Moines, Iowa, while campaigning for the 2020 primary elections that “poor kids are just as bright” as white kids.21

			“We should challenge students in these schools and have advanced placement programs in these schools,” Biden said. “We have this notion that somehow if you’re poor, you cannot do it. Poor kids are just as bright, just as talented, as white kids.” He quickly added, “Wealthy kids, black kids, Asian kids, no I really mean it, but think how we think about it.”

			“Put Y’all Back in Chains”

			When Biden was stumping on the 2012 campaign trail, he was discussing 2012 Republican candidate Mitt Romney’s plan for Wall Street, telling an audience that included many African Americans, “They’re going to put y’all back in chains.”22

			He received a lot of blowback from the Romney campaign. The Obama campaign called the controversy “faux outrage,” but they also had to release a statement clarifying that Biden’s comments were a reference to Republican remarks about unchaining the private sector and his unshackling of the middle class, CBS News reported.23

			“I’ll Appoint the First Black Woman to the Senate”

			Biden was giving a campaign speech in Sumter, South Carolina, when he forgot that there were already two black women serving in Congress’s upper chamber.

			“I’m looking forward to appointing the first African American woman to the United States Senate,” Biden said in his stump speech.24

			Biden forgot that Carol Moseley Braun (D-IL) served as the first black female senator from 1993 to 1999, while Sen. Kamala Harris (D-CA) was the second black woman to be elected to the Senate beginning in 2017.

			“I Came Out of the Black Community”

			Biden claimed during the November 2019 Democratic debate that he “came out of the black community.”25

			“I come out of the black community in terms of my support,” Biden said, noting that three former chairmen of the Congressional Black Caucus had endorsed his campaign as well as “the only African-American woman who’d ever been elected to the United States Senate.”

			He was fact-checked in real time that night by Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ) and Sen. Kamala Harris (D-CA), the second black senator to be elected to the U.S. Senate.

			Biden also claimed Barack Obama chose him to be his running mate for president because of his ties “to the black community.”

			“One of the reasons I was picked to be vice president was because of my relationship, long-standing relationship with the black community,” he said. “I was part of that coalition.”

			But Obama’s pick of Biden as a running mate was widely due to his ability to provide outreach to blue-collar voters because of his ties to Scranton, Pennsylvania.26

			“You Ain’t Black” If You Don’t Support Me over Trump

			Biden declared in an interview with Charlamagne tha God in May 2020 that if black Americans were unsure whether to support Donald Trump over him in the November 2020 election, then “you ain’t black.”27

			“If you have a problem figuring out whether you’re for me or Trump, then you ain’t black,” Biden told Charlamagne.

			“George Floyd’s Death Had More of an Impact on Society Than MLK’s Assassination”

			Biden said in June 2020 that George Floyd’s death in the hands of Minneapolis police officers could have a greater impact on civil rights than Dr. Martin Luther King’s 1968 assassination.

			“Even Dr. King’s assassination did not have the worldwide impact that George Floyd’s death did,” Biden said.28 “It’s just like television changed the civil rights movement for the better when they saw Bull Connor and his dogs ripping the clothes off of elderly black women going to church and firehoses ripping the skin off of young kids.”

			Alveda King, King’s niece, said Biden was “missing the mark” by comparing the two and that all Biden was doing was “stirring the race card up.”29

			Biden: Trump Supporters Believe “Mexicans Are Rapists,” “All Muslims Are Bad”

			Biden claimed that some supporters of President Donald Trump believe that “all Mexicans are rapists” and “all Muslims are bad.” He made the comments at a virtual fundraiser in April 2020.30

			“There are people who support the president because they like the fact that he is engaged in political division,” Biden told the donors. “They really support the notion that, you know, all Mexicans are rapists and all Muslims are bad and…dividing this nation based on ethnicity, race.”

			Biden: If People “Believe Tara Reade They Probably Shouldn’t Vote for Me”

			Biden said during a May 2020 appearance on MSNBC’s The Last Word with Lawrence O’Donnell that if voters believed Tara Reade, the Senate staffer who accused Biden of sexually assaulting her in 1993, “they probably shouldn’t vote for me.”31

			Biden said:

			I think they should vote their heart, and if they believe Tara Reade, they probably shouldn’t vote for me. I wouldn’t vote for me if I believed Tara Reade. The fact is that, look at Tara Reade’s story. It changes considerably. And so—but, I don’t want to question her motive. I don’t want to question anything, other than to say, the truth matters. This is being vetted. It’s been vetted. They went, and people interviewed scores of my employees over my whole career. This is just totally, thoroughly, completely out of character, and the idea that in a public place, in a hallway, I would assault a woman… I promise you, it never happened. It should be vetted. She should be thoroughly looked at, and whether or not these happened, look at the story, follow the storyline, and determine whether there’s any truth to it, and there is no truth to it. I promise you.

			Reade alleged that in 1993, Biden forced his fingers inside her in a Senate hallway. She filed a complaint with the Washington, D.C., Metro Police Department.

			Biden told O’Donnell that he didn’t remember Reade.

			Biden’s Lucy Flores Problem

			Although it is not a Biden quote, it is a tale of one time Biden allegedly sexually harassed a woman while stumping for her on the campaign trail. Lucy Flores, a former Democratic lieutenant governor nominee in Nevada, was one of the women Biden allegedly sexually harassed. She wrote in a March 2019 essay in New York Magazine’s “The Cut” about her experience with the former vice president:32

			As I was taking deep breaths and preparing myself to make my case to the crowd, I felt two hands on my shoulders. I froze. “Why is the vice-president of the United States touching me?”

			I felt him get closer to me from behind. He leaned further in and inhaled my hair. I was mortified. I thought to myself, “I didn’t wash my hair today and the vice-president of the United States is smelling it. And also, what in the actual fuck? Why is the vice-president of the United States smelling my hair?” He proceeded to plant a big slow kiss on the back of my head. My brain couldn’t process what was happening. I was embarrassed. I was shocked. I was confused. There is a Spanish saying, “tragame tierra,” it means, “earth, swallow me whole.” I couldn’t move and I couldn’t say anything. I wanted nothing more than to get Biden away from me. My name was called and I was never happier to get on stage in front of an audience.

			Biden’s Touching Jokes Spark Complaints

			Biden was making his first public appearance since getting complaints from multiple women about inappropriate touching that made them feel uncomfortable.

			Biden took the stage in Washington, D.C., at an International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers union gathering in April 2019 when the president of the union, Lonnie Stephenson, introduced him.

			“I just want you to know—I had permission to hug Lonnie,” Biden replied.33 The mostly male crowd roared with laughter.

			Later on in the gathering, he made a similar joke after inviting a bunch of children on stage and placing his arm around a young boy.

			“By the way, he gave me permission to touch him,” the former vice president said, again to laughter.

			“Everybody knows I like kids more than people,” Biden said.

			After Biden’s joke, Lucy Flores went on Fox News and called the whole appearance “so incredibly disrespectful.”34

			“The basis of the behavior that I talked about was something much more serious than just a hug,” Flores said.

			“She Pulled Me Close”

			Biden continued to make a punchline out of allegations that he inappropriately touched women and got too involved in their personal space.

			“I want the press to know, she pulled me close,” Biden told attendees at a June 2019 town hall event in Berlin, New Hampshire, referring to a woman at the event who whispered in his ear after she handed him a chair.35

			Biden: Trump Is America’s First “Racist” President

			Biden said Trump was America’s first “racist” president during a late July virtual town hall organized by the Service Employees International Union (SEIU).36 He was responding to a health-care worker who was concerned that Trump was blaming Asians for the coronavirus pandemic.

			“No sitting president has ever done this,” Biden said.37 “Never, never, never. No Republican president has done this. No Democratic president. We’ve had racists, and they’ve existed, they’ve tried to get elected president. He’s the first one that has.”

			“And the way he pits people against one another is all designed to divide the country, divide people, not pull them together,” Biden continued. “Look what he’s doing now. He’s blaming everything on China.… He’s using it as a wedge.”

			Despite Biden’s claim that Trump is America’s first “racist” president, several other presidents before Donald Trump have been avowed racists, such as President Woodrow Wilson, a Democrat who called black people “an ignorant and inferior race.”38

			Biden Quoted Racist Comments When He Used the N-Word in 1985

			Although Biden did not make the statement himself, he was quoting a racist statement from a Louisiana state legislator during a redistricting process overseen by a deputy attorney general nominee. Biden was questioning the nominee, William Bradford Reynolds, in 1985 during a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing.39 Biden used the racist comments to build a case against Reynolds’s nomination, asking Reynolds repeatedly if Louisiana was intentionally discriminating against black residents by opposing a majority black district.

			“They brought to your attention the allegation that important legislators in defeating the Nunez plan, in the basement, said, ‘We already have a n–— mayor, we don’t need any more n–— big shots,’” Biden said during the hearing.40
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