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Disclaimer

This book is written for educational and legal awareness purposes only. The information contained herein explains general principles of criminal law in India. It should not be treated as legal advice for any specific case.

Readers should consult a qualified advocate for professional legal assistance.
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Preface

This book has been written with the objective of promoting legal awareness among citizens regarding their rights under Indian criminal law.

In recent years, India has introduced major reforms in its criminal justice framework through the enactment of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), and Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA). These new laws replace the earlier Indian Penal Code, Code of Criminal Procedure, and Indian Evidence Act.

While these legislative changes aim to modernize criminal procedure and improve investigative efficiency, many citizens remain unaware of their legal rights when interacting with police authorities and courts.

This book seeks to provide a simple and accessible explanation of key concepts such as FIR registration, arrest procedures, bail, and constitutional safeguards available to individuals.

The purpose of this guide is not to replace professional legal advice, but to help citizens understand the basic legal framework governing criminal procedure in India.

— Nikhil Chugh

Advocate

Member , Supreme Court Bar Association

Panipat, Haryana

First Edition – 2026

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 1

Introduction to Criminal Justice in India

The criminal justice system forms the backbone of law and order in any democratic society. It ensures that crimes are investigated, offenders are prosecuted, and justice is delivered through a fair and transparent legal process.

In India, criminal law operates through three essential components:

Substantive Criminal Law

Substantive law defines what constitutes a crime and prescribes punishment for offences. Traditionally, the primary legislation governing criminal offences was the Indian Penal Code, 1860 (IPC).

Procedural Criminal Law

Procedural law governs how criminal cases are investigated and tried. This includes procedures relating to FIR registration, arrest, investigation, bail, trial, and appeals.

For decades, these procedures were governed by the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (CrPC).

Law of Evidence

The law of evidence determines how facts are proved in court. It regulates admissibility of documents, witness testimony, and other forms of proof.

This area was traditionally governed by the Indian Evidence Act, 1872.

However, in 2023, India undertook a major legislative reform in criminal law by introducing three new laws replacing colonial-era statutes.

These include:

• Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) replacing the Indian Penal Code

• Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) replacing the Code of Criminal Procedure

• Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA) replacing the Indian Evidence Act

These reforms aim to modernize the criminal justice system and incorporate technological advancements in investigation and trial processes.

Despite these changes, the core constitutional principles of criminal justice remain unchanged. These include:

• Presumption of innocence

• Right to fair investigation

• Protection of personal liberty

• Judicial oversight over police powers

Understanding these principles is crucial for every citizen. Legal awareness empowers individuals to protect themselves against misuse of authority and ensures that fundamental rights are respected.

This book aims to explain key aspects of criminal procedure in a clear, practical, and accessible manner so that citizens can understand their rights when dealing with police authorities and courts.
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Chapter 2

India’s New Criminal Laws: From CrPC to BNSS

India’s criminal justice framework has undergone significant reform with the introduction of new criminal laws in 2023.

For more than a century, India relied on colonial-era legislation such as the Indian Penal Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure. While these laws served the legal system for decades, the need for modernization and technological adaptation led to the enactment of new legislation.

The three new criminal laws introduced by the Parliament of India are:

1. Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023

This law replaces the Indian Penal Code and defines criminal offences and punishments.

2. Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023

This law replaces the Code of Criminal Procedure and governs investigation, arrest, bail, trial procedures, and criminal proceedings.

3. Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA), 2023

This law replaces the Indian Evidence Act and regulates the admissibility of evidence in courts.

While these laws introduce modern terminology and updated procedures, many of their core principles remain consistent with the earlier legal framework.

For instance, the concept of an FIR, bail, arrest procedures, and judicial oversight continues to exist.

However, several reforms have been introduced to improve efficiency in criminal investigations.

Some of the key features of BNSS include:

• Greater use of digital evidence and electronic records

• Improved timelines for investigation and trial

• Enhanced focus on victim protection

• Better integration of technology in law enforcement

The transition from CrPC to BNSS represents an effort to align the criminal justice system with contemporary societal needs while retaining constitutional safeguards.￼[image: Rectangle Rectangle]
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