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    “Matthew Daniels’ idea of establishing a website and social networking movement seems to me important and timely. I have known Matt Daniels for many years and have been most impressed with his dedication, intelligence and the breadth of his organizational efforts. As everyone knows, the extraordinary power of the web played no small role in bringing about the collapse of totalitarian regimes in Eastern Europe and it is hard to imagine a successful human rights movement today that does not harness that power.”


    —Amb. Mary Ann Glendon, Professor of Law, Harvard University
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    “I have known Matt Daniels for several years from his work highlighting our nation’s uniformed heroes through the Great Americans website and videos. I’m delighted to hear of his most recent work with Good of All. Matt understands the direct tie between freedom and national security. His efforts in developing a global human liberty campaign speak volumes about the vision that he brings to this most important issue.”


    —General Peter Pace (Retired), Former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
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    “This Good of All educational campaign highlights the fact that the principles of the Universal Declaration can provide a common framework for freedom in our increasingly diverse and digitally mediated society.”


    —Nazir Afzal, OBE, Former Chief Crown Prosecutor, United Kingdom


     


    “Legal equality for women is a fundamental human right and an important principle that furthers both human potential and social prosperity. So I am delighted that Brunel University Law School has entered into a partnership with the US charity Good of All to develop a centre for research into this area.”


    —Dominic Grieve, QC, Attorney General for England and Wales
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    “The Universal Declaration can serve as a Magna Carta for the Digital Age by providing a path for people around the world to unite through the global community of the Internet. This Good of All effort will promote a fuller digital expression of such universal rights as freedom of speech, association and privacy.”


    —Charles Falconer, Former Lord Chancellor of the United Kingdom
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    PREFACE



    Nazir AFzal, Order of the

    British Empire


    As someone who has prosecuted cases involving the abuse of the internet—from violent extremist recruitment to online grooming—I know from experience that digital and social media can be used for destructive purposes. But this book is a celebration of the opposite.


    The stories in this book illustrate how many in our time are using digital and social media to reach out across boundaries of culture and geography to advance the universal rights that are the birthright of all humanity. As such, this book series offers an expanding compendium of the largely unsung heroes and heroines of the Digital Age.


    While the examples are too numerous to recount in the context of a short preface, consider how one simple digital tool (YouTube) has given ordinary people a tool to challenge everything from driving bans in Saudi Arabia to compulsory hijabs in Iran to police violence in Brazil.


    Of course, such abuses have been a fact of life for many around the world for centuries. But this book speaks of the rise of a new collective global conscience that increasingly finds such oppression incompatible with civilization. Indeed, a central purpose of this book is to help encourage a movement of people in every country who regard the fundamental rights of others as a cause worthy of protection.


    I often say that giving someone a cause to live for is far better than trying to prevent them from finding a cause to die for. The cause of advancing universal rights in the Digital Age is precisely such a cause.


     


    Nazir Afzal, Order of the British Empire (OBE)


    Former Chief Crown Prosecutor England & Wales


    Former Chief Executive of the UK Police & Crime Commissioners

  


  
    Foreword


    Admiral James G. Stavridis, Former Dean of the Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy


    For more than a decade, a spreading global contagion of oppression has caused setbacks in human rights, of which the terror group ISIS—the so-called Islamic State of Iraq and Syria—is only the latest symptom. While no effective treatment has been developed for Ebola, a serum against its virulent moral and ideological counterparts emerged from the ashes of World War II.


    That vaccine is embodied in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which former United Nations Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali called, “the quintessential values through which we affirm together that we are a single human community.”


    The breakthrough vision at the core of the Declaration is a call to ordinary men and women to unite in promoting the freedoms essential to realize fully our common humanity. It presumes that ordinary people will always have a greater stake in their own freedom than those in power.


    The Declaration speaks of freedom of conscience, speech, property, and privacy. It condemns slavery, torture, and discrimination. It respects the dignity and worth of every human as equal, regardless of race, nationality, or gender.


    Although a powerful and elegant expression our common birthright, the Declaration was arguably fifty years ahead of its time. This “good-idea virus” needed the Web to connect the ordinary people whom it seeks to protect. Equally important, it required a generation to come of age with the technology itself: “digital natives” who will communicate across boundaries in ways we cannot now even imagine. Only then could this historic expression of universal human rights become a meaningful social reality.


    While the Declaration is already the most translated document in history, the internet has created an opportunity to disseminate and promote its vision of universal rights through the world’s first nearly-universal communications medium. The emergence of a more globally conscious and interconnected generation of digital natives raised on the internet—especially in those parts of the world where ordinary people are resisting tyranny—has made it possible to inoculate more people than ever before with the inspiring truths of human freedom.


    Liberty is an addictive drug. As Machiavelli warned in The Prince, “He who becomes master of a city accustomed to freedom and does not destroy it, may expect to be destroyed by it.” Freedom itself is a powerful weapon against tyranny.


    Throughout history there have been times when great ideas and technological advances converged with profound implications. We are again at such a time, and the task before us now is to ensure that the most potent ideals of human freedom are organically embraced by a new generation of digital natives across the globe. This, more than any weapons system, is our best hope for promoting and securing international peace and security.


    Yet even in the face of this potential, American foreign policy and military leaders have devoted so much more energy and resources to hard power weaponry. They have put more faith in the power of killer drones than in life-giving ideals.


    It has been an expensive miscalculation for those of us who must pay the bills while we watch ISIS advance. As General Myers, the former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, has observed, “Every dollar spent on the soft power of ideas is worth one hundred in hard power.” And the digitally-mediated barbarism of YouTube beheadings is a horrifying warning that technology can be used for good or evil.


    Movements like ISIS are effective in their use of digital and social media, including the employment of very sophisticated and effective global online recruiting strategy. For the sake of all humanity, it is imperative that we turn that situation around and use the same technological advances at our fingertips to spread the good-idea virus of freedom and of universal rights to inoculate more hearts and minds against such destructive movements.


    In the years ahead, our nation must focus more of our efforts on soft power. Our government should invest the funds needed to launch ten good ideas for every Tomahawk missile we fire. But the independent voice of the private sector is especially important in an era when public trust in political leaders and governments has reached a modern low ebb. So, the resources of the private sector should be harnessed to develop soft power networks and strategies that can help to soften the ground for freedom worldwide.


    Ideas matter, and disseminating the timeless ideals of freedom to digital natives is the vital security imperative of our time. In the Digital Age, information truly is power—a new form of digital soft power that will be increasingly important to global freedom and security in the years ahead. The time has come to embrace its full potential as a force for good.


     


    Admiral James G. Stavridis


    Former Dean, Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy,


    Tufts University


    United States Navy, Retired


    Supreme Allied Commander, NATO (2009–13)
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    CHAPTER 1



    A Dream Born

    from a Nightmare


    Many of humanity’s greatest dreams are born from the stuff of nightmares.


    At the core of the Human Liberty 2.0 revolution happening all around us is a collective human dream—a dream that will not die in spite of recurring episodes of war and genocide. It is a dream of a world where our shared humanity is more important than the superficial differences that can be used as a pretext for violence and oppression.


    It is a dream where every person lives in freedom and enjoys human rights as enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Many do not share this dream of universal rights. Some people are militantly opposed to it. But the dream has a deep appeal because it is rooted in the timeless truth of our common human dignity.


    Although our world is still ravaged by racism, cruelty, and violence, the advent of the Digital Age has made it harder to ignore the suffering and needs of others simply because they don’t look like us, don’t speak our language, or live in another part of the world.


    This book series celebrates those whose lives embody a rising global awareness of our common humanity and a desire to promote the fundamental rights and well-being of other human beings as an investment in a better future for us all. They are the living expression of the dream of universal rights.


    We begin to fulfill our potential as human beings when we seek to live for more than ourselves. Some people live their entire lives without coming to this realization. But I am convinced that all the great souls of history have come to this same timeless truth sooner or later. For example, in Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s last speech before his assassination, he invoked the famous example of the Good Samaritan. He called upon his audience to practice similar “dangerous unselfishness” toward those in need—particularly the weakest, the most vulnerable, and the most marginalized. Of course, anyone who understands the power of Dr. King’s life and work will understand the hidden irony in this phrase—since a lifetime of selfishness can actually prove far more dangerous to our humanity in the end than a life of compassion and mercy.


    My journey toward this realization came in the form of a nightmare that was rooted in my experience growing up in poverty in New York’s Spanish Harlem. As a child, my precinct on the Upper West Side of New York City had the highest rate of violent crime in Manhattan. In fact, my family ended up on welfare after my mother, who was working as a single mom to support us, got off at a secluded bus stop after work and was assaulted by four men. They left her with a broken back and a lifelong disability. Her injuries were compounded by deep depression in the aftermath of the assault—a condition that she self-medicated with alcohol, contributing to her early death.


    In my case, I was robbed more times than I can count—sometimes at knifepoint and several times at gunpoint—in the process of simply trying to get to and from school each day. In one case, I was kicked backward down a two-story escalator from an elevated subway station by two older teens who then followed me down and robbed me at the bottom. At the time, the thing that saved me was my school knapsack. It had slid up my back and provided a cushion for my head as I tumbled backward down the escalator banging my head on every step.


    In fact, the trip through my neighborhood to school was so dangerous that I used to lie awake at night planning my route to and from school the next day. The goal was to try to make it through the danger zones in my neighborhood without getting mugged or assaulted. I would carefully plan out in my mind each street crossing with an eye toward stores where I might take refuge if something happened along the way.


    Of course, the notion of receiving any help from law enforcement was not something that local residents ever considered; everyone knew that the police would only come into our neighborhood if there was a body in the street. We used to call it the “blood in the street” rule since calling the police simply to report a fight or even gunshots was as ineffective as calling about a barking dog. There needed to be an actual body in the street—and often there was.


    In my building, stabbings were common in our lobby and elevator. I remember one time when a man followed a woman into the elevator of our building to rape her. When she screamed, he slashed her throat with a knife from ear to ear. Afterward, even though they cleaned the huge pool of blood off of the elevator floor, you could still see the dried blood in the corners. I would stare at her dried blood every morning on my way to school, hoping it would be gone by the next day. But the victim’s dark red bloodstains remained visible there for weeks after she died.


    Shootings were less common, but they still occurred relatively frequently. I remember seeing a drug dispute on the corner of our block escalate into a shooting. Since it was winter, the victim was wearing a puffy down coat as he stood on the corner talking to someone in a car. When the person in the car pulled a gun, the man ran, but he was shot multiple times as he tried to escape. Each bullet that hit him produced a puff of down that burst into the air following the trajectory of each bullet as it passed through his body. It was almost a comical sight—like watching someone shoot a pillow with a handgun—except that the victim could not outrun the bullets passing through his body. He made it about ten yards before he bled to death on our street.


    Late at night, robberies were especially common because Riverside Park, which runs along the Hudson River, became a kind of ambush point and escape route for people looking for victims. One winter evening, I remember hearing a man’s panicked voice screaming in the courtyard of our building, followed by several shots. Later that night the police took away the body of the person who had been mugged by an armed assailant who emerged from the shadows of the park across the street and ambushed him on his way home.


    I never saw the actual body of the victim, but his screams and cries for help echoed in my mind all night. The next day, when I got up to go to school, I was confronted with a sight that was emblazoned deeply in my consciousness for many years. Because it was wintertime, the victim’s blood had frozen on the sidewalk outside of our building. When I emerged from the lobby, I saw the elderly wife of my building superintendent using a stiff short-bristle broom and a bucket of hot water to try to scrub it off of the pavement. Her back was facing me as I walked outside. All I could do for several moments was stare at the image of this old woman stooped over a pool of frozen blood, with the steam from the hot water rising into the cold winter air. It struck me that this was all that remained of the nameless person whose screams I had heard the night before.


    If you are killed or seriously injured on the streets of New York, an ambulance will take away your body after the police investigate the scene. But there is no city department or agency responsible for cleaning up your blood. As a result, depending on how you die, a part of you can be left on the sidewalk for people to stare at and walk around long after you are gone. For religious reasons, Orthodox Jews have special permission from New York City to use a jackhammer and break up any pavement stained with the blood of their community members, so that they can bury the victim with any traces of their blood. But for the rest of us, our blood remains where it was spilled. The same thing happened with respect to the woman who died in our elevator—leaving only the stain of her dried blood as a memorial to her death.


    But on that cold winter morning, something about this grim sight made such a profound impression on me that it became a recurring nightmare that haunted me for years. In the nightmare, I emerge from my building to see the sight of my superintendent’s wife quietly scrubbing the pavement. As I watch the steam rise from the warm water in her bucket and on the ground, I ask her, “Whose blood is this?” but she continues scrubbing silently. She does not even seem to know that I
    am there.


    In the nightmare, I feel invisible and helpless. I have a burning desire to know the name of the person who died. It seems horrible not to know. But no matter how much I ask, the woman will not answer me or even acknowledge my presence.


    Finally, in anguish, I walk closer to her. I begin to reach out to touch the old woman’s shoulder, asking her again, “Whose blood is this? Who died here?” But the moment I start to move, she turns around and
    says, “You!”


    Then I wake up. Her voice is ringing in my ears, telling me that I am the one who died.


    Night after night. It is always the same nightmare with the same ending. It is always followed by the same tight knot in my stomach as I stare at the ceiling wondering what the nightmare means and why it will not go away.


    For years, this nightmare haunted me. After working my way through a series of public schools in New York City, where I was usually one of the only white kids in the school, I received a full scholarship to Dartmouth College in New Hampshire. Dartmouth is arguably the most remote and safest Ivy League campus in America. It is harder to think of a place more different from my neighborhood. For me, going to Dartmouth was the closest I had ever come to traveling to another planet. But the nightmare still followed me there.


    As a freshman, I can vividly remember the nightmare routinely waking me up in the middle of the night. And it was always the same nightmare with the same disturbing ending. Week after week, I would sit up terrified in bed, only to hear the sound of chirping crickets and remember that I was hundreds of miles from New York City. It seemed bizarre that the nightmare had followed me to a place where you could probably fall asleep on the campus green with a pile of money for a pillow and no one would even think to bother you.


    After a great deal of soul-searching, I finally realized that part of the meaning of this nightmare was a calling. The nightmare was a call for me to see the suffering of others as if I myself was suffering. Of course, this sort of deep empathy is something that good parents may feel with respect to their own children. It is an entirely different matter to feel such empathy for a total stranger. And my personality is such that I am not an empathetic person by nature. But the nightmare was a message to me to try to live differently. The nightmare was a call for me to understand a timeless truth: No man (or woman) is an island…and the suffering of others should concern us as much as our own suffering. Their suffering and death diminishes us if we ignore it. To deny that reality is to deny your own humanity.


    This book was written in an attempt to honor those in our day who have discovered this same timeless truth and tried to put it into action.


    The great souls of every age are all imperfect people who still dare to dream and sometimes live beyond the limitations of their own frailty and failings. The men and women whose stories are captured in this book series embody the reality of our shared humanity.


    In my case, the nameless person who died in front of my building that night became a lifelong symbol for me of all the nameless, faceless victims of violence and suffering in our world. Just as I never saw the body of the person who died that winter night, we will never personally see most of the victims of human rights abuses in our world. But we must never close our ears or deaden our conscience to their tears, their cries, or their blood.

  


  
    Chapter 2


    Harnessing the Potential of our Shared Humanity


    No man is an island, . . .


    Any man’s death diminishes me,


    Because I am involved in mankind;


    and therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls;


    It tolls for thee.


    —John Donne (1572–1631)


    Meditation XVII


    Devotions upon Emergent Occasions


    I had never before heard the breathtaking sound of bells ringing out across an entire city.


    It was April 19, 2013, and all of Warsaw’s bell towers seemed to be echoing across both the rooftops and the ages John Donne’s ancient poetic insight about our common humanity. The tolling bells commemorated the seventieth anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising and the sacrifices of those who tried to resist the Nazi regime’s massacre of the largest Jewish population in Europe.1 The sound sent shivers down my spine as the realization set in that, by extension, those bells were also mourning the tragedy of Auschwitz and the many other death camps built by the Third Reich across Poland. As the victims of the Holocaust were countless, so were the bells ringing in their memory.


    Yet the idea that was born in my mind that day was not one of despair. It was an idea conceived in hope.


    Bells were a simple communications technology that John Donne’s generation employed to help people feel the connection we share because of our common humanity. For centuries, bells have been rung in high places in both the East and the West to call people to an awareness above the level of mere survival and selfish existence. So it seemed appropriate that the ancient sound of bells would call to my mind a universal truth about the reality of our shared human dignity.


    It was there, amidst the unforgettable sound of those bells ringing over a land that had seen so much brutality and bloodshed, where I realized that we now live in a very different age—a Digital Age in which people can do more in the face of oppression than ever before, both to expose tyranny and abuses and to unite with others from around the world to end them.


    We no longer have to resort to ringing bells of remembrance after the tragedies of history. We no longer have to suffer remorse because the lonely resistance efforts of a few failed due to the ignorance and apathy of the many. In that instant, I realized that the communications technology of our time—and the digitally-mediated global culture that it has created—has begun to transform our world in ways that will give powerful new expression to the transcendent reality of human connectedness.


    It was then that the idea of Human Liberty 2.0 was born.


    Thanks to digital technologies that have reshaped the way every one of us lives, works, and communicates—technologies that have burst forth at breakneck speed in the last fifteen to twenty years alone—we have suddenly entered a new era of human freedom. Without anyone planning it, a revolution of sorts is unfolding all around us in surprising ways, both at home and in distant corners of the world. Despite the abuses of digital technology, the human race is still collectively finding a path toward a new era of advancing freedom, human rights, and human dignity.


    I tried to imagine in my mind what would have happened if the Nazi regime had attempted to liquidate the Warsaw Ghetto in the era of social networking, digital media, and the internet. Instead of stonewalling the Red Cross and the entire free world while covering up their atrocities and genocide, the Nazi regime would have been faced with a flood of tweets, digital videos uploaded online, and a firestorm of public awareness that might have forced the complacent political elites of the world into action much sooner. Of course, the Nazis would have made every attempt to cut off internet access, but we’ve seen repeatedly in the last few years that there are ways around this—even in the most isolated regions. The power of digital video, satellite imagery, mobile technologies, and more have led to the increasing ability of ordinary people to tell their stories to the world in spite of the heaviest government oppression and censorship imaginable. Those same technologies have also allowed champions for good to sweep in and help in areas where evil may otherwise have continued to thrive.


    Indeed, my own journey to the Polish parliament was connected with my personal involvement in precisely such an effort. The long road that had led me to Warsaw that day was part of a larger odyssey of working to develop a human rights education movement on several continents.


    Through the vehicle of a number of digital and social media platforms—as well as a growing network of academic centers around the world—the aim of this educational movement is to try to build an international community committed to the good-idea virus of “universal human rights” and the promotion of human dignity in our increasingly global culture. For the first time, in a world historically divided into tribes of geography and tribes of blood, the internet has allowed for the creation of global tribes of ideas—groups of people connected in real time across geographic boundary lines by their shared commitment to certain ideals, values, or principles. So, my human rights education work had become focused on trying to create a global idea tribe for universal human rights.


    Among other things, this human rights movement-building work had taken me to South Korea, the most digitally advanced nation on Earth, to help promote South Korea’s rapid post-Korean War advancement in the realm of human rights as a model for other Asian societies. While working and teaching in South Korea, friends in the Korean National Assembly asked me if I would accompany them to Warsaw for a meeting of European parliamentarians committed to confronting the greatest human rights abuses of our time: the abuses currently taking place in the prison camps of North Korea.


    I agreed in part because I knew that no American legislators would be joining their counterparts from South Korea and Eastern Europe at this event. I also made the journey because my exposure to North Korean refugees in South Korea had been a life-changing experience for me. It introduced me to survivors of the North Korean gulag—many of whom have endured unspeakable suffering behind the same electrified barbed wire fences for generations.2 Finally, I made the journey because my own sense of deep conviction about North Korean human rights had led me to organize a volunteer committee of South Korean marketing professionals in an effort to use digital media to tell the stories of North Korean refugees to a global audience. I was determined to find a digitally-mediated way to replicate in the lives of other people around the world my own transformative experience of hearing the personal stories of men, women, and children who had survived for generations inside a modern-day Auschwitz.


    Citizens around the globe rose up to voice their support for the protestors in Egypt during the Arab Spring, thanks to Facebook and Twitter. Similarly, the mainstream media and the US government were finally forced to pay attention to the use of chemical weapons against the citizens of Syria, due to the overwhelming photographic and video evidence shared by ordinary citizens on the Web. In the same way, we need the civilized world to demand an end to this hidden holocaust of our time. North Korea is the most brutal and isolated dictatorship on the planet—in whose prison camps generations languish in torture and darkness. But we must try to support those who are working for freedom amid such darkness. We must hope for the day when new technologies of connectivity will open so many eyes to the death and horror of North Korea that the world will not allow it to continue.


    This new era of human liberty is not simply an era of information. Human Liberty 2.0 describes the beginning of an era of progress—of actually overcoming obstacles, of breaking down barriers, and of saving lives. As you’ll see in these pages, the triumph is already under way. The success stories that seem few and far between as we sift through the horror show of the evening news are, in fact, part of one collective movement of the human spirit: A time of technological triumph over barriers to human liberty that have stood for generations.


    Our own freedom depends upon our willingness to act on the humanity that unites us all. So the sacrifices of those who fought for freedom in prior generations should inspire us to work together in new ways to resist tyranny and oppression in our time. A new era of human freedom is upon us, and the more we realize it, the more we experience it, the more we share it and celebrate it, the faster the era of Human Liberty 2.0 will continue to unfold all around us.

  


  
    Chapter 3


    Human Liberty 2.0:
 A Story of Convergence


    There is a Human Liberty 2.0 revolution happening across the world to advance freedom, human rights, and human dignity.


    The rapid global spread of digital and social media, mobile technologies, and crowd mapping has touched people from every walk of life. Needless to say, not everyone uses these technologies for good. But enough people do that we are seeing a new era of awareness and engagement in the shared enterprise of advancing freedom, resisting oppression, and promoting the dignity of all human beings.


    To be sure, there are many disturbing trends in our world. Indeed, the rise of ISIS is a stark reminder that the forces of oppression and evil are still a reality in our time. Moreover, the media is awash with stories that often seem to paint a picture of humanity moving backward. But this book focuses on a global trend that should give us hope for humanity in the Digital Age.


    The inspiring, factual stories in Part II of this book—illustrative of countless others that have not been reported or catalogued—are generally not reported as part of the daily news cycle. They are stories of ordinary men and women—some acting individually and some collectively—who are harnessing digital and social media to help promote freedom, human rights, and the dignity of all human beings. Often, they are doing so apart from (or in spite of) those in power. These stories shine a light on an encouraging reality that is quietly unfolding around us—the reality that ordinary people all around the world are finding creative and effective ways to use the power of technology to make the world a better and freer place for us all.


    Increasingly, we see stories of individuals who have rallied for causes through Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and a myriad of digital apps such as WhatsApp and Telegram. At the same time, we are seeing how wireless technologies have helped to bring commerce, food, and supplies to remote areas that weren’t being reached before; how crowd mapping is helping to challenge oppressors and put an end to atrocities previously committed in secret.


    Human Liberty 2.0 is more than the title of a book. It describes and seeks to catalogue the beginning of a new era in human history—an era that has been unfolding all around us as the internet has changed our world. It seeks to capture trends that are improving human existence in ways that were impossible to achieve only a few short years ago. It’s a look at how an expanding catalogue of small stories of technology triumphing over suffering and oppression are not just a few isolated incidents, but a broad trend that offers hope for a greater shared commitment to human dignity in our world.


    We are living in exciting times, where solutions that previously seemed elusive are now becoming possible. We are witnessing how the growing connectivity of our world is augmenting the inherent instinct for connectivity in the human spirit—giving us real hope for a more peaceful future. But the future belongs to those who remember the past. So, to fully appreciate our progress thus far—and to make sure it continues—we need to look back and consider how we arrived at this point and what hard-won lessons we can learn from human experience and the struggle for freedom that will help us as we seek to advance together.


    Rise of the Rule of Law


    There are times in history when new ideas about law create breakthroughs for society. One was the signing of the Magna Carta Libertatum, commonly called Magna Carta, in 1215. The Magna Carta Libertatum, Latin for “The Great Charter of the Liberties,” was originally issued by King John of England on June 15, 1215, in an attempt to achieve peace between the king and a group of British nobility who had stood up to their unpopular ruler.3 In the process, this document became one of the most critical expressions of the concept of fundamental rights and the rule of law.


    Among other things, the Magna Carta laid the foundation in Anglo-American law for the revolutionary principle that every person, including royalty, were subject to the rule of law, not above it. This meant that even the king and his government officials could be held accountable for violating the law or depriving others of their fundamental rights. Among its guarantees, the Magna Carta pledged to protect the nobility against illegal incarceration, and to provide access to a swift judicial system and fair trials.


    The Magna Carta remains one of the most well-known legal documents in history. Its influence can be seen in a vast number of human rights charters and constitutions, including in the US Constitution. When the United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights was drafted, it also drew upon the freedoms preserved in the Magna Carta. Indeed, given both its origins and international influence, the Universal Declaration has often been called the “Magna Carta for the Digital Age.”


    The Printing Press Revolution


    There are also moments in history when advances in technology transformed the world. One such case was the invention of the Gutenberg printing press in 1439. Borrowing and expanding upon technology that originated in China4 and that used movable clay script dipped in ink to create text, a German inventor named Johannes Gutenberg sought to improve the clay method of printing text. By using wood (and later, metal) Gutenberg created a mechanical movable-type printing press.


    Prior to Gutenberg’s invention of the printing press, creating books and other publications was possible, but only one page at a time—a highly laborious undertaking that only the rich could afford. For the same reason, creating hundreds or thousands of books was virtually impossible. This, obviously, was a significant roadblock to acquiring and disseminating new information.


    Gutenberg’s technology revolutionized printing by enabling the mass production of books for the very first time. The Gutenberg Bible was his first major work. Printed in Latin, the Gutenberg Bible has been celebrated not only for its technical quality but also for its beautiful appearance.


    Gutenberg’s printing press not only revolutionized book publication, but it also revolutionized mass communication and the diffusion of knowledge, and it laid the foundation for knowledge-based economies and workforces that we still benefit from today. One man’s idea for a printing press started the rapid spread of information and learning, first in Europe and then to the rest of the world. Without Gutenberg’s invention, the world would be a very different place.


    The Concept of Universal Human Rights


    World War I was an incredibly bloody affair that resulted in as many as thirty-seven million deaths. The carnage was so overwhelming that it was dubbed “The War to End All Wars.” Yet hardly more than a score of years later, the world was plunged yet again into one of the darkest nightmares in all of human history.


    World War II ended with more than double the deaths of World War I, and in its wake, mankind was struggling to make sense of what had occurred. By 1948, with the Nuremberg Trials having ended just two years prior, and the shocking travesty of the Holocaust fresh in everyone’s mind, there was a palpable determination to defend humanity from future outbreaks of such horrifying oppression. It was in this setting that Eleanor Roosevelt and the framers of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights distilled the most fundamental democratic ideals of justice and freedom into thirty articles that express our common birthright as human beings.5


    The former First Lady of the United States, who was appointed by President Harry Truman to be part of the US delegation to the United Nations after her husband’s death, considered the Universal Declaration of Human Rights to be her greatest achievement. On the ten-year anniversary of the Declaration’s adoption, Roosevelt said:


    Where, after all, do universal human rights begin? In small places, close to home—so close and so small that they cannot be seen on any maps of the world. Yet they are the world of the individual person; the neighborhood he lives in; the school or college he attends; the factory, farm or office where he works. Such are the places where every man, woman and child seeks equal justice, equal opportunity, equal dignity without discrimination. Unless these rights have meaning there, they have little meaning anywhere. Without concerted citizen action to uphold them close to home, we shall look in vain for progress in the larger world.6


    The Universal Declaration of Human Rights has become a highly-esteemed legal template for promoting human liberty, having been translated into more languages than any other document in history and having inspired more than eighty international human rights treaties and declarations. But the true significance of the Universal Declaration to the cause of human liberty is only now becoming clear. In our increasingly global and interconnected world, the Universal Declaration is the key to unlocking the profound social potential of the digital revolution because it is the only widely-accepted roadmap to a world in which human rights are as universal as the defining communications medium of our time.


    The drafters of the Universal Declaration addressed their document not to governments or international agencies, but to all of humanity.7 They deliberately did so because they believed that human rights enforcement is everyone’s business. Moreover, history has shown that human rights are only safe when ordinary men and women see the enforcement of them as their responsibility—not solely the responsibility of those in power—and have the courage to hold those in power accountable.


    After all, examples of police brutality and other forms of governmental injustice that rise to the level of human rights violations are best thwarted when ordinary people act on behalf of victims who have no hope of help from the state. Similarly, instances of corporate violations of human rights often cannot be remedied because of government collusion or corruption—so ordinary citizens are critical to confronting such injustices. Even courts and legal bodies that are formally charged with human rights enforcement have been guilty of obscuring, condoning, or even authorizing human rights violations. For example, the United States has seen grave examples of state and federal courts supporting the abuse of human rights—from judicial support for laws condoning slavery and racial segregation to the court-sanctioned internment of an entire ethnic minority, Japanese-Americans, in concentration camps during the Second World War.
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