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Olivia K. Gant was born on June 21st, 2010, in Pasadena, Texas. She lived with her parents (Jeff and Kelly Gant), and her two older sisters. However, Olivia’s parents fought often, and their relationship didn’t last long. After her parents separated, Olivia’s mother, Kelly Turner-Gant, moved her daughters from Texas, to Littleton, Colorado. 

Olivia had been close with her step-grandfather, Lonnie Gautreau. He and his wife would often visit their three grandchildren. They would watch movies together, and Olivia loved to recite the film dialogue word for word. Lonnie fondly remembered his granddaughter as ‘a loving child; she just had a great imagination, and loved playing with her dolls.’ 

In 2012, two-year-old Olivia started to get sick. Her mother brought her into the Children’s Hospital Colorado, because Olivia was severely constipated. Kelly told the doctor that Olivia struggled to digest her food properly. She was treated successfully, as they removed the hardened stool from Olivia’s colon. They expected that Olivia’s health would start to improve. 

[image: A child sitting on a bed looking at a tablet

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

However, Kelly brought Olivia back to the hospital repeatedly, insisting that her young daughter was still having issues with eating, and digesting her foods properly. In 2014, they operated on Olivia to try and help resolve the issue. Olivia’s small intestine was rerouted through her large intestine, and she had her waste diverted to a bag attached to her stomach. 

For awhile, Olivia’s medical issues were manageable. The surgery had relieved Olivia of her constipation issues. She was able to attend Pre-K, and Kindergarten at Columbine Hills Elementary School. Her teachers, and classmates loved her, and she thrived at school. 

But Kelly insisted that although the surgery had relieved some of her daughter’s symptoms, Olivia was still struggling with digestive issues. Kelly would continue to bring her daughter to the hospital, to get treatment for her medical issues. During a five-year span (from the age of two to seven), Olivia Gant had had more than a thousand trips to the hospital. 

During those five years, Olivia had multiple kinds of feeding tubes implanted, because Kelly had insisted that her daughter was unable to feed properly. They’d tried different feeding methods, to see what worked for Olivia. Kelly informed the doctors that the only thing that would work for her daughter, was intravenous nutrition (TPN). And so, the doctors installed the tube. 
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