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      “Merry Christmas!”

      I smiled and turned to face Mateo, frowning when he stood in front of me holding a simple blue envelope out in silent offering.

      “What’s this?” I asked warily, accepting the envelope. I couldn’t help but be suspicious. He never gave me gift cards for holidays. It was always something homemade, like the candle holder he’d gotten me for our friendsgiving gift exchange.

      “Open it.” He nodded, not giving me anything useful to base my assumptions on.

      I narrowed my eyes, and he laughed. “Just trust me. I think you’ll like it.”

      “Seriously?” I knew I was pouting as I opened the envelope. “I hate surprises.”

      At that, Mateo rolled his eyes. “You love them. You can’t fool me, Grayson. I know you too well.”

      I smiled and felt myself relax. That was true. “Okay, fine.”

      I pulled out the contents of the envelope and felt my eyebrows knit together.

      “What the–?”

      It wasn’t a card. Instead, two plane tickets were tucked into the envelope. It had mine and Mateo’s names on them, assigned to seats 22 A and B.

      “Mateo?”

      I looked back at him, my heart in my throat, and saw a blush over his neck and along his jaw.

      “Uh.” He cleared his throat. “I thought–I mean, I didn’t know if you might want to come with me for my family’s holidays.”

      My eyes widened. “What?”

      Mateo went every year to his family’s vacation home high in the mountains after Christmas, when it was relatively warm and the snow was falling constantly. He always brought home pictures I loved; I’d missed having snow like that in the Northeastern coast since I’d moved here for college after my parents died. I was never jealous, but I wished my parents were still around, that I could go back up to the cabin I grew up in and have those snow days again with them. A proper family.

      Mateo winced. “This was a horrible idea, wasn’t it? I thought you might want to come, since you haven’t seen the snow like that in a while, and I know you love it. But maybe it’s too painful for you because—anyway, just forget it. You don’t have to come. It’s really not a big de–”

      He stuttered to a stop when I threw my arms around his neck and hugged him tightly, clinging to him like some toddler. My eyes were wet, and I was sniffling with the emotions that already ran through my chest.

      “Don’t be stupid,” I argued against the crook of his neck as his arms circled around me and he returned the hug. “Of course I want to come. That sounds amazing.”

      I felt Mateo’s smile against my cheek, and he adjusted us so I settled more comfortably against him.

      “Great,” he exhaled, relief obvious. “You’ll finally meet my family.”

      I felt myself blush then. Meeting Mateo’s family? When I’ve been pining pathetically after him for years? I knew I was obvious to my friends, since they never stopped teasing me about it, but would I be obvious to his family, too?

      “Why’d you think of me for this? You didn’t say anything?”

      Mateo winced. “I should have, yeah. You’re right. But I know how you are. You get all nervous and tie yourself up in knots, and then you just back out of big things like this. I figured that, if I bought your ticket and made the plans, you’d still say yes. You’d come with me because I made the decisions and the schedule. Mama knows you’re coming. It’s all done. You don’t have to make any decisions. Just say yes.”

      I melted. How well this man knew me. What could I ever do to deserve him? His kindness and his generosity. Here he was, willing to share his family with me because he knew I didn’t have one anymore.

      I nodded. “Yes.”

      Mateo beamed, eyes lighting up with his smile.
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