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Introduction 
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Welcome to the intriguing world of The Forgotten Manuscript, the captivating first story in the Bini Science Fiction Series 

In a land where scientific innovation is often overshadowed by historical glory and modern-day skepticism, a peculiar journey begins. Our narrator, driven by a deep-seated desire to challenge the prevailing notion that India lacks scientific pioneers, embarks on an extraordinary quest. This isn't a search for celebrated academics or well-known researchers; it's a heartfelt pursuit of a hidden genius, a "gem from the muddy soil" working in obscurity.

The adventure takes an unexpected turn when a chance encounter with a discarded piece of paper reveals fragments of a brilliant, groundbreaking scientific manuscript. This discovery leads to a mysterious editor and, eventually, to the enigmatic figure known only as 'Bini' – Bighna Nibarana Thakur. Bini is a scientist shrouded in secrecy, whose profound insights and revolutionary concepts challenge the very foundations of known science.

The Forgotten Manuscript invites you to delve into a tale of discovery, dedication, and the relentless pursuit of truth. It's a story that explores the potential of hidden brilliance and the challenges of bringing unrecognized genius to light. As you turn these pages, prepare to question what you know, and perhaps, to believe in the extraordinary possibilities that lie just beyond our sight.
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1. The Slander of Science
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A peculiar slander seems to have spread like an epidemic across our vast and populous country: that science holds little sway here. It's commonly said that the people of this land are inherently lazy, spending their days merely eating and sleeping. Thus, all new scientific discoveries and advancements are supposedly happening in the distant West. This notion is so deeply ingrained that whenever there's a discussion about new technology or scientific progress, the name of foreign lands inevitably comes up. It's as if no one can even conceive of our own country's innovations, or if they do, they are deemed insignificant compared to those from abroad.

Truth be told, the mainstream of modern science prevalent globally today has largely been imported into our country from abroad. From education to research methodologies, even the very foundation of scientific thought seems heavily influenced by the West. But does this imply that our country had no scientific tradition of its own? History reveals that this very India was once a pioneering center of knowledge and science. Mathematics, astronomy, Ayurveda, metallurgy, architecture – in all these fields, our ancestors surpassed many other civilizations on Earth. The invention of zero, the decimal system, algebra, trigonometry – all these were products of our scholars' minds. Mathematicians like Aryabhata, Brahmagupta, and Bhaskara II are still remembered with reverence worldwide. In Ayurveda, the works of Charaka and Sushruta were revolutionary; Sushruta is even called the father of modern surgery. He discovered many complex surgical procedures that no one else in the world had even conceived of at that time. Indian metallurgists possessed extraordinary skill; the Iron Pillar near the Qutub Minar in Delhi has stood for over a thousand years without rusting. Such advanced rust-resistant iron technology was unknown in any other country at that time.

However, over time, this glorious heritage seems to have been lost due to various reasons. Foreign invasions, long colonial rule, political instability, and a lack of social reform – all these factors seemed to break the backbone of our scientific pursuit. Foreign rulers prioritized their own education and science over our indigenous knowledge, imposing it upon us. As a result, our own tradition of knowledge weakened, and we gradually became dependent on foreign sources.

Our current situation is such that from a simple pin to a sophisticated supercomputer, all claims of invention seem to belong to them (foreign nations). While we do produce things by imitating them, there's no original contribution behind those inventions. We have become mere followers, not innovators. This slander has spread far and wide, slowly eroding our self-confidence.

Some even argue that the few individuals in this country who do understand a bit of science and try to make some minor contributions do so not on this soil. Their research, it is said, is confined to large laboratories abroad. It's as if the air and environment of this country are unsuitable for research, and their minds don't open up here. It's even suggested that if they had stayed here, they might not have discovered anything at all. Such comments are nothing but a shameless attempt to belittle our country's talent and capability. When I hear these words, my heart truly sinks. Is there truly no one in this vast ocean of people in our country who can be compared to any scientist from any country in the world? This question gives birth to a deep sense of despair.
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2. Forgotten Glory
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This ancient land of ours, India, was once a beacon of knowledge and science. But that glorious past seems to have faded into oblivion. Whenever someone says, "Science doesn't have much of a presence in this country," my heart rebels. Are the tales of the Vedas and Puranas all false? The texts that contain theories of the universe's creation, complex astronomical calculations, and even atomic concepts – are they merely myths? If so, is 'Shulbasutra' (an ancient Indian mathematical text) false? This ancient treatise, an extraordinary example of geometry and mathematics, which describes complex methods for constructing sacrificial altars – is it merely a coincidence?

And the Indus Valley Civilization? Its urban planning, meticulous architecture, drainage systems – all are indicators of advanced science. Were the remnants of that civilization created by some miraculous means? Or was there profound scientific knowledge and engineering skill behind them? When these questions arise, it feels as if someone is trying to deny our past! Why is the vast treasure of knowledge and science created by our ancestors so neglected today?

Ancient India's pursuit of knowledge was not limited to religious texts or architecture. Mathematics was a source of great pride for us. The invention of zero, the decimal system, and the place-value system – all are contributions from India, without which modern mathematics is unimaginable. Mathematicians like Aryabhata, Brahmagupta, and Bhaskara II made fundamental contributions to algebra, trigonometry, and astronomy that are still recognized worldwide. Aryabhata put forth the concept of Earth's rotation on its axis and its revolution around the Sun, which was discovered in the West many centuries later.

Medical science, or Ayurveda, was another shining example of Indian science. The Charaka Samhita and Sushruta Samhita – these two texts remain invaluable treasures of medical science today. Charaka was a great physician who discussed in detail methods of diagnosis and treatment. Sushruta is considered the father of modern surgery. He described complex surgical procedures, the use of various instruments, and even the concept of plastic surgery, which no one else in the world had even thought of at that time.

In metallurgy too, Indians were unparalleled. The Iron Pillar near the Qutub Minar in Delhi has not rusted despite being exposed to the open sky for nearly 1600 years. This is proof of the extraordinary skill of Indian metallurgists. Such rust-resistant iron technology was not present in any other country at that time. Furthermore, significant advancements were made in ancient India in chemistry, astronomy, navigation, and agricultural science.

But this glorious history seems to have been swallowed by oblivion today. In the modern era, we have failed to preserve that heritage. Instead, we now look towards foreign lands, our attention fixed on what they are discovering, what new technologies they are bringing. We have neglected our own past. Why did this happen? Why did we fall behind despite having such an advanced heritage? There are many reasons behind this. Foreign invasions, long colonial rule, political instability, and the prolonged impact of colonial administration broke the backbone of our scientific pursuit. Foreign rulers did not value our indigenous knowledge but instead imposed their own education and science. As a result, our own stream of knowledge weakened. Today, when we see that everything from a pin to a supercomputer comes from abroad, our hearts sink. We may have once been teachers to the world, but now we have become mere students.
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3. Imported Development
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The current state of science and technology in our country gives rise to a deep sense of despair. From a simple pin to a sophisticated supercomputer, all claims of invention seem to belong to foreign lands. We appear to be merely imitating them. Whatever they discover, we simply produce, but there's no original contribution behind those inventions from our side. This issue has spread like a stigma across our nation.
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