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Orange Flecks
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Collin pressed Kiddy’s head to the top of the locker door, lifting him off his feet. The heel of his hand under the jawline of Kiddy’s metal voice filter, which, like mine, wrapped around his head, wedged the back steel rim into the vent of the locker door.

“We should talk about this rationally,” Kiddy’s filter said in a computerized voice not yet updated for puberty. He was one of the few poor kids that couldn’t afford the updates. On some underfunded socialist program, he had to wait for his free Z-rate upgrade; much like waiting for food, electricity, and water credits. The calm voice filter mismatched with Kiddy’s manic brown eyes, sweaty brown bangs pasted to his brow, and yellow-tinged skin (another unfortunate trait of being poor, not affording the jaundice treatments when taken two months out of your mother’s belly like the rest of us).

Collin punched Kiddy in the gut, folding him in half. 

I’d known Collin since second grade and had never seen him so angry at another student. He wasn’t the only one. A lot of the kids were angry since the McGowan Central High kids transferred to our school due to the explosion. So far authorities didn’t know who set off the bombs but a lot of theories swirled around. The most popular was that the school had the highest test grades in the State. Maybe some parents couldn’t handle poor jaundice kids being smarter than their healthy kids which money had bought. Seems like a waste, right? 
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