
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          Analyzing The Power of a Life in Christ

        

        
        
          A Collection of Biblical Sermons

        

        
        
          Bible Sermons

        

        
          Published by Seminit Publications, 2021.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      ANALYZING THE POWER OF A LIFE IN CHRIST

    

    
      First edition. May 11, 2021.

      Copyright © 2021 Bible Sermons.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8201610043

    

    
    
      Written by Bible Sermons.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
  	
			 

			
		
     It is a distinguishing mark of a true follower of Jesus that he sees his Lord and Master when he is not to be seen by the bodily eye; he sees him intelligently and spiritually; he knows his Lord, discerns his character, apprehends him by faith, gazes upon him with admiration as our first sight of Christ brought us into spiritual life, for we looked unto him and were saved, so it is by the continuance of this spiritual sight of Christ that our spiritual life is consciously maintained.


                            — Charles Spurgeon

      

    


Giving in the Assembly

––––––––
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Hurry everyone, we’re gonna be late; we have to leave by nine o’clock sharp. Oh dear, where’s my wallet? Did anyone see my wallet? Oh wait, there it is – wonder if I have any cash for the offering? Wow, not much, but it’ll do for this week.” Ever find yourself slipping into this pattern?

I was in an assembly many years ago where a brother consistently pulled out his wallet, rummaged through a few bills and got ready as the “bag” approached. Maybe you’re more organized than that but still, you find yourself thinking “I give a lot personally, so I don’t need to put much into the collection this week.” I suggest that, while there are times we may forget, the scriptural pattern is different. The Word of God addresses our giving in the assembly. We are not left to do what we “feel” is best. Giving is a priestly service and, as with all aspects of our priestly service, God’s Word gives guidance – on how to give, how much to give, and where and when to give. Our obedience to this guidance will be a reflection of the depth of our appreciation for the One Who freely gave His all for us.

A Priestly Service

One of the great privileges we have as a believer-priest in a local assembly is to serve the Lord in giving. In Philippians 4:15-17, it is the local assembly collectively that communicates with Paul about giving. This was possible because of the priestly exercise of individual believers to give in their own local assembly. Their giving was appreciated by heaven as “an odor of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God.”

Giving with a sense of obligation will not result in “a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God.” Obligatory giving of anything brings no joy or reward to the giver and no glory to God.

If we consider the Macedonian believers, we see that what made their financial gift a priestly service was that, according to Paul, “they first gave themselves to the Lord” (2Cor 8:5). Before we give financially, there must be a willing heart reflected in giving first of ourselves. We are not surprised at the heart of the Psalmist, in his desire to give back to the Lord as he reflects on the goodness of God in His deliverance, exclaiming “What shall I render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me?” (Psa 116:12).

We would appreciate that priestly service in giving is not confined to dollars and cents, but also embraces our time, talent, and already purchased material blessing. Our late brother Arnold Adams reminded us, “what is mine is yours if I need it.” The converse is also true. That’s how it is in God’s things. However, it is the financial aspect of giving that we are thinking of particularly. If what I give in the assembly is a direct reflection of my spiritual level of worship (and it is), where would I be on a scale of 1 to 10?

It is important to note that the apostle Paul links the monetary

offering of the saints in 1 Corinthians 16:2 with “the first day of the week (each week).” The principle presented is that it was to be a regular part of the worship of the saints on the Lord’s Day. Also important is the fact that it was the saints who gave the offering – the general collection in an audience of believers and unbelievers has no Scriptural precedence. “The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord” (Prov 15:8; 21:27).

A Proportionate Subdividing

I must confess that, with a fluctuating weekly, monthly, and yearly income, I was not as careful in earlier years in calculating the exact percentage that I felt before the Lord was appropriate for me to give each Lord’s Day. More recently, I have sought to practice and teach a more disciplined approach to dispersing what God has given. The principles of Malachi 3:10-11 are helpful. The Lord says, “bringing all your tithes into the storehouse.” No required percentage for giving is specified in the NT, but I would suggest (and it’s only that) that 10% is an appropriate place to start. If it was commanded under law, should we give less in this age of grace?

Paul says, “let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him” (1 Cor 16:2). The expression “as God hath prospered,” while translated various ways, is passive and conveys the thought of “being led in a good way.” We learn that, as God’s blessings increase, so should the percentage we give. Again, while we give as the Lord has prospered, it would seem that our decided percentage should all be given in the assembly of God. I feel that personal and family exercise to help in the work of the Lord should be over and above the decided weekly giving in the assembly.

The Bible teaches that Christian giving should also be done in accordance with our means: “For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not (2Cor 8:12).

A Personal Sacrifice

It is not always a matter of how much I give, but rather how much of what the Lord has so graciously given to me do I retain for myself?

Our giving is to be inspired by Christ’s inexpressible gift (2Cor 8:9). Christ’s self-giving is the standard for our giving. Sometimes we try to get by with giving as little as possible to the Lord. The language of David comes to mind. “Neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the LORD my God of that which doth cost me nothing” (2 Sam 24:24). Do you try to get by with giving as little as possible to the Lord, or do you give in view of the Lord’s costly sacrifice?

Principles Stated

No portion is as rich in principles for giving in the assembly as 2 Corinthians 8 and 9. The Macedonians gave:

Spiritually – In response to the “grace of God bestowed” (v1)

Selflessly and single-mindedly (v2) Spontaneously: no outside pressure (v3) Sacrificially: “first gave themselves” (v5) Sincerely (v7)

Sensibly (v12)

I suggest that a genuine knowledge of “the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2Cor 8:9) removes from our heart any reluctance to give in the assembly. Remember, it isn’t the amount that counts. When we hand over our meager resources to God as a sacrifice on the altar of faith and service to others, it is exciting to realize that, in His powerful hand, their yield is abundant. Someone has rightly said that “true value lies not in the possession of a thing, but in the use we

make of it.”

Stewardship of Giving: Resources

––––––––
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Is it really mine? Recently, sitting in an airplane watching others board, some with more bags than they could carry, a fellow passenger paraphrased a verse of Scripture, saying, “We bring nothing into this world when we are born and we take nothing with us when we

die”(1Tim 6:7). Then she added, “But in between, we strive to

acquire all that we can!” Reflecting on that comment brings a twinge of guilt. In reality, many of us have fallen into that western-culture mindset and have far more than we need. We often justify our acquisitions, in that we do give of our resources at times, when we have extra. And for those who live in lands of certain liberties, acquiring is a constitutional right. However, is it a God-given right?

In considering the subject of stewardship in giving, it may be enlightening to see from the Scriptures what really belongs to me. For some of us, it was Norman Crawford who taught us the value of the law of first mention in our Bibles. So, it is in Genesis 1:1 that we read these familiar yet foundational words: “In the beginning God

created the heavens and the earth.” And in 1:31, “And God saw

everything that He had made, and, behold it was very good.” These 31 verses record the six days of the creation of all things. This included the crown of the creation of God, man, who was made in the image of God, after the likeness of God. However, when the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life (2:7), the man (Adam) did not rise to his feet, survey the wonder of the creation around him and say, “Mine, mine. It’s all mine!” No, his understanding was that which David would write in Psalm 24:1.“The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.” In Genesis 1:26, 28, God defined the man’s role in the world. He would “let them have dominion ... upon the earth (Psa 8:5-8). Adam knew that the dominion that he had been given was not ownership, but stewardship. And he understood that the stewardship given to him was more than just preserving that which had been placed under his care. The command from the LORD was, “Be fruitful, and multiply and replenish the earth, and subdue it” (1:22). It is in these early verses of the Word of God that we learn an important principle: owners have rights, and stewards have responsibilities. We see that the man’s responsibility was not to be a consumer of all that God had given to be under his control, but to be an administrator.

Paul told the Corinthians that it is required in stewards that a man be found faithful (1Cor 4:2). Stewardship acknowledges, in practice, that we do not have the right of control over ourselves or our possessions. The Lord Jesus taught this lesson in the parable of the talents (Matt 25), where “a man” delivered (entrusted) to his own servants his goods. That an evaluation of ability (faithfulness) was made by the man is seen in the story, and accordingly, a distribution was made to three individuals. It is also understood that the man did not expect each of his servants to produce the same results. But he did expect them to be faithful with what they had been given. To some, this could be considered a test of loyalty. To others, it is seen as a time of opportunity. A present blessing is seen in the willing and active service of the two who were diligent in their investing. As with believers today, the happiest and most fulfilling days of our lives are those spent faithfully serving God. That there is a future benefit to being faithful is also seen in the words of the lord to the two at his return. “Well done, good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.” Sadly, we also learn that the lack of investing brought total loss to the servant whose interests were kept in the earth.

It would seem that an appreciation of the one who had given the

talents determined the servants’ responses. It is interesting that the assessment was not made in relation to the amount returned, but rather the amount invested. This is seen on another occasion in the temple, where the Lord Jesus watched the rich men casting their gifts into the treasury (Luke 21:1-4). He also saw a poor widow casting in two mites. And He said, “Of a truth this poor widow hath cast in more than they all: For all these have of their abundance cast into the offerings of God: but she of her penury (poverty) hath cast in all the living that she had.” If they even noticed her, the crowd in the temple would have done so with disgust, as she had given so little in their eyes. But the true assessor knew the sacrifice she had made.

There is a danger of hoarding our resources as seen in 1 Timothy 6, where Paul writes (v17) “Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high-minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; that they do good, (v18) that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute (give) and willing to communicate (share).” Jim Allen helps us understand

these verses when he writes, “The misunderstanding and misuse of this verse (v17) among many believers is a serious matter. We are certainly not entitled to use (riches) as an excuse for vulgar ostentatious display of wealth, or the sensual gratification of luxurious taste in homes, dress, eating, or holidays (vacations) under the plea that God has given it to us ‘to enjoy’! This is almost a perversion of this Scripture. The enjoyment is obviously spiritual delight in the right use of wealth as defined in the statement of verse 18.”

The faithful steward serves only the interests of his Lord. Every believer is accountable for all that has been entrusted to him, and our returning Lord is worthy of that faithful service.



Stewardship of Giving: Giving to Charities

––––––––
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The dictionary defines a charity as an institution engaged in relief of the poor. The need of the poor and care for the poor are age-old concerns. The law given to Moses gives divine sanction for providing for those needs. Farmers were instructed to leave the corners of their fields for the poor to reap, as well as to leave grapes on the vine (Lev 19:9-10). Ruth, the Moabitess, was able to benefit from that provision when coming to Bethlehem-Judah (Ruth 2). References in the NT also provide evidence of giving to the poor (e.g. John 13:29; Gal 2:10; 6:10). Thus, there is ample Scriptural support for believers to provide for the poor. Many avenues are available to do so, including use of recognized charities. It is important, however, to put that in perspective. The record of John 12 relates the commendation of Mary of Bethany for her wholehearted devotion to the Lord Jesus, Who then rebukes those who claimed to have a greater interest in the needs of the poor. There is no greater occupation than worship; everything else, though valuable, must take a secondary place.

There are two related questions that arise. What charities should a believer support, and, to what extent should support be given? In 1940 in the US, there were 12,500 secular charities; there are now over 700,000. In addition, there are numerous foundations that support research for specific disease and health-related conditions. How does one choose an entity worthy of support? What Biblical principles will help in these decisions?

Galatians 6:10 encourages us to “do good to all men,” but also establishes the priority “especially unto them who are of the

household of faith.” The same verse instructs, “as we have therefore

opportunity.” Christians are to be characterized by love (charity),

kindness, goodness, and willingness to “bear one another’s burdens” (Gal 5:22; 6:2). Thus, we are admonished to share, as we have opportunity, what God has given to us. However, we should avoid supporting an organization that fosters or promotes a lifestyle that is contrary to Biblical instruction or principles (1Thes 5:22). We would also likely avoid those organizations that use professional fundraisers and thus diminish the percentage of gift that is actually used for the stated purpose. (A review of the organization’s website may give helpful information.)

We should never be seen as rigid, narrow-minded people who are unwilling to provide help to the community or to those in particular need. The apostle was willing to be made all things to all people that by all means he might see some saved (2Cor 9:22). We, too, should make use of every opportunity to make contacts that can be used by the Spirit of God for eternal blessing. We do well, however, to recognize that although our contributions may be helpful, they will never totally resolve the ills of society. The Lord Jesus stated that

“the poor you have with you always” (John 12:8). The problems and

concerns for the poor and needy indeed remain to our day.

A word of caution: charities operate under the principle that a person who has already donated is more likely to give again than one who has not. Thus, if you give, be prepared to be inundated with further requests.



The Parable of the Unjust Steward: The True Value of Money

––––––––
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The culture of 21st-century North American idolizes money and wealth. The exponential growth of casinos, lottery schemes, fantasy sports, and preoccupation with the lives of rich celebrities all reflect a society that worships money. The Christian is not immune to the desire to accumulate wealth. However, in the Parable of the Unjust Steward (Luke 16:1-14) the Lord gives us the proper perspective on money. We learn that money is not an end in itself, but rather a test of faithfulness. Money’s true value lies in its potential to be used for eternal purposes.

DIFFICULTY OF THE PARABLE

This is one of the more difficult parables to interpret. Expositors have puzzled over the Lord’s commendation of a man using corrupt business practices. One interpretation of the master’s commendation is that the parable should be understood in the context of the business practices of the day. The Jews were forbidden to charge interest on loans to fellow Jews (Exo 22:25). However, this prohibition was circumvented by drafting notes for a higher face amount including the interest. So, a man wishing to borrow 50 bushels of wheat might sign a note to repay 60 bushels. By this method, the creditor earned a return while avoiding the technical prohibition against charging interest. Under this interpretation, the steward effectively called the notes and had them rewritten for the original debt, excluding the interest amounts. The master could not protest the amounts without admitting to unlawful practices. The steward thus won the favor of the debtors and the commendation from his master for his shrewdness.

A second interpretation is that perhaps the unjust steward used his own funds to make up the difference to his master. So, the debtors received a discount, but the master received full payment. The master is able to rightly commend the unjust servant, as he was not harmed.

This interpretation has the advantage of being most consistent with the conclusions the Lord draws about wealth beginning in verse 9. However, the text is silent on this point.

While some parables are rich in symbolism (i.e., Parable of the Sower), others are designed to highlight a single truth. Perhaps the Lord told this parable to emphasize a singular point: the importance of using money to achieve future benefits. While the parable commends the man for his shrewdness in using money to secure his future, the Lord clearly condemns the man as a “dishonest manager.”

MEANING OF THE PARABLE

The wisdom of the steward is that he used his position and wealth to prepare for the future (v9). The Lord is teaching His disciples that, like the shrewd manager, they should use their present resources to accumulate eternal riches. Christians are to use money for spiritual purposes as wisely as the world uses it for temporary gain.

The true value of money lies in its potential to be used to make

“eternal friends.” By using our resources to fund gospel outreach and to assist fellow believers, we make friends for heaven. The great value of money is that it can be used to finance God’s work on earth, financing missionaries, funding Bible translations, building new halls, helping believers in need. Those saved and blessed through our funds will welcome us into heaven.

How marvelous that what is temporary and transient can be used for

God’s eternal glory! The Lord calls on us to use “unrighteous mammon” for His purposes. Mammon is a transliteration of an

Aramaic word referring to wealth. By calling it “unrighteous,” the Lord is saying that money itself has no moral value. The Pharisees had made riches an evidence of God’s blessing and a sign of personal righteousness. The Lord reminds them that money has no intrinsic worth; its real value lies only in its eternal potential. Furthermore, there is a limited time period in which money can be deployed for

eternal purposes. There will come a time when “it fails,” when the

opportunity to invest the funds is gone.

LESSONS FROM THE PARABLE

The Lord uses this parable to teach a number of lessons about money which are contrary to our 21st century way of thinking.

Lesson No.1 – Money is not true riches (vv10-11). Earthly wealth is only a testing ground to prove whether or not we can be trusted with real riches. Earthly riches are temporary and transient; true riches are received in eternity. How we use our money, either for self-

fulfillment or for God’s purposes, will determine our capacity to

receive real, eternal riches.

Lesson No. 2 – Money is not our own (v12). The Lord upends conventional thinking. We say that “if a man can’t handle his own

things he is not fit to handle the things of others.” The Lord reverses this by saying if we can’t manage the things of others we can’t be entrusted with true wealth of our own. In doing so He reveals that earthly wealth is not our own but “another’s.” It has been entrusted to us by God. It is a stewardship. We are accountable for how we use it. If we fail in our stewardship of earthly resources which are God’s, then we are unfit to receive our own eternal riches.

Lesson No. 3 – Money can become our master (v13). Money has a particular danger. It can become our master, controlling our lives and making us independent of God. It can become the over-arching goal of our lives. Some believers sacrifice Scriptural principles for financial gain, only to experience spiritual loss for themselves and their family. The Lord warns that it is impossible to serve both God and mammon. We can serve one or the other, but not both.

The key lesson of this parable, then, is that money’s real value lies in its potential to be used for eternal purposes. By faithful use of our earthly resources we can translate our money into eternal riches.



The Stewardship of Giving: 2 Corinthians 8-9

––––––––
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Paul visited Corinth, the capital of Achaia (Acts 18), on his second missionary journey and remained there for 18 months. From there, he went to Ephesus where he wrote his first letter. It is likely that the second letter was written from Macedonia soon after the first, quite possibly in the Spring and Autumn of 57A.D.

Objectives in writing the second epistle:


	The Reassurance of Paul’s interest in the saints at Corinth

	His Rejoicing at their reaction to his first letter

	His Recommendation in relation to their gift

	The Reaffirmation of his desire to visit them again



Unlike the first epistle, and indeed other Church epistles, there is no easily seen structure in the presentation of truth. In his helpful commentary, Mr. Albert McShane uses an interesting word – the

“telescopic” development of truth, where one aspect of truth blends into the other following it.


	The Issues of his feelings for the Corinthians (ch 1-7)

	The Importance of feelings for others (ch 8-9)

	The Innermost feelings of his own heart (ch 10-13)



Broadly speaking, the chapters before us (8 and 9) have to do with the subject of giving.

Chapter 8


	Exercise in giving (vv1-8)

	Example of giving (v9)

	Exhortation to giving (vv11-14)

	Executives of giving (vv15-24)



Chapter 9


	The Expense of giving (vv1-7)

	The Expanse of giving (vv8-12)

	The Experience of giving (vv13-14)

	The Extent of giving (v15)



In chapter 8, grace was seen in their salvation, and was now to be seen in their service. Examples are provided in the case of the Macedonian Christians and of the Lord Himself. They had enjoyed liberality in all things, therefore it was incumbent upon them to demonstrate this to others (v7). It was not Paul’s intention to enforce this collection on them, for they were free to do as they wished (v8). Genuine love which demonstrates itself in liberality cannot be the product of pressure. As an apostle, he could have commanded, but he refrained and spoke, instead with affectionate diplomacy.

Nothing can gainsay the example of the Lord Jesus (v9). His gracious act of impoverishment was supreme. It was as personal as it was powerful, thus the repetition of “For your sakes ... that ye.” He became poor when he was rich. His deity was hidden in His riches; His manhood was apparent in His poverty. He lost nothing of His infinite riches when He assumed poverty. His pre-existence is clearly taught here. Giving is not a command (even from an apostle); it is a response from the heart. It is evidence of depth and sincerity of love

– not just the depth of the desire, but the (forwardness) diligence in fulfilling the desire; not just the attitude but also the action.

If in verses 7 and 8 we have the Exhortation to practical giving, in verse 9 we have the Example of perfect giving. In verses 10-11, Expediency in priority to giving; in verses 12-15, Equality in the proportion of giving and in verses 16-23, an Emphasis on proper administrators when giving.

They abounded in faith, utterance, knowledge, diligence and love. Now they were to abound in this grace also.

We have to pause at verse 9 – what a verse! “For ye know” – historically (1Cor 15:3), personally (1Cor 1:24), but now practically “the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ” (KJV). Notice some of His riches:

Romans 2:4 – Riches of His goodness – materially, patiently.

Ephesians 1 and 2 – Riches of His grace – our position. “In whom we have redemption, through His blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Eph 1:7, KJV) and our prospect: “That in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us” (Eph 2:7, KJV).

Romans 9:23 – Riches of His glory – Eternally, Creatorially, Bodily, Sacrificially, Rightfully (King of Israel), Judicially (Son of man).

“Yet for your sakes He became poor” – Riches of His deity to the poverty of His humanity; Author of life to the taster of death (Heb 2:9, KJV).

His and Ye – His poverty and our riches. Note the contrasts. Swaddling Bands and Robes of righteousness

No Room and A Prepared Place Cattleshed and Mansion of Glory

Show Me a penny and An Inheritance Incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away

Crown of Thorns and Crown of Diadems

Lesson – The supreme example of giving (Christ) should be what motivates us to give. My giving shouldn’t be measured as a percentage of my income or my relative wealth, or my giving

compared to my brethren. It should be regulated by my appreciation of His poverty that I might be rich.

In verses 10-11 he urges them to be diligent – to be forward – in their giving: Desire with Diligence; Attitude accompanied by Action; Purpose becoming Performance.

“Out of that which he hath,” not what I might hope to have through my own efforts or wisdom in investment.

In verse 12, he emphasizes that we should have a “willing mind.” It is an echo of verse 7 where he is emphasizing that it is not a command, but a compulsion out of worship. “It is accepted according as a man hath” (his or her ability, KJV). Here it relates to giving, but the principle should be applied to time and talents.

An interesting picture is introduced in verse 15 with the manna. Here was something that was not a luxury but a basic necessity of life (food). They gathered every day – no hoarding or it

smelled. Everyone gathered – some more, some less – and yet it was meted out, an homer for every soul. Surely there are lessons in this picture.

In verse 16, Paul gives thanks to God for having put care in the heart of Titus – the diligence of Titus (more forward, same word). I take it there were two brethren as well as Titus (vv18-24). The first brother is described by: “Whose praise is in the gospel,” and, “and not only

that,” he had the confidence of others, (note “churches” KJV). Is the grace spoken of here that of giving or of distribution of gifts? It underlines for us that honesty is of utmost importance, both before God and men! “Again often times diligent and now much more diligent (KJV)” describes the second brother. They are called messengers (or apostles?) of the churches and the glory of Christ.

The Blessedness of Giving

––––––––
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We do well to understand that authentic Biblical Christianity is supremely paradoxical. We Christians see the invisible, believe the impossible, and understand the inscrutable. We are strong when we are weak, we forsake to have, and the more we die, the more we live.

As if to highlight this principle, when the Holy Spirit directs the writer of Acts to record the only extra statement of Christ not recorded in the gospels, it expresses yet one more of Christianity’s great paradoxes: “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35, KJV). Think about it. Giving is happier than getting.

How contrary to worldly wisdom! How different from the materialistic culture all around us, whose values were exposed in a 2007 survey by the Pew Research Centre, which revealed that 64% of 18 to 25-year-olds say their number one goal is to become rich.

To understand how giving can be more blessed than getting, we need to think deeply about the counterintuitive principles of Christianity, remembering that the “wisdom of this world” works in a totally

differently way to the “wisdom of God.” Only someone truly converted and indwelt by the Holy Spirit can enter into the divine concept of “the blessedness of giving.”

The Nature of Giving

Giving is more blessed than receiving because it reflects the unselfish spirit of Christ, the One who gave His all for us (2Cor 8:9). By its very nature, giving resembles and imitates a generous God.

In receiving a gift, one naturally feels loved, appreciated and blessed. But the greater pleasure experienced in the act of giving – when done with pure motives, not looking for anything in return – comes from an inner knowledge that one is acting in the likeness of deity, rising higher than the selfish ways of the flesh within, and living in the good of eternal values.

When we give, we know we are investing in what really matters, using our possessions wisely for the One from Whom we received them.

Since absorption with self ultimately leads to emptiness and misery, thinking of and giving to others will lead to the blessedness in spirit of which the Lord spoke, and what the old divines used to call being “enriched with divine grace.”

The Results of Giving

Giving is also more blessed than receiving because of its results. Receiving a gift begets no treasure in heaven, but giving a gift does (Matt 6:10-20). God is no man’s debtor. Though every act of giving is its own reward, the Lord promises to actually recompense the giver! He could have issued an absolute command for us to give; a bare demand based on duty alone. Instead, He graciously invites us to give with the prospect of receiving a reward (though love for Him, not reward, must be our motive): “Give, and it shall be given to you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall be given into your bosom: for with the same measure with which ye mete it shall be measured to you again” (Luke 6:38, JND).

“The liberal soul shall be made fat” (Prov 11:25, KJV). “And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward” (Matt 10:42, KJV).

The “prosperity gospel” has twisted these texts, and tells its followers to “sow a seed” and expect to become rich, wrongly supposing that

“gain is godliness” (1Tim 6:5, KJV). But the reward the Bible promises to the giver is not necessarily a gift in kind. In any case, even if the Lord blesses a generous giver with financial reward, such a weightier stewardship is only given so that he or she can give back yet more to Him. When the Philippians gave to Paul, they were assured that the Lord would supply all their needs, not any selfish wants (Phil 4:19). The general emphasis on “reward for giving” in the Bible is two-fold: joy and blessedness of soul in this life, and recompense and reward in the next. For example, for hospitality shown to people who can’t return the favor, the Lord promised “thou shalt be blessed ... for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just” (Luke

14:14, KJV).

In thanking the Philippians for their financial support, the apostle Paul wrote, “Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account” (Phil 4:17, KJV). This is high ground indeed. When the gift was handed to Paul, he was thinking of the recompense the givers would receive at the judgment seat, rather than the blessing he enjoyed in receiving it. His natural feelings of gratitude were lost in the greater joy of knowing the Philippians would be rewarded for their generosity!

In summary, the blessedness of giving can be boiled down to this: joy in this life, and recompense in the next. These two aspects are highlighted by Paul who stated that giving involves the giver, “laying hold ... on eternal life” now (1Tim 6:19, KJV), as well as amassing a treasure fund of dividends in heaven for the future.

Not convinced? Ask the widow whose act of giving her all has been forever inscribed on the pages of Holy Scripture. Ask the woman whose generous sacrifice of costly ointment has been preached throughout the world. Ask the unnamed boy whose lunch was used by Christ to feed the multitudes. Ask any believer who has supported gospel work, funded gospel tents and halls, printed tracts, given away Bibles, and provided room and board for the Lord’s servants, if they have any regrets. Nothing equals the joy of knowing souls have been saved and the Lord’s work furthered by fellowship given.

Oh, the blessedness of giving!

We lose what on ourselves we spend, We have as treasure without end, Whatever Lord to Thee we lend – Who givest all.



Stewardship of Giving: The Financial Costs of Missionary Work

I had a colleague in the school where I taught many years ago who asked me what it cost in monetary terms to win a soul for Christ. It does cost money to carry on gospel work, but our small sacrifice could never be compared to what it cost our God to provide eternal salvation. The merchant who was seeking goodly pearls sold all that he had in order to buy one pearl of great price (Matt 13:45-46). The parable speaks to us of a giving God, the One who gave the very best of heaven for sinners like ourselves.

Prices for goods and services almost never go down; they go up. This means that we need to be checking our own budgets to make sure that we are giving more towards the rising costs of spreading the gospel. We belong to the Lord, spirit, soul and body. We should acknowledge that great truth in every department of our lives, including the use of our money. It may be true that many believers do not take giving to the Lord’s work or needy people seriously, but generosity of spirit and sharing resources should characterize earnest believers. God has opened His hand for us in freely providing salvation, and He expects us, as His children, to be sharing and caring. This is a very high standard, but by the grace of God, we can rise to the challenge. Our lives are short, opportunities to help in the spread of the gospel are passing, and we are exhorted, “As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith” (Gal 6:10, KJV).

God’s servants in every part of the world face the same realities of

rising prices. It costs more to print gospel tracts than it used to. Gasoline to drive into the back country with the gospel is more expensive. The car wears out and has to be replaced. The family needs three meals a day, a roof over their head, clothing for the children, and air fares to help them visit the homeland. They have gone forth in dependence upon the Lord to provide all their needs, but God uses His people to support their work spiritually and materially. Missionaries overseas do everything that they can to mitigate the costs of living abroad but the costs keep rising. Wherever it is at all possible, the Lord’s servants do well to let the local believers build or obtain their own meeting place. The locals do best when they support themselves, but the missionaries look to the homeland believers to support them.

It is a challenging task to spread the gospel in a world that is departing farther and farther away from God. Satan is busy trying to tear down whatever is of God. This is where homeland support is critical. A missionary in a far-off land is lifted in spirit when encouragement arrives via email, or when a birthday gift arrives in the mail for their child. Many homeland believers love to hear accounts of success from foreign fields, but there are many missionaries who refrain from telling of days of discouragement when things are not going well in the work that they are trying to do for the Lord.

Homeland Christians can be fickle in their support of the servants of the Lord. Faithfulness in carrying out God’s will in the service of the Lord should be recognized by homeland believers. Some fields are very hard places to preach the gospel. It is important that the homeland believers try to understand the conditions, whether they be spiritual or material, in order to be able to pray and support the work more intelligently. Those believers who are well taught in the Word of God will want to support and encourage those who engage in teaching the truth of God (Gal 6:6).

It would be interesting to estimate the cost of living for a missionary family in a far-off land. Prices of food, clothing, and shelter would probably be comparable to the homeland. We would need to think about air transportation, the cost of fuel for vehicles, rental for buildings, educational costs, and medical costs; the total would probably shock us. It is true that God will provide for His servants, but we must remember that God uses His people in the homelands to provide for His servants.

Paul was fulsome in his thanks to the Philippians (4:14-19) for their practical fellowship gifts. Their gifts had a spiritual dimension. They were sacrifices because they had cost something, and their motives were the highest because they were giving to the Lord. Their giving was not just a “one off” event, but they remembered God’s servant repeatedly. Paul was imprisoned in Rome when their gifts arrived, so it was a wonderful expression of their love and fellowship with him in his time of need. The first chapter of Philippians shows how the assembly was participating in the spread of the gospel through their prayers and faithful remembrance of God’s servant. “I have you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds and the defense and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace” (Phil 1:7, KJV).

Stewardship of Giving: How Much Should I Give?

––––––––
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This is one of those questions where many of us, for a variety of reasons, wish there was a nice, simple answer. The fact is, there isn’t. Some suggest that tithing from the OT should be our guide for giving in the Church Age, but this is simply not supported by Scripture. Tithing was, if anything, more akin to our modern taxation than to the freewill giving that should mark us as the people of

God. While the New Testament certainly provides very direct, forceful teaching on the grace of giving, there is no mandatory ratio provided as the “required” amount to give. Rather, as in many areas of Christian living, we are left to search for Scriptural principles to apply, and then ask the Lord for guidance and burden of heart to implement these principles for His glory.

Stewardship

Possibly the most important principle to remember when it comes to the question of giving is that all “my” money is essentially the Lord’s. It is entrusted to me as a stewardship to use for His honor – it is not mine. It’s not that I must designate some fixed percentage as “the Lord’s” and then be free to spend the rest on myself as I see fit. I am accountable to the Lord for how I manage 100% of the money he entrusts to me – not just 10% of it (as some suggest with tithing) or some other fixed proportion. The real question therefore is not really “how much of my money should I give to the Lord?” but rather,

“how much of the Lord’s money that He has entrusted to me must I keep to meet my needs?”

Giving as a Priority

One OT concept that does offer us a good guide for giving is the law of firstfruits. God does not get what’s left over after all other obligations (and desires) have been addressed. Our first thought and our highest priority with every financial decision we face should be

“how can this situation be used to address my responsibility to give

to the Lord and provide for the support of His work and workers?”

Strategic and Systematic Giving

Second Corinthians 9:7 (ESV) says: “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart.” This means that giving should be a deliberate, thoughtful, conscious act, planned in advance, and then carried through methodically. There has likely never been a time when this principle is more critically important than it is today. In our electronic world, most money flows into and out of our bank accounts without us ever touching it. Pay checks are direct-deposited, payments are directly withdrawn, and the vast majority of major spending decisions are made well in advance of actually earning the money to honor them. In this environment, if giving is not a priority, and is not consciously and deliberately planned, then it is not very likely to occur. The Lord will end up with the dregs (if that), as everything else will have already been committed elsewhere. It is critically important for each of us to carefully consider the importance of giving, first to the Lord, and then to deliberately and systematically set aside a pre- determined portion for the Lord and His work. Treat it like a tax or a mortgage payment or a retirement savings deduction. Make it deliberate and systematic, and then make everything else fall into line behind it.

Spontaneous Giving

In addition to our structured, systematic giving, we should also have a heart that is ready and willing to spontaneously respond to specific needs that may arise. “If anyone has this world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him?”(1John 3:17, ESV). James states a similar point with more stinging emphasis when he writes, “if a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and filled,’ without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that?” (James 2:15-16, ESV).

Whenever a specific need crosses my path, and it is within my ability to immediately address it and help, my response should be spontaneous and generous. We should give “not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2Cor 9:7, ESV).

Sacrificial Giving

Perhaps the most searching NT principle to govern our behavior in these matters is that of sacrificial giving.  Paul writes of the

Macedonian Christians that “their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord” (2Cor 8:2-3). It is very searching to ask myself, “When did I last give to the Lord and His

work to such a degree that it actually hurt, so that my decision to give actually resulted in a deliberate inconvenience or hardship in my own life?” For many of us, the fact is, whatever giving we practice generally does not compromise the relative ease of our ongoing lifestyles. The ultimate example used by Paul in verse 9 of that same chapter (2 Corinthians 8, ESV) is that of our Lord Jesus: “You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you by His poverty might become rich.” He is our supreme example in sacrificial giving.

Proportional Giving

Every believer should be active in giving – even those who feel they have very little to give. It is a principle of Scripture that “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much” (Luke 16:10 KJV). As we are faithful with whatever little the Lord entrusts to our stewardship, he will see to it that our resources increase, not to squander them on ourselves, but to use for His honor. As financial resources increase, remember that giving must also increase. In teaching the Corinthian believers about giving as an assembly, Paul instructs them, “Let every one of you lay by him in store, as God

hath prospered him” (1Cor 16:2, ESV).

Conclusion

Every one of us is going to give account to our risen Lord for our stewardship over our material resources. The fact that tithing does not apply in the NT does not relieve us of the obligation of giving systematically and liberally to the Lord and His work. I cannot just set aside some fixed portion of my income, and then spend the rest with reckless abandon without fear of a guilty conscience. Rather, the teaching of the NT should motivate us to ensure that we are contributing as much as we can to the Lord and to His work.

Everything the Lord entrusts to me is ultimately His, and the highest and best use for it is to maximize its use for eternal glory.



Giving to the Lord – First Giving Our Selves, Then Our Substance

Giving to support the work of the gospel in your own country differs only in practice from giving to the Lord in general. The idea conjures up all sorts of practical suggestions, but efforts to push the gospel, even at great personal sacrifice, that do not have a sound scriptural basis are no more the result of true exercise before the Lord, than commitments of the unsaved to sundry causes (Have you ever talked to a politician’s wife?).

Giving Our Selves

The old principle of the giving of self before the giving of substance still holds.In both O. T. and N. T. days the secret of happiness is self- denial and the willingness to share, whether it is in life, marriage, the local assembly, or the gospel.

The greatest care we can show for sinners is to bring them the gospel. Giving for gospel work does not exist in isolation, however, but is part of a spectrum. Nevertheless, some general comments will help put that aspect of giving in perspective.Before we give to the gospel we should want others to know the One we know, the way Andrew brought Peter (John 1:42) and the way Naaman testified before seeking to give (II Kings 5:15.) Giving becomes an easy proposition if a Christian has eyes on the Lord and is fully convinced that giving is to the Lord alone. Likewise, and this is very important, a hearty attitude about giving is fostered by a conviction that the preacher of the gospel has a right to live off the gospel (II Thess 3:9).

Giving glorifies the gospel, brings joy to the giver, and increases the ability of the giver to give more. It is however, a Christian responsibility only, just as an Israelite (Lev 22:25) was not to offer anything from the hand of a stranger. Wisdom, however, is required to know when to graciously accept the goodwill of the unsaved (perhaps land for a tent) and when to refuse (if the unregenerate think they gain merit by donating).

Giving to gospel work at home yields a wider range of practical opportunities than other fields. Not only is it possible to give funds, but also to share possessions with the Lord. The Scriptures give us patterns of giving that include hospitality, charity, prayer, family, career, time, and funds.

Hospitality includes the sharing of both a house and a home. The Shunam-mite woman of 2 Kings 4 set aside a table, stool, bed, and candlestick, typifying various ways we can share our property to help the gospel. Lazarus, Mary, and Martha, on the other hand, illustrate the way we can give our homes to the gospel, by welcoming preachers with refreshment and fellowship, and hence encouragement.

Charity enhances the gospel. Think of the goodwill Dorcas engendered by her giving to the poor (Acts 9). How obligated were they to listen to the gospel when Peter came? While we don’t want

“rice Christians” – those who only come for handouts, we should be vigilant to seek out the truly needy cases because a habit of helping others adorns the gospel.

Prayer, whether for preachers or sinners, involves denial of self and devotion of attention to something greater. When Aaron and Hur held up the hands of Moses (Ex 17) were they not as much a part of the battle as Joshua in the field? It was one battle and all were vital.

Giving Our Family

Giving one’s family to the gospel can be painful, as Hannah knew when she gave her child to the Lord, where he lived for God in a profane environment. Geoffrey Bull’s in-laws, consenting to give

their daughter in marriage, said, “We have decided to give her to the Lord,” not just to Geoffrey Bull.

Giving Our Career

Giving a career to the Lord can be painful too, especially in a world that treasures earthly promotions. The decision of a young Doctor Darling to forgo a lucrative, prestigious career in London to stay instead with a small assembly in unknown Lurgan had results, both at home and abroad, known only to God. Many today are reaping the benefits of a young doctor’s giving.

Giving Our Time

Time is in short supply today, because we have to slave so hard to afford so many labor-saving devices, but it is one of the greatest things we can give to the furtherance of the gospel. The amount of time we give to something betrays our hearts (Remember those courtship days?) Getting involved in the preaching of the gospel and attending special efforts are obvious forms of giving that please the Lord, but giving time to the unsaved pleases Him too. In a material world, where so many children “have everything,” giving time to Sunday School scholars can be more meaningful than the traditional material “prize” that meant so much in the days of the Great Depression.

Giving Our Substance

Finally, we can give money. Maybe I’ve left it to the last because you were expecting it to be first! It is, of course, vital.

There are two aspects to consider: gathering funds and using funds.

Gathering funds is simplified by using the scriptural teaching of

setting aside the Lord’s portion first, on a weekly basis. The writer and his wife, as newly-weds, found it easiest to do this by setting up a separate bank account for the Lord’s work (and typical of youth we

gave it a fancy O. T. name we still use!) into which was put the Lord’s portion as soon as we had any increase. Whether it was salary, stipends, interest (that proved to be a small one!), gifts or inheritances (we wish!), the Lord’s portion went in first, before any other expenses were met, and the process was relatively painless. If a believer waits to see how much is left at the end of the month, there will always be a struggle to give to the gospel more than a pittance.

Having assembled funds, how should they be used? This depends on exercise, which is the result of seeking God’s mind, but we can give to those who preach the gospel and to the expenses of propagating the gospel, in addition to enhancing the other types of giving outlined above. Much is on an occasional basis, as God lays needs on our hearts, but it is also a blessing to give to specific needs on a regular, ongoing basis.

Giving for the gospel in these various ways is faithfulness which will be rewarded in a coming day by His, “Well done,” but it also brings its own reward here and now.



Giving: Stewardship of Financial Resources

––––––––
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God has entrusted every Christian with a bounty of financial resources that He commands us to manage wisely and, ultimately, for His glory. A portion of the funds available to us must be used to support ourselves and our families. The Apostle Paul encouraged the Thessalonians to work diligently in order that they might provide for their own needs and he indicated the liability associated with an insufficient work ethic (2 Thess 3:10-12). The purpose of this article is to review some of the scriptural principles for giving a portion back to God to support His work here on earth. For general reference on this subject, read 2 Corinthians 8 & 9.

Paul reminds us in Acts 20:35 of the words of the Lord Jesus, “It is more blessed to give than to receive,” and this should be the primary principle that characterizes our financial stewardship. The Lord Jesus Christ is our supreme example: “For your sakes He became poor” (2 Cor 8:9). He gave all that He had at Calvary for us; certainly we should be able to give a significant portion back to Him. Giving is an individual responsibility before God and “every man” will have to

give an account to God. A husband and wife are “one flesh” in the Lord (Matt 19:5, 6) with cumulative funds and their giving should be in absolute unity of purpose and amount.

How Should We Give?

Spiritual giving is considered, “an odor of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God” (Phil 4:18). Paul gives the example of the Macedonian Christians who gave liberally out of their deep poverty (2 Cor 8:2). If the portion that we give comes from what is left over at the end of a pay period, it can hardly be considered a sacrifice. The character of our giving should be from a willing spirit (2 Cor 8:3, 12). This was to be the primary motivation for the burnt offering that an Israelite brought under an Old Testament covenant and it is that same principle that is so pleasing to God in our lives today. In direct contrast, Paul warns in 2 Corinthians 9:7 that giving should not be done grudgingly or of necessity. The value of a gift is found as much in the spirit of the giver as it is in the amount given. Our giving should also be done with simplicity or without show (Rom 12:8) and in the spirit of grace (2 Cor 8:7; 1 Pet 4:10) as God has dealt with us. It is also most important that giving be done without a covetous motive or any hope of personal benefit or prestige that one could gain in response from the receiver (2 Cor 9:5). Giving liberally, willingly, and out of a pure heart is most pleasing to God.

How Much Should We Give?

God has not given us an exact formula for calculating the amount of our giving. If He had, it would remove spiritual exercise and replace it with legal obligation, which is contrary to New Testament principles. However, God has given us some general guidelines that we can apply individually with exercise and prayer as the Spirit of God directs us. In the Old Testament, Abraham tithed, or gave one- tenth of his substance (Heb 7:2, 4). In the New Testament, under a new covenant, we are not asked to tithe, nor is there a suggested percentage for giving. It is the work of the Spirit of God dwelling within the believer to exercise the heart and our liberality will largely be defined by the measure in which we are sensitive to the Spirit moving in us. There are three basic principles given to New Testament believers: (1) as God hath prospered us (1 Cor 16:2), (2) as

purposed in our heart (2 Cor 9:7), and (3) “bountifully” (2 Cor 9:6). All men are not equal, but all of us have equal opportunity to serve Him to the best of our ability. In the parable in Matthew 25:14, 15, every man was given a different number of talents, “according to his

several ability.” The only expectation was that each man would invest wisely and gain accordingly for his Lord when He came back. Our accountability will be to God for what we have done individually, and not in comparison to others (2 Cor 8:12). There will be no reward at the Judgment Seat for slothfulness; therefore, God expects us to live our lives with a purpose in view. This includes our approach to giving and the importance that we place on it. It is most beneficial if we have a goal either annually or by pay period and set that portion aside before all other budgetary matters are considered. It is from this “set aside” portion that the Corinthians were to give as they came together on the first day of the week to worship (1 Cor 16:2). Paul also encouraged the Corinthian believers to have a portion set aside to give to the poor believers at Jerusalem, so that when he came there would be no need for emergency collections that could be embarrassing (2 Cor 9:2-5). The principle of liberality is emphasized, in which sowing bountifully will result in bountiful reaping on the part of the giver (2 Cor 9:6).

To Whom Should We Give?

As members of a local assembly, we have a primary responsibility to support the activities of the assembly as set forth by responsible elders. Our building should be clean, attractive, adequately furnished, and provide a comfortable environment in which to establish a local testimony. The building exterior and the grounds also need to be maintained in a manner that would encourage visitors to come. In most assemblies this will require a combination of giving our time, our talents, and our funds. To have an active assembly, support must also be given to fellowship activities and a gospel outreach into the community. Additional funds are also contributed through the assembly to support full-time commended laborers in the gospel, both in the local area and in foreign fields (1 Cor 9:14, Phil 2:25).

Financial support must also be available to assist widows (1Tim 5:16) and saints with special needs (Rom 15:25, 26).

Scripture also supports personal exercise and giving, essentially for the same purposes but with a special knowledge of need in mind (Gal 6: 6, 10). Personal giving should always be in harmony with assembly principles and in unity with elder brethren (2 Cor 8:18, 19). There are men and organizations with fundamental approaches that are crying out for contributions. Some may even sound spiritually worthy on the surface, but our financial commitment should be entirely to those gospel activities structured within the framework of local assembly testimony. One short word about secular giving: in Galatians 6:10, we are encouraged to “do good unto all men,” but Paul quickly adds,

“especially to them who are of the household of faith.” When we give to unbelievers in need, such as neighbors or co-workers, it should be with the hope of opening a door for the gospel. In maintaining a good testimony among our neighbors, it may be appropriate at times to make small contributions to well-managed medically related funds (Heart Association, etc.), but responses to telephone or radio soliciting and mail requests have little spiritual justification.

What Should Be the Result of Our Giving?

Giving with a right spirit and a pure motive will generate a multitude of blessings. The gift should result in thanksgiving to God from the receiver (2 Cor 9:11), prayer for a specific gospel work and workers (2 Cor 9:14), a spirit of joy in the giver and pleasure to the heart of God (2 Cor 9:7), and an eternal reward (Matt 6:20). Let us remember that giving is not only a responsibility but it is also an opportunity.

We are reminded again by Paul that in a coming day, “Every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labor” (1 Cor 3:8).



Giving: What about Widows?

––––––––
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This question must be addressed from two positions. First, there is

the matter of a widow’s personal maintenance; then we need consider

her practical ministry.

As to the first point, let us remember that in the basic needs of life, God first has a special interest in the widows, as well as the orphan, and destitute, whether in the O.T. or N.T.(Psalm 146:9, Jer 49:11; James 1:29). In the early days of the church, the care of the widows was the first threat to the unity of the believers (Acts 6). To meet the need, there were men appointed to attend upon the problem who were described as full of faith, full of the Holy Spirit, full of wisdom. One can’t help noticing that their faithfulness in attending to the care of the widows was preparatory to public preaching and witnessing later, as in the case of Stephen. That work must have held great importance. So, caring for the widow can pay great dividends to the assembly. We have an obligation to ensure that such are remembered, and, therefore, to give of our means for the maintenance of needy widows accordingly. This is especially necessary when there is no family for support. The responsibility is both an assembly and an individual duty. It is not enough to assume there are societal and government provisions in place. Discretion will be necessary to ascertain need, while avoiding embarrassment. It would not be considerate to read publicly in the assembly the name of a recipient of such gifts; enough to call it “Christian fellowship.” And, to encourage awareness in young believers, they would be surprised at the joy they will receive in their souls if they were to place money in an envelope, and, without identifying themselves, anonymously drop it through the mail slot of one of these dear sisters, who in turn will thank God, the source of the blessing.

As to the second point, there is often the perception among our sisters that widowhood ends their usefulness in the assembly generally, and in the Lord’s work particularly. However, let us notice

some of the widows of Bible record.

The widow of Zarephath, in spite of her relatively meager

circumstances, was a necessary means of support for Elijah, God’s man of the hour at the time of King Ahab. God had raised up Elijah to remonstrate with this wicked king to turn back the tide of idolatry in Israel (2 Kings 17:9 – “Behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee.”) The same Lord, who was directing the movements of His prophet, was directing the service of this widow, though she seemed a rather obscure servant. The sustenance from her table and shelter in her home were provided to the prophet when no other home in Israel was made available.

Who is not touched by the story of Naomi? Bereft of husband and sons, she was destitute in a strange land. Nevertheless, through conviction and with humility, she led Ruth, though but a daughter-in- law, out of the idolatry in which she had been raised, back to Bethlehem. And thus, through the exercise of this widow, Ruth was brought, through unique circumstances, into the world of Boaz, becoming his bride and bearing his child. This was a crisis point in the earthly lineage of our Lord Jesus whereby a stranger, through

Divine arrangement of a widow’s life, became a mother to the King of kings. Of Naomi it was written: “Blessed be the Lord which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that his name may be

famous in Israel.” How satisfied she must have been!
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