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​This book is a collection of fragments from Not the End of the World by the 23rd-century English historian, Richard Smith-Khan. This text came into my hands during a temporal anomaly, the precise details of which I’m not at liberty to discuss at the present juncture. I received Smith-Khan’s book in an incomplete state, with many missing or scrambled passages. However, the material that I was able to salvage makes astonishing reading, as I think you will agree.

​Simon Fox

November 2022
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Throughout the centuries, many historians have made the claim that the particular period they happen to be writing about is “a turning point in history”. It can easily be argued that, of course, every period is a turning point. However, I do believe there is an unusual amount of truth to the claim when it’s made about the 2020s. 

It was the cusp-moment in which there was a very real possibility that modern global civilization could collapse into chaos and barbarism – “the end of the world”, as it were. But this dire outcome was avoided, and the world then limped, and eventually strode forwards, into a bright future, which we are all blessed to inhabit ...

[Missing/scrambled passages.]

Richard Smith-Khan,

Professor of Global History, University of Lincoln, 

United Kingdom, Earth, 29 August 2297
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The United Kingdom
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In 2016, during a national referendum, the electorate of the United Kingdom voted to leave the European Union. The powerful factions within UK society who were unhappy about this result fought and sabotaged the withdrawal every centimetre of the way, but it was complete by 2024.

With the benefit of historical hindsight, we can now see that this was an enormous blessing to the British people, as they escaped the worst effects of the collapse of the European Union during 2027 ...

[Missing/scrambled passages.]

By the late 2020s the people of the UK had found within themselves a renewed national pride. While many nations around the world were in chaos, the UK remained strong, united by an effective Centrist government and a rejuvenated sense of national identity.

Part and parcel of this national revival was the abolition of the devolution agenda, which had seen Scotland and Wales moving towards ever greater autonomy within the UK. (Northern Ireland, due to its unique history, was a more complex devolutionary proposition.)
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