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        There are two ways you can use this section:

        1)    As a list of things to avoid;

        OR

        2)    As a menu of things to look forward to.

      

        

      
        I trust you to know yourself. Happy reading either way.
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      I scrawled a C- in red ink on the first page of the essay and tossed it on top of the growing pile of papers. Twelve more to go. I swiped my hands over my face, careful to not smear my eye makeup. My high school Brit Lit students were trying to do me in. I loved waxing poetic about Shakespeare, Austen, and Dickens, and tried my best to instill an appreciation in them in modern teenagers. Still, I held down a scream of frustration at the ridiculousness of their interpretations of great literature. At least the papers on Chaucer were entertaining—watching the students dance around his racier content was almost worth having to slog through the grading.

      I sipped my coffee and made a face as the tepid liquid slid down my throat.

      At least a bottle of my favorite whisky awaited as soon as my pen scribbled the grade on the last one.

      But for now I’d have to settle for my snack if I had any hope of finishing. The ruby red apple was smooth in my fingers as I turned it to find the best place to sink my teeth. I opened my mouth. Bit down. The flavor burst on my tongue, sharp and tangy. I gazed at the apple, juices pouring from the perfect bite mark, and I licked the cool skin, catching every drop.

      Just like when Mistress puts me on my knees, her hand gripping my hair, my tongue buried in her⁠—

      I squeezed my legs together as heat built in my core.

      If only we had time to play today…

      No. I shoved the thought away. I had work to do.

      Time to get on with it. I grabbed the next essay—another one on Tolkien—and prepared to deploy my red pen of doom. But the words swam on the page as my focus drained.

      “Hey.” My gaze lifted to the door of the home office where Raquel stood. Her wedding ring caught the sunlight, and my face split into a grin. I’d never get tired of seeing it.

      “Ready for a break?” she asked. “You’ve been at it for hours.” She hooked her thumbs in the pockets of her jeans and leaned against the doorframe. The weight of her hands pulled the denim down her slim waist, sliding over her hip bones, lower, lower…
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