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      The book "The Civilization of Sumer" tells the historical story about Sumer.

      

      Sumer history and civilization can be considered as the greatest in the world, from culture to technology. The historical breakdown is so well connected which makes it to be so real. From the start of the civilization of the Sumerian is well connected to even today's world. Sumer was a country that was located in early Mesopotamia, widely known for its advancement in agriculture and economics. The rivers Tigris and Euphrates are the rivers largely known to have surrounded Mesopotamia and aided in providing the Sumerians with water for irrigation corrected through canals. It is through the silt deposited at the banks of these rivers that made the soils of this land to be the most fertile. The city-states lived in peaceful coexistence until they were conquered by King Sargon of Akkad. The cause of their easy defeat was due to lack of an army since they assumed that there existed no other tribes apart from the twelve city-states states that would disturb their peace.

      

      King Sargon of Akkad ruled until the coming of the Babylonians who defeated them due to lack of cooperation between the city-states despite them having a strong army at this moment. The Babylonians came with the Code of Hammurabi which now could be used all through Mesopotamia.

      

      Sumerians are known to be the greatest on the verge of globalization. Through their form of writing, known as Cuneiform, they were able to keep records of their farming as well as an advance on other matters such as mathematics, art, architecture as well as Astronomy. The Sumerians were able to subdivide a circle into 360 degrees where they came up with the clock system we use today. The min technological advancement that the Sumerians invented as well in their process of civilization was the wheel. This was first invented as an aid to pot making but later was used as chariot wheels used to ferry food supplements.

      

      More interesting and informative content awaits your reading.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            1

          

          
            Sumerian early history

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: Ancient sumerian stone carving with cuneiform scripting]
        

        Ancient sumerian stone carving with cuneiform scripting

      

      According to archeologists, the Sumerian civilization was probably in existence around 3500 BC. The Sumer land which was in Mesopotamia stood on an area of 30,000km2 surrounded by the rivers Tigris and Euphrates. In earlier years the land is believed to have been a sea bed but it got filled with sediments and silt that was carried by the rivers until it was all filled up to form a dry land and left the rivers still flowing. Alongside the delta of the rivers were alluvial areas which were covered with bogs and mash while beside them was the dominance of arid land. This rich land was occupied by people who were known as Ubaid who earned a living through fishing, farming, and crafting. This land despite its climatic challenges and difficulties found its success upon the arrival of the Sumerians. Upon the arrival of there, there was a drastic change in trade, farming, craft, architecture, sciences and religion.

      

      No data is showing how many of the Sumerians arrived in this land but it is known that they established 12 different City-states which include: Akshak, Eridu, Ur, Adab, Umma, Larsa, Sippar, Nippur, Lagash, Shuruppak, Erech and Kish. The guess from many is that perhaps they arrived 12 groups at different times or they were 12 clans. The Sumerians despite their uniqueness, it is difficult to categorize them in any group in today's culture. They were so few in the society that the Sumerian language did not become the major language in the local population. The main users of the language were the priests, rulers, chiefs and the ruling middle class. This can be supported by the fact that when the Sumer was conquered by the Semitic king of Akkad, no one remembered the language any more apart from the ruling class since it vanished among the common leaving the cuneiform writing style.

      

      When the Sumerians existed the city-states were under the power of priests who were working on the local temples, which were the center of education, administration, and religion. The temples were responsible for all arable land and the collection of taxes from those who were working on them. The political leaders were known as Ensi of whom were initially the appointees from the king, until 3000BC when the Semitic kings' position seized.

      

      There existed a good relationship between the city-states at the beginning, hence, they did not need an army to protect them from each other. Since every city-state earned enough from farming, their economy became very strong, this made them live peacefully among themselves and eliminated any kind of conflict not even political. According to the legends, they believe that the king descended from the sky and upon landing existed for a thousand years. It is during this time that the Sumerians were attacked by the Semitic. It is the richness the Sumerians had earned over the years from farming that attracted the belligerent Semitic tribe to Sumer. Due to the lack of an army to guard their boundaries, they were fully exposed to any kind of attack, making it easy for the Semitics to conquered them.

      

      After settling in Sumer, the Semitic became assimilated by the Sumerians and they, therefore, adopted the Sumerian culture, language, organization, and religion. The new king, despite lacking the support of the Sumerians, Sumerians were so much interested in his conquest and, they, therefore, cooperated and formed a large army that would protect them from any future attacks. Later there was a fearful confrontation between the kings which led to bloody fights especially on the cities of Ur, Lagash, and Erech. In the 24th century, Surgon the king of Akkad conquered the quarreling Sumerian cities and annexed them to his empire. But Surgon enhanced the legacy of Sumer, which ensured that it remained strong over the years, but the Sumerian language became distinct and disappeared from everyday use. The only thing that remained is the Sumerian writing known as cuneiform.
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