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Examples of Reader Responses
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The writings of Robert Lloyd Russell have received a warm reception by a wide variety of people as seen in the quotes below. His books have received 11 national and international literary awards. 

||||| |||||

☆☆☆☆☆ “He writes clearly so that the material is easily understood by both clergy and laity... Very edifying to read.” ~ William J. Petersen: Emeritus Senior Acquisitions Editor for Baker Book House and Fleming H. Revell.

☆☆☆☆☆ “I loved the book... It is very well written and very understandable.” ~ Bob G., inmate 

☆☆☆☆☆ “I find it most inspirational... You make the reader think, and that is a great talent." ~ Evelyn Cox, homemaker 

☆☆☆☆☆ “First there was Tozer with “The Knowledge of the Holy,” and then Packer gave us “Knowing God,” and now Russell has taken us further.” ~ Dr. Earl D. Radmacher, General Editor, Nelson Study Bible/New King James Study Bible [regarding eBook “GOD’S NATURE: Sonlight Sunlight” / print book “GOD LIGHT: Sunlight Sonlight”] 

☆☆☆☆☆ “The definitive work on Psalm 1:3. Mr. Russell has a tremendous gift for analogy. The most impressive thing is the way he has built off of existing undeniable Scriptural concepts. I am very impressed with his use of certain Scriptures, such as with regard to trees being deceptive in appearance... His work is very interesting, very clear, and intensely practical.” ~ Ronald B. Allen, Senior Professor of Bible Exposition, Dallas Theological Seminary [regarding an early draft of “GOD’S CHILD: Like a Tree”] 
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To 

All God’s Children 

Who Recognize

Their Struggle

With PrIde.
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1. 

Why This Book?
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“PrIde goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall. Better to be of a humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud. He who heeds the Word wisely will find good, and whoever trusts in the Lord, happy is he.”

Proverbs 16:18-20

During the last several years I have used an automatic response to the question, “What is the next book you are working on?” My consistent tongue-in-cheek reply has been “Humility and How You Too Can Obtain It.” The response is usually a chuckle and sometimes a skewed look at me. 

Not only is the humor in the title immediately obvious to most, it also presents a profound truth: the moment you think you are humble you are showing your prIde. 

This elusive quality of humility is humbling in itself. When you think you have achieved humility, it is really your prIde that you are expressing. 

When I use the word prIde in this book, I use an upper case I to remind myself that at the center of every form of human prIde is the appropriate letter “I”, since prIde is all about self-centeredness. If any short description exemplifies the culture of our day, it is self-seeking and prIde. There is, however, such a thing as good pride, which we also consider in this book. 

This book is written by someone unworthy to write on the topic. But I believe it is a necessary topic to discuss and that God uses flawed servants to do His work. 

While I realize that this book, or any other teaching, will not cure the human attribute of prIde, my trust is that the reader will be able to understand and appreciate the enormity of the problem of prIde in all of our hearts to a greater degree. 

There is a huge dichotomy involved because the greater humility a person possesses, the more aware of their prIde and arrogance they become. 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon, the Prince of Preachers, said, “That demon of prIde was born with us, it will not die an hour before us.” 

This book is intended to shine light on this tough area of our human nature as well as provide some practical tips for dealing with our innate prIde. 

There is a story regarding Spurgeon. You may well be aware that he spoke every Sunday for many years to literally thousands of church attendees. Keep in mind that this was before the days of microphones! 

The legend is that following one sermon he was greeting his parishioners as was his habit. One elderly lady said to him, “Charles Haddon Spurgeon, I want you to know that was the finest sermon I have ever heard you preach.”

Without hesitation he responded, “Ma’am, thank you... but the devil already told me that.”

A critical key realization is that since the Fall of Man in the Garden of Eden, prIde has been a part of every human being and will continue to be until our deaths. 

Self is at the center of prIde and that reality is at the center of our English word prIde, the letter “I”. 

A core issue for dealing with prIde is the Cross of Calvary. If every morning as we rise for the day we would focus on the Cross and all its implications, we will reduce our arrogance significantly. 

Another dichotomy of prIde is as Spurgeon put it, “PrIde is something that should be unnatural to us, for we have nothing to be proud of.” 

For example, to become a true believer in God and become one of His blood-bought children requires that you give up your prIde. It requires a recognition that you can do nothing to earn your way to heaven or to enhance your standing with God. The only way is to let go of your prIde and realize that Jesus Christ has done it all for you – “It is finished!” (John 19:30), our Savior’s final words as His sinless life was presented to God His Father as payment for your sin and mine. 

The reason why so many resist the call of Jesus Christ is that it requires giving up their false prIde in earning their way to heaven and instead accepting the free gift of eternal life offered by Christ. 

All religions require that you DO something, whereas in Christianity it has been DONE for you. This, of course, flies in the face of our prIde-based nature that wants to earn our way to God’s approval and entrance into heaven. Rather than a works-based religion Christianity is a faith-based relationship. 

Issues 

One of the problems with prIde is that it is very deceiving. Others can see the prIde in us, but we don’t see the prIde in ourselves. 

If you are thinking, I don’t have a problem with prIde, then this book is especially relevant for you. However, it is very important reading for everyone. 

Based on my own personal experience, I completely agree with whoever said “love is blind, but prIde is blinder.” 

PrIde will destroy your relationships with others, but humility is the best antidote. 

Quotes 

“You don’t have to give up your intellect to trust the Bible. You have to give up your prIde.” –R.C. Sproul 

“A proud man is always looking down on things and people; and of course, as long as you are looking down, you cannot see something that is above you.” –C.S. Lewis 

“Christians are not so much in danger when they are persecuted as when they are admired.” –Charles H. Spurgeon 

––––––––
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Think and Grow 


	Is prIde an issue with you? 

	Has your personal prIde ever bothered you? 

	Has anyone ever told you that you are prIdeful?

	Are you willing to work on reducing your prIde? 

	Do you know how to give up your prIde? 
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2.

The Origin of PrIde
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“I will be like the Most High.”

Isaiah 14:14b

The desire to be like, equal to, or greater than God stems from personal prIde. Yet that is the root of the fall of Lucifer from his angelic position in heaven. 

The Historical Account 

“How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, you who weakened the nations! For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’ Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit. 

“Those who see you will gaze at you, and consider you, saying: ‘Is this the man who made the earth tremble, who shook kingdoms, who made the world as a wilderness and destroyed its cities, who did not open the house of his prisoners?’ 

“All the kings of the nations, all of them, sleep in glory, everyone in his own house; but you are cast out of your grave like an abominable branch, like the garment of those who are slain, thrust through with a sword, who go down to the stones of the pit, like a corpse trodden underfoot. You will not be joined with them in burial, because you have destroyed your land and slain your people. The brood of evildoers shall never be named. Prepare slaughter for his children because of the iniquity of their fathers, lest they rise up and possess the land, and fill the face of the world with cities” (Isaiah 14:12-21). 
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