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Introduction


As the sole legitimate child of Lord Byron, Ada Lovelace was the progeny of literary royalty. Many might have naturally expected her to go into the field of her father, but instead of delving into poetry, she delved into the hard sciences of mathematics and analytic thinking. Even so, Ada still had the imagination of a lyricist when writing scientific treatises, at times referring to her own work as nothing short of “poetical science.” Everything she did, she did with passion and dogged determination. It was this drive that led Ada to look farther and search deeper than her contemporaries. Her unique vision led her to become one of the pioneers of the modern computer and one of the world’s first computer programmers.


But what exactly do we know about Ada Lovelace, and how can it be quantified? In this book, you will discover the true-life story of the nineteenth-century mathematician and writer Augusta Ada King, the Countess of Lovelace. 





Chapter One


The Daughter of Lord and Lady Byron


“I talk to it [Ada] for your satisfaction, not my own, and shall be very glad when you have it under your own.”


—Lady Byron, in a letter to her mother


The woman whom the world would eventually come to know as Ada Lovelace was born in London, England on December 10, 1815 under the name Augusta Ada Byron. Her father was the famed poet George Gordon Byron or, as he was more famously known, Lord Byron. As the title might impart, Lord Byron was a big name in London and the rest of the world; his words excited the nations. But Lord Byron also had a darker side that was full of drinking, womanizing, and on occasion even violence—character traits that his then-wife and the mother of his only legitimate child, Anne Isabella Byron, realized just a little bit too late. She and Lord Byron would be married for a little over a year before she couldn’t take his antics any longer.


One day, while Lord Byron was thoroughly intoxicated after one of his most recent escapades, Lady Byron bluntly informed him that she was going to take little Ada and depart from his presence for good. She made good on the threat the very next day and made her way to her parents’ house with their five-week-old daughter. Ada was indeed born in a world of turmoil. Even her very name came from a wellspring of trouble. She was named after her aunt, Lord Byron’s older half-sister Augusta Leigh. To say that Lord Byron was fond of his elder sister would be an understatement since it has long been alleged from many sources that the two had an incestuous relationship. It even allegedly resulted in an illegitimate child by the name of Medora Leigh. Lord Byron’s behavior led not only to rumors and scandals but also huge debts, leaving Lady Byron and young Ada with a domestic and social life in complete ruin.


Despite the fact that Lord Byron left England in April of 1816 never to return, his presence continued to make itself known in Ada and Lady Byron’s lives. In 1817, Lord Byron was enraged when he found out that Lady Byron had arranged for the family’s former attorney, Sir Samuel Romilly, to make Ada a ward of the Court of Chancery. Although he had effectively abandoned his child, he was still not comfortable with her becoming a veritable ward of the state. He did not, however, doubt Lady Byron’s ability to parent and considered her a suitable surrogate in his absence. As he had informed his sister and Ada’s namesake, Augusta Leigh, in a letter written on December 21, 1820, Lord Byron believed that “a girl is in all cases better with the mother.”


Interestingly enough, when it came to another daughter of Byron’s—one that he had produced out of wedlock with a woman named Claire Clairmont—he did not so much approve of the mother who was raising his illegitimate child. He supposedly found moral objection with the household of his former lover since she was apparently in a series of open relationships at the time. Even though many would find the frequent liaisons of Lord Byron to be morally objectionable, Byron held the women he impregnated to a higher standard. Lord Byron apparently wanted a mother that met a certain moral caliber of his own definition, and when it came to his former wife Lady Byron, she at least met this basic distinction.


But despite passing Byron’s rudimentary sense of being of high moral fiber, Lady Byron had problems of her own. She often had difficulty separating her young daughter from her tumultuous and failed marriage with Lord Byron. Although Ada was blameless in the split, her mother felt nothing but the most abject sorrow when looking upon her young daughter. It was out of this guilt of not feeling more affectionate for her daughter that Lady Byron penned a poem in 1819, which she called “The Unnatural Mother.” This poem was in full reference to these troubling feelings of resentment and shame that she carried in regard to Ada. One of the more startling stanzas of the piece read, “My Child! Forgive the seeming wrong / The heart with-held from thee.”

