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​Chapter 1
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Twenty years ago, in 2025

Sirens ring in the distance as Isaac tightens his grip on Jace’s chest.

“Enough, Jace,” Isaac says, feeling the anger roll off his roommate’s straining muscles in waves.

“Let me go,” Jace practically growls. “I need to get back out there.”

Recognizing the look flashing through Jace’s striking green eyes, Isaac stands his ground. He looks down to see blood seeping through the bandage. “Why, so the great Jace can take down every idiot out there?”

“Maybe,” Jace says flatly, eyes fixed on the street.

Isaac leans in, cutting off his view. “And what happens after that?” he says, practically spitting the question. “What happens after they are all beaten down, and you somehow vanquish every ounce of hate in this world? Then what? You’re a hero? You’re the bravest of them all? Tell me, Jace.”

“Then you’ll be safe,” Jace says quietly.

At that moment, a familiar voice of a young woman drifts into Isaac’s thoughts, “Uncle Isaac?”

* * * *
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Today, in 2045

Isaac Bates pulls his attention from memory to concentrate on the two younger people sitting in his living room. Pushing a hand through the graying temple of his wavy, dark hair, Isaac suppresses a sigh. “Sorry, Emma, what were you saying?” he asks, noticing they both look oddly uncomfortable against the green, painted pattern of the 18th century Swedish sofa. Then he reminds himself that no one has ever been comfortable on anything from the 1700s.

Emma offers him a tentative smile. “I said thank you again for talking with us. I know it wasn’t an easy time to remember.” With her vivid red hair and expressive blue eyes, Emma so resembles her mother—his sister, Becks—that he rarely denies her any request. For a moment, Issac considers inviting them into the study. Encasing the three of them in warm browns and the sprawling collection of books would provide a more proper setting for the history lesson requested of him.
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