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    For Larry,my constant encourager—and the only person I knowwho understands that "watching TV" sometimes means watching me write.

      

    



  	
        
            
            Collateral Burn takes place after Forced Orbit and before the events of Book Two of The Pleiades Adventures.

While it can be read as a standalone story, its events shape the escalating stakes that follow.

      

    


Gwyndalaria studied the turquoise and white planet that filled the view screen. She flipped the com button, ending the transmission, and leaned back in her chair.

“It’s always good to be home—for however long it lasts.”

Adrik nodded. “It’s been a while, hasn’t it?”

“Too long—and this time I can’t visit Gran. I hope she doesn’t find out we’ve been here without stopping in.”
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